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ergy Abuse Cases
ear Down Lawyer

8y Ton . S
y Tony Ewnnady | known sex offenders received counseling

and cusiomanly were given second

Ass0c.at00 Press

VINNTAPQOLIS = The mere money
Looetire, Aszerson makes. (he
233 neneneves ncorgan:zedrelgon.
Lacersan s sneofthe 2atien s t0p spe-
ansis e sex-a0use lawsuits aganst cler-
&v He nas nardled morethan (00 cases n
1~e nast sever vears and settled about 30
crinem 2arming more than 8§13 miilion for
wischentsatamilions moreor imseif.
in August. ~e tled the first sex-ihuse
awsuil ever aguinst a Roman Cathole

Bisnup jusedn A. felaliv ol Aonuiuly,
“as repeatedly denied the accusation.

‘Ahile aus practice Ras made um nch,
A~cerson says.talso nas lakena psycho-
cgicat il

Lvoud vary much itke to oe 2ble to
oracuce ~y oswnotath, said Anderson.
%o ~as caised Lutheran. "Byt theres

2stng | nave .eamed that has been

3t -t ung [deal with shattered lives
ImIiemcLs 2:319rons siine Ruman per-

3.

s 2rgv memoers ofall aithsinflice.”

T-ere 3re no reliable statistics on hew |
—imoiex-zDuse lawsuits nave deen filed |

i

arge.» seza.se ourt doc-
_m2%t3oIntie are sei.es 15 a condition of

ce e

igd 73l

Settlements Esumated

i-Zarscrm mowesver citimates that the
G0 Cnersn and s insurers have
.a:¢ moic tnan 830C milion since 1985 to
>@71.@ 1.3.M3 o sexuai asuse by prnests.

{2 <RODpKO. 3 .aaverforine U S,

ated Syl tnat ne KNows ot no ¢
«e2{ 0V ineclaurch.
Most of Anderson’s lawsuits have been

..mate

ainst Catholic priests. Observers |
~itun the church acknowiedge that the

Catnohic nierarchy previously lacked un-
Zersianding ot priests with pedopniiia, a
discrer :n wnich adults crave sex with

tezause Of ~he seroqus abuse !

THI5V N

A decade or more ago. clergy who were

chances because ‘their good intentions
and mere convictions made you lelheve
-hay would change.” said Rev. John Mai-
ane. 2 onestand iawver in St. Paui.

‘Now. vou don t put them 2ack in the
Maione said. "Now

same surroundings. \
"mev realize some people are add.ced.

He said lawsuits Srought Dy Anderson |

mave nelped all denominations focus on
-he orohlem. But while there undouttedly

ot - | mave Deen cases of ‘real victimization.”
S100p .n ne Urni.ed Stales. The prelate, |

\Jalone said, some ot the lawsuits contain
allegations thatare "way outotline.

While the ments of hus lawsuits are de-
sated. Anderson s own reputation in the
neigisclear.

. I think probably more than any attor-

nex is Mesth Amarics. feff n sssocuted
with sums «@aast churciies and churci
organmuzations for sexual abuse and mis-
conduct,” said psychologist Gary Schoen-
er. executive director 3f the ‘Vaik.In
Counseling Centerin Minneapolis.

Dawvd Clohessy, 34, a political consuit.
antin St. Lows, contends that. as a Joy, he
was abused by a diocesan priest in Mis-
soun. He has sued, and says 2e hired
Anderson because he ‘combines that
toughness with a real sensitivity.

"] teel very comfortanie talking 12 Jeff.”
said Clohessy, a pohiticai consuitant in St.
Lows.

Schoener, an expert witness on hehalf
of vicums and accused clergy members,
said Anderson has remained ‘‘very sin-
cere.”

Hate Confronts Lawyer

"We get very few compiaints about Je#
and it's very common for clients in these
xinds of cases 0 start nating their at'sr-
neys. Schoenersaid. "It snotverycheap
to employ um. but hell aiso ‘ake :ne
casesthataren :mig-bucxs cases.

Anderson. who works n a 3t. Paui .aw
firmofabouteignt awvers, takescases :n
contingency and keeps up 10 40 percent it
any settlement.

A former public defender. Rus first sex:
abuse case was a referral from a Catroic
colleague who didn 2 have ine stomac.: [or
attacking the church.

“I'm not intimidated by tne Jower o
the prestige of any :nstitation. ' 53¢
Anderson. 44. a seif-prociaimed tormer
nippre who still wears nis nawr 0 tne Co-
lar.

While investigating =is ficst cient’s ac-
cusauons against the Rev. Thomas Ac:
amson, the prest admiited 0 a 2u-vear
history of sexual abuse ot boys n Minne-
sota. Anderson filed lawsuits on 2ena:’ o:
10 others who contend Acant.aui. s..3c.
them.

‘Conspiracy of Silence’

"Wher. [ reaiized how wdespread zn2
Srm 1t was. they wanted to seitleat for -
huge amount of money, aut { ‘elt .,
couldn't be done because [ would be nart
of thetr conspiracy of silence.” Anderson
said of the church.

After one of those cases went 0 inal. a
jury last year returned a $3.55 muilien jury
verdict, including $2.7 million 1n puniive
damages A judge however :lashed tte
punitivedarmages to §137 100 1nd Ande-
son has appeaied.

Anderson says he rec:ives lonsider
able hate mail from peopie wno cenu’
themseives as Chnistians. One such mus-
sive 18 framed in his office: "You are “ne
scum maggot of this country

“The ironic thing, if you ask me. :s 1nat

| the work [ do is Chnisuian. ' Ancerson

said. ‘For every suit we dle. we ne:p i
bnngchange.”

Ex.
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e Qut of the Spot- l
light: The Rev. |
Bruce Ritter, the
prest who founded
the New York-
based Covenant
House shelter and
later was accused
of having :x with
youths placed in
his care, will be
transfered to a remote diocese in
India. Franciscan investigators said
they found evidence that Ritter had
sexual relations with young men at
the nome for troubled and runaway
teens. "I think he s avoiding deai-
ing with the probiem.” said a
Franciscan spokesman. “Sadly, Fa- ‘
ther Ritter has resisted our help.
We pray for him.” Ritter has not
been charged with a crime.

Ritter




Religion

‘ins of the Fathers

A Honolulu bishop is accused of sex abuse in a federal
lawsuit as Catholic scandais keep spreading

8y RICHARD N. OSTLING
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Cartonesm o n Nerth Amernica. Duzens
LO0R LiZens of phiests have feen dccused
*cndanis afuniny anderage bovs. Cases
S orupted 0 omost Ly stutes ind (wo
7oL prosinees wince the (958 convic-
» Lounang ~ Fuather Gilberr Gauthe.
vmoomad molested 33 vouths. So wide-
CoLd arg one cases that By ound intormed
~tmate. Cathohic institu-
Sonshave ~ad 330 mithon
A sultiements=—with no
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ooamep s seeaser s David Frgue-

oo« onowne n Florca aho has
S e res e e st made
Lo e Coavme svon

N N T raldo Rue.
S w wstvea Now ne has deqid-

- TLAC T Ldatie bick.in dee

Se .70t ain O No umount of

.o v D TLae up Cur o ahat he's taken
= savs Frucrod. He used me.

. - Tl MM ing
Toioeus soraid account funs as fol-
~~ Beoaming nonndergarten ot St An-
Tty onunan o Ratlua, Hawan, he was
- Thruaidy motested Byothe parish priest.
Amen ne fon was n his teens, the priest
Lo m2tFertarios s suecessor. continued
T =vLPuse tufaears. paving Figueroa for
S~ oo czwurn Ferrano also wed Fr-
-5 T gLttt g sQhoul just netore
wwewln ALAd CININY INE Uy JOMMuity
San Fruacsoo Frguerog sileges that the
SCvaan ntLnglement continued gven atter

Ferrario became 4 bishop. with trnsts at
Jhuren residences in Honolulu and Menlo
Park. Calit Figuerad s lawvers claim other
aitnesses will corroborate his version of
the bishop s conduct.

Lastweek three Canadian scandals also
made news. A judge in Newtoungland sen-
tenced Edward Engitsh ot the Christian
Brothers to 12 vears in prison. declanng,
“You are a disgrace 1o the order and v hu-
manity, A separate scandal nvoives six
present 4nd former Jiocesan priests :n

Newfoundland. Also last week. a trial was
ordered n the first of the abuse cases in-
volving 19 Chrisuian Brothers at a school in
Alfred. One.

Qne attorney in the Hawas suit, Jetfrey
R. Anderson of St. Paui. has become a spe-
cialist 1n cvil damage suits involving ai-
leged pnestly sex abuse and s pursuing
more than 100 cases at present. Last De-
cember he won the biggest award to date.
$3.5 miilion (reduced to $1.04 muiilion on
appeal) in the case of Father Thomas
Adamson. Allegations against Adamson
spanned 22 vears. but two Catholic dioces-
es kept shuttling him into new assignments.

Such developments have thrown a
harsh spothight on the performance of
Cathoiic leadership. Savs Jason Berry. the
tfreelance journalist who broke the Loutsi-
4na storv and 1s compieting a book on the
outbreak of clerical scandais: “The real
shock was not that a priest could be capa-
ble of molesting chiidren but the mendac-

itv and L. = duplicity among church officials
who had horbored und recvcled im
manv times

Duvid Clohessy. 4 St Loun pobitieal
consultant who has 4 lawsuit pendiny
422I0SL 2 priest, ysserts. “The sevual abyw
was ternibie. but { think the response of the
Rierarchy is dlmost as bad.” He ~avs that
when Bishop Michae! Meaulife o forter.
500 City. Mo learned of the cuse tust veur
the bishop turned the muatter sier to A
lawvers without contronting the pric~i
Since then. the priest has been put on .-
ministrative leave. pending review

Higher authorities plaved 4 rule n e
Hawau case. Xs earty a5 1983 Frouer s
mother intormed the then Vynean =~
nuncio. Pro Laghi. of the ullegations
against Bishop Ferrano Figueroa woin-
tends that Laght ~ent un .n-
+estgator. wWho Jid a curso-
"V check while staving ntne
Di1shop s residence. Appar-
zntly on this basis. the U >
hierarchy declared the (9sv
accusations 0 lack ~ub-
stance.” Ferrunio's spukes-
man said lust week that (ne
Vatican Congregate - tor
Bishops had juaged tnem to
be ‘baseless. |

Catholic admimistrutors
insist they have respond.
45 weli as can o¢ w\peui..

.
¥

The sccused bishep, to the tegal and pastora
ioseph Perrarie. stver tangle contronting them A
colobrating Mags at his common complaint ~ inut
cathodral in Honohsu; the LS. bsaops .z

sheva, accuser Devid ¢nce has not set up 4 oo
Figueres at his tétled natwonwide policy
nome i» Florida 2nd gcton plan. But MiLT

Chopko. the chiet ‘uwicr

on the oishops ~tart. v

treatment ot priests prof-

lems ts the business or = L.
diocese. As a result. some bishops have
handled the cases well. while vthers nave
not.

Lagal rratego o wde vAG Aowe i
chureh do’ LUnnersity of New Menao pass
chiatry professor fay R. Feterman. who nus
trcated 0C abusive priests over (5 veurs
concludes that the priesthood nevitadly Jt-
{racts a certain number of putentia! Molest-
ers because Ot the celibacy rule. He thinws
one preventive measure would be to reguire
priests to live n religious communities
where there are personal warmth ana mu-
tual support. Psychologist Eugene Kenncor
ot Chicago s Lovola Lniversity says that ine
large number of priests sutfering trom evu-
al conflicts “constitutes a pastoral proble™
of the first magnitude ™ but that bishops ™
and large have retused Lo vestigdte N ~-
sue seriously. As the lawsuils and ruifica
lives keep piling up. such fethargy will o
longer do. —~Raperwnd by Sarbars Dolan:
Chicage with ether buresus

TIME. ALGLST v 991
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Sex Abuse
Cases Rock
the Clergy

@ Disclosures of

. misconduct—a problem

hidden for years—are on
the rise. And some
denominations are
developing guidelines for
handling offenses.

By RUSSELL CHANDLER
TIMES RELIGION W RITER

Religrous organ:zations increas-
irgly are Deing rocked by sexual
misconduct amcorg clergy. leading
to embarrassirg public disclosures
and costiy lawsuits that have
forced several churches into dank-
ruptey.

While the painfii problem some-
limes results 1n resmignauons or
reassignments. churches are facing

allamariaoe 'hat that: . Bmaan 1ere

cs1 FEOD

"Today the number of credibie
sexua) abuse and misconduct cases
1« astounding.” said John F. Cleary.
general counsel for the Church
Mutual Insurance Co. of Mer:ii
Wis.. which insures ¢6.000 churen-

es.

“It has been a hidden prodier
for generations,” acknowleaged
Evangelical Lutheran Bishop Robd-
ert Kelier of Spokane. Wash.

Sexua: misconduct among c.ergy
i less Lhan within Lthe popu.ation at
large. experws say. but ministers
are ofien heid to a higher moral
standard.

Some denomirations are deve;.
oping guidelines for report.rg and
handling sex offerses as weil as
heiping the offenders in thewr
ranks. Occasionally. guidelines cail
for the church W pav for profes.
sional help for the vicums.

Ministerial sex offenders come :n
all ages and range ‘rom he un-




" CLERGY: Sexual Misconduct Cases

Bring Suits

Ceatioued from Al

L
'uTh, Miwackee Synod of the

Evargehical Lutheran Chureh in
Amenca made headines last year
when four of its clergy were
charged with sexual rusbehavior.
And in anunusual clergy vs. clergy
case :n Minneapolis, a woman Lu-
theran minister has filed suit
smmimet 0RO Ll pedien
aleging that he fired her afier she
complained about his sexual ad-
vances.

A avil court pdge in Dallas has
rued that & well-known United
Mewnrodist murusier “brytally at-
tempted L0 strangle hus wife” while
Re was having a secret affair with
another woman. The Rev. Walker
Railev jater tmed to commit suicide
ang the case remains under cnmi-
nalinvestgauon.

In Ventura. an Epuscopal priest
w3lg recently sentenced Lo fix years
In swate prson for molesung &
7-year-oid boy 1n his chureh office’
m 1985, and a Hermosa Beach
Greek Orthodox priest was sen-
tenced lant spring Lo mine years In
prison for molesuing iwo teen-age
Loys belonging Lo the church youtl
graup.

There are no national suatistics
on sexual misconduct By clergy.
But Bated an Ris 19 vears as a
confidential clergy counselor. one
Presbvierian minister estimates
that about 10% of the nation’s
clergy have deen or are engaged in
sexual misconduct ranging from
rarassment and ‘“inappropriate
touching” to formcation. adultery
and pedophiiia Surveys by United
Methodists and Southern Bapusts
rave come Lo tmiiar conclusions.

“Many . clergy don'l reaiize

how vy.,~erabie and close to disas.
ter thev are’” said the Rev. GC.

million.

Al wo often, Berry asserted,
“the esseniual moral and pastoral
ponuons of e church have deen
betrayed . . . Dy local bushops who
have resoried Lo strategies of con.
ceaiment shellering pnests and
bunkenng in behund defense atlor-.
neys.”

Sealed records and secret settle-
menw oNl) UIOW Lne offenders L
continue their patterns of abuse,
Barry said. But he added: “In many
instances. atlorneys bargain doi-
lars for mience.” However, Phiilip
Harms, a staff atlorney for the US.
Catholic Conference. vigorously
demed hat (he church has en-
gaged in cover-ups.

“To say there's 8 nationwide
policy to pay for siience 18 not only
unfair but 1s 3 sunplisuc spproach.”
Harns sad. In many cases settied
privately. he added, a confidental.
ny order was imposed at the re-
quest of the vicum or the vicum's
family. .

“1 think that's appropriate.”
Harms declared “"You're wliung
aboutl 3 problemn where n's very
hard w0 ge: proof. In that kund of
situation you don’'t want Lo ruin the
hives or reputations of any-
one .. .."

An attempt Thursdav to reach
oficers of the Naticnal Confereace
of Catholic Bishops for comment
wasg unsyccessful.

Canada Case Cited

The largest scandal of 1u kind 1
North Amencan church history
reverderated throughout Canada
last month when a church commus-
sion sternly redbuked Archbishop

Alphonsus Penney of Newfound-
land far 11Pmine s RiAAd sve tAuard

—and Embarrassment

Gauﬁn was co:‘vicud a year later
o oounts W, aduan
children. !uﬂu'lmonnthcm{
”bbﬂl‘d of the cases n the
diocese Nt tn all, involved 21
church workers. Berry saud the
Lafsyetie Diocese paid close o $20
million in compensauon W vietms
and evr fangulies.

AR ot I . S R
every American buhop warned
that if other bishops and dioceman
stiorneys engaged in eover.ups
amiar to the one (n Lafayette, the -
church could face $] Ddillion in
claims over Whe next decade The
report recommended immediate
counseling with afflicted families
and removing \he prest L0 a com-
petent medical facility. The paper
was never formally endorsed. al.
though parus of it have been incor-
porated into diocesan guidelines.

Although many of the major
Protesuant bdodies have adopted
sccountability rules for clerg) mis-
conduct. the Catholic Church has
yet (o develop & nauonal policy on
the subject. However, in the las
several years many indivic.d’
Catholic dioceses~inciuding the
Archdiocese of Los Angeies—have
sdopted guidelines that mandate
the reporung of sex abuse inc:dents
to both church and law enforce.
ment authornties. .

Harns. the lawyer representing
the US. Catholic bishops sa:d he
thinks there s now a “greatcr
wilhingness within the churc® and
society In general” Lo Waia aboul
clergy sexual misconduct.

Part of that new openness 1s due
1o charges trat make such conduct
harder o conceal.

Chiid abuse cases dating bacx as
far as the 1950s are only recent:v
coming 10 hight i Liugation. ac-




CLERGY: Sexual Misconduct Cases on the Rise

Continued from A18
cg=.uon it a critiem Tthat’s 3l
w3vs teen there” But ke aiso
1s ime mceeased numner of
- o1ay lirefaciiives oper.
c8. g C.3 Crganizatiors.
Wmcm me Te Q.33 nCregtes her
e\DoI S0 L0 DQlen U dL TQ. a8 ere
—e cr1ls say ne Catmoue
t®'s .nsizience on celibaes for
priesie (ncreases sevual lensiang.
And Serry chisges tk3t a "promis.
Cusds ga¥ SuOCLiture rampant
amn clerca fe s eroding ihe
cirmersicreafcelnaey

Jgitherr seems 10 De no proven
Linx Cetween centacy and pedo-
nmiita Serhin and atrer authares
sdy “"alsevial crmemiauon dirocled
(cward chiidren apparently qevei-

2petiragen dmond

se\eTa. treaiment centers with
special prigrame for pedophiles.
Anorg lne most promitent are St
Lo<elrsuiuie cuinide Washingion

Y

a~¢ Viila Lowe Marun in Jemez
Spr=gs N M.

Psvchoiogical screemng of ac-
pl.ca~'s s rout.meiy doneat Car=2a-
lic sem:naries Byt Msgr Thomas
Curey, vicar for priests n (ne
Arcndizcete of Los Angeles poimt-
ed oyl that no Lest (s isie to screen
Co pezicriles.

New guidelines adepled last rcar
by the Las Angeies Archdiocese
ca! for accusations against 3 priest
Lo De ~vestigated as quickiy and
thoroughiy as posemie” But no
aclion a1l be taken "on the basis of
anonymous. uncsrrsborated acecu-
satiore " [f there does apnear 10 be
aprobiem the priest s (o be moved
away uyntl a full investgation s
comp.eled. AL preseni. no c¢~nd
moiesiatlon syils are psnding
agany priesis in ithe arcndiocese.
Curry tad.

At .east four manline Protesiant
deromiratione have adopted or are
deveoping nationa: gu.deiines re-

gardirg clergy sexual m-ecandye:
The Presdyieran Ch_sen far e
imoie requires (=gt whRerever §
patlor reidcaies bachgro.-.
checxt musi te made cn p?!\‘:.s
emplos ment for at least the ze
five vears Regara PresSiier,
CoumS 3150 Rave the pawoe 4
iNTeSURIIe dl0ga 2 gr . C s
essary dirciphine affomzesy

Qffic:als of moet dengming . c=:
agree thal 3L ne ver e -
offender's rext corgreg:: -
should Be fuily infcemes af = ¢ -
Ner msicea:

T4 hixe theee tmirgs a1 15 o-
pubite.” said Micmae: Scrng 2 g
idyman who hoad: tce Wazs -»
ton-dazed Caikaice fer a= - -
Chureh. "But srsiematic euznres-
sion of informaton protects ke
Fiily =not the nnucen:
There's a Balance (Rat ka3 10 he
slrica betweon priiacurg the .
age of ke chyrch ar+ oretesies
(hetegriiv I hecnrea”
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