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Other than L. Ron Hubbard, I have more
direct knowledge in the background basis
of Dianctics and Scientology and its history
than any other individual, and I shall gladly
answer Mr Burroughs' points as he has
expressed them in his challenge.

Firstly, Freedom as an organ does not
express the personal opinions of L. Ron
Hubbard any more than it ¢expresses those
of the Church of Scientology.

Freedom has many contributors. [t does not
as yet have any set editorial policy and is
in the process of evolution. The only
policy it could be tirmly said to have is that
it is anti-psychiatric establishment.

Now, Mr Burroughs asks "What is all this
flup about psychiatrists? The answer is
three-fold.

Firstly, the laws regulating commnmmt
procedures make it possible for anyone to
be picked up, commutted, and held against
one’s will without due process of law,
Easy seizure! This makes it possible for any
totalitariun establishment o grab anyone
who does not conform to what the World
Federation of Mentul Health has termed
‘the social autonomy’. The United States
did it with Ezra Pound and Russia with
Vuleriy Tarsis. At the present moment in
America, schizophrenia has been redefined
from that of a person with the characteris-
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tics of a dual personality to that of a
person who is withdrawn and indifferent to
the end etfect that many a young hippie,
yippie or long-haired American who does
not conform to the usual standards of the
average American prototype has been
scized or is being seized at this moment.
Such laws place the psychiatrist in the
position of henchmen to the Establishment,
a réle they are more than willing to play
since such is extremely profitable to them
financially, besides satisfying their greed
for power us sole arbiters of what is normal
or what is sane behaviour.

Have you, Mr Burroughs, ever had the
experience of having to prove your sanity
or normalcy before a psychiatrist or
physician? | never have, but [ have met and
spoken to many people who have, and it is
4 more thun ternifying situation. | know of
one person who was comnutted volun-
tarily, yet when he applicd tor reiease he
was told that he would be committed in-
voluntarily if he continued in his request
and that his desire to leave was ceally an
exprussion of his trug desire 10 remain,
Fortunately, he escaped und departed the
American State in which this oceurred.
Sceondly, one has to consider what happens
to an individual under the psychiatric
establishment. | intinitely would prefer

Ward 7 in Russia in comparison to what
happens in a Western mental institution.
At least in Russia, one is not force-fed
drugs, and drugs appear to be the only
therapy given as per that book.

But in Western mental institutions one can
be sterilized, electric-shocked, insulin
shocked, or de-brained — a not so very nice
choice.

Further, the circumstances of life in an
institution are completely demeaning and
demoralizing.

No effort is made 1o sort out the insane
from the mentally retarded, the alcoholic
and the senile. The latter three categories
really do not belong in mental institutions;
it is just that the society in which we live
has not provided otherwise for them.
Possessions are denied; the dress is drab
and depressing and activities go litle
beyond those of helping to clean and main-
tain the institution and waiching television.
Even so, such an incarceration would not
be too bad if vae could sutfer it without
such tortures as the clectric shock machine
and could emerge with onc’s sex and one's
wits intact and unlessened. But such is the
rare exception.

Have you cver talked wuh a person who
has been electric shocked or who has had a
lobotomy or trans-orbital leucotomy, Mr
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Burroughs? If not, I would suggest no
better means of obtaining a reality with
regard to the true horrors of such ex-
periences.

And finally the third answer as 10 why this
flap about psychiatrists. It is the psychiatric
establishment which has sought to ban
Scientology which they consider as a very
real threat to themselves. The first attacks
originated in America and were started
jointly by the American Medical Associa-
tion and the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion. Since that time the pattern of attack
has not varied in the least. Such attacks
begin with giving Scientoiogy the ‘treat-
ment’ in the press. This then gives the
psychiatric pressurc groups the oppor-
tunity to collect bad reports in the files of
governmental agencies whose members are
of the psychiatric profession. These agen-
cies then bring pressure to bear upon the
local or national government to take action
against Scientology either through the
means of a rigged inquiry or through
action by other governmental agencies. As
the freedom of religion is protected under
the American Constitution, the attacks
upon Scientology in the United States have
been confined chiefly to actions by govern-
mental agencies, like the Food and Drug
Administration and Internal Revenue.

NOow we know why they atlach us — ibs
because we are against such psychiatric
tortures as electric shock, insulin shock,

- lobotomy and transorbital leucotomy to

name the main ones and because we might
deprive them: of business. And now you
know why we attack them.

At the moment, in three States of Australia,

Scientology is banned. A person can be

imprisoned for teaching or practising
Scientology. Scientology books, tape re-
cordings and E-Meters are illegal and any
person’s home or premises can be searched
if it is suspected that he might possess such.
Also Scientology is now undergoing an
Inquiry in England and in South Africa.
We do not know what the results of such
will be, but unfortunately we realise only
too well that you can't ‘try’ a body of
knowledge by court procedure which is
what has been and is being attempted. The
final resuits can only be opinion, but when
that opinion is biased, the result is legista-
tive bills of attainder. This means simply
that no laws have been found to have been
violated so a law has to be passed against
someone or something so as to make it
illegal. ‘Bill of attainder’ is a very dirty
word legally in these days of so-called
human rights, but this is exactly what the
laws against Scientology are.

In conclusion, although such attacks and
counter-attacks might appear as of no
import, the issues are themselves quite
serious. Scientology wants protection for
the individual against easy seizure; estab-
lished psychiatry wants easy seizure with-
out due process of law. Scientology wants
an end to treatments which are harmful
and not effective; established psychiatry
says it can not do without them. The inten-
tion of Scientology is to bring about
reforms in psychiatry, but the intention of
psychiatry is completely to suppress
Scientology as evidenced.

Politically, Scientology has been attacked
as being reactionary and revolutionary.
Rightists claim we are leftists and leftists
claim we are rightists. 1 can’t speak for
Scientologists as a group, personally 1 feel
that the only term which could be applied
to myself is apolitical. Having a complete
aversion to the worst in capitalism and the
worst in communism, [ feel that there has
been no politically evolved system which is
warkable or which can not be twisted into
some totalitarian monstrosity. There are
some hopeful signs in America that some
new system not yet fully expressed and not
yet fully developed is in the offering. Cer-
tainly in Scientology, we try to help the
individual become a rational, rather than
a reactive being; therefore, no matter what
the individual's personal political per-
suasion, we hope that he will at least be
enlightened. '

You bring up, Mr Burroughs, many objec-
tions to the organisation of Scientology,
but please differentiate between the body of
knowledge known as Scientology and the
organisation which administers the tech-
nology of same. Organisations of Scien-
tology are subject to the same errors that
are inherent in any organisation. Organi-
sationally, we do not claim to be perfect,
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demand to be fairly and accurately re-
ported upon in the press. | feel the per-
version of press reporting has had an effect
on the organisation to the extent that we
have tried to control the conduct of in-
dividuals while at the same time to help
them through auditing reach a point
individually where such control is no longer
necessary. You speak of niggers - well at
the moment we are the niggers of the press.
If a student of Scientology is arrested for
drunkness, the headlines scream, ‘Scien-
tologist Arrested’ and Scientology is
blamed for his behaviour. It doesn't
matter whether that student had a long
history of arrests for drunknesses; the
moment he became a student of Sciento-
logy, everything changed. This is basically
the reason for Scientology ethics. Man, we
feel for the black man becausc we have
feit and experienced the same as he. Have
you ever experienced the feeling that it

~doesn’t matter what you are, what you say

or what you do? Well, that’s the way it is
for Scientologists.

Now freedom of speech is fine, but when
that freedom is perverted to mean freedom
to lie, freedom to express opinion as fact
and freedom to have a bigger audience
through the public media than the individ-
ual has, then that’s no more freedom than
freedom to murder, because essentially it is
the same thing - the assassination of the
individual’ or the group through false
reporting.

I don't wish to lay the blame of all organi-
sational faults upon the press, but when one
can be driven out of a country like we have
been, one realises what a power for evil
the press can be.

As regards researchers into the data con-
tained in Scientology, it is all there. Con-
trary to your opinion, it is not isolated nor
withheld. Anytime we have approached the
standard lines of the Fstablishment (and
science also has its Establishment, t00), we
have been refused. We have oflered to
increase the 1Q of scientists, to unbrain-
wash the Korean veterans, to increase the
reaction time of pilots, to assist the accident
prone so as to decrease accident statistics,
to help the mentally retarded, to make

education faster and easier for students,

and 1 could go on and on for several pages
_ all to no avail because our help, though
offered freely, has been refused. The only
offer we have had is to help in a project
which would make people more suggestible,
and 1 won't shame the government by
name which made the offer. Such an
action would be anathcma to us, which
only proves how Scientology is so fre-
quently misunderstood.

So let Alex Trocchi, Julian Huxley,
Eldridge Cleaver and others you name stcp
forward, but remember they have to want
to do so in the first place.

Maybe, Mr Burroughs, you are the catalyst
for just such a centre as you envision.
Certainly the benefit to mankind of such
researches into man's inner awareness
would be greater than the doubtful good
of man's current space programmes and
much less costly.
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William Burroughs (Vol. 4
No. 1) claims that scientific
secrets are being suppressed
by world governments, and
states that Mr. L. Ron
Hubbard, the founder of Dia-
netics and Scientology, has
been persecuted by the Pure
Food and Drug Department.
However, it might appear from
reading ‘Introduction to Scien-
tology Ethics by L. Ron
Hubbard (published by the
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Church of Scientology of Cali-
fornia, 17 North East Thistle
Street Lane, Edinburgh 2,
Scotiand) that Mr. L. Ron
Hubbard is himself no slouch
at suppression. On page 48,
under the heading High Crimes
(Suppressive Acts) is found:
‘A Suppressive Person or
Group is one that actively
seeks to suppress or damage
Scientology or a Scxentologxts
by Suppressiverdgtsst. o o

destroy.
Scientology or‘a* Séihtologist
and which are listed at length
below.
A Suppressive Person or
Group becomes ‘Fair Game’.
By Fair Game is meant without
right for self possessions or
position, and no Scientologist
may be brought before a
Committee of Evidence (a fact-
finding group appointed and
empowered to impartially in-
vestigate and recommend
upon Scientology matters of a
fairly severe ethical nature) or
punished for any action taken
against a Suppressive Person
or Group during the period
that person or group is ‘Fair
Game'.
Suppressive Acts are defined
as actions or omissions under-
taken to knowingly suppress,
reduce, or impede Scientology
or Scientologists.
The under ‘A’ Attacks on
Scientology and Scientologists
is found: ‘6 Writing anti-
Scientology or anti-Scientolo-
gist evidence to the press.” So
by writing an anti-Scientology
letter to the press one becomes
‘Fair game, without right for
self possession or position.’
I do not like this. Perhaps by
writing this letter then, I have

turn to page 79
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continued from page 7

become a suppressive person.
Kenneth J. Myers, Roman
Road, Mountnessing,
Brentwood

At the time of going to press,
a Ministerial inquiry on the
cult of Scientology was under
way. William Burroughs com-
ments: ‘The Suppressive Per-
sons and security rules were
abolished by the Scientologists
several months ago. Now we
have thenew look Scientology.
I'll be interested to see the
inquiry results.’

Enjoyed your pictorialfeature

mendously. Those gleaming
muscles and powerful backs
were gorgeods. Don't ignore us
girls compfetely, will you?
Jane Pichanan, The Steyne,
Worthing
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