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PUBLIGC INQUIRY MADE HISTORY

Scientology |

peal heard

THE PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE PLANNING

APPEAL BY SCIENTOLOGISTS CONCLUDED

AT EAST GRINSTEAD ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON

AFTER LASTING THREE-AND-A-HALF DAYS —

THE LONGEST INQUIRY EVER TO BE HELD IN
THE TOWN.

The appeal by the Church of Scientology, California,
‘was into the refusal by East Grinstead Urban Council
to allow development extending 1o 23,500 square feet
atithe Seientology headquarters at Saint Hill Manor

_ on the outskirts of the town.

The Urban Council had
N booked East Grinstead Parish
. Hall for the inquirv which

cross-examining Mrs. Jane
Kember, Deputy Guardian
and Public Relations Officer

.

was expected to last only two
daays.

The Ministry of Housing
and Local Government Inspec-
tor conducting the inquiry was
Mr. H. V. Loney who will now
make his recommendations to
the Minister whose decision
;vi:l be made known at a later

ate.

On Wednesday last week the
College of Scientology was ac-
cused of being a.‘bogus insti-
tution’ by Mr. James Wilkie,
representing the Sussex Rural
Community Council.

Mr. Wilkie, 72, and a former

" senlor administrative official

in the Ministry of Education,
made the accusation when

at Saint Hill

He had produced a docu-
ment which he described as a
‘prospectus’ for Saint Hill and
asked Mrs. Kember the mean-
ing of the word ‘dianetic’
which appeared in it.

She gave the meaning of the
word and said it appeared in
the Oxford and Webster's
dictionaries.

Mr. Wilkie disagreed and
said the word did not exist.
It was similar to another
word (dianoetic) which
meant something completely
different.

At this point the Inspector,
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intervened and said they would
assume there was some other
usc of the word and urged the
inquiry to keep to rcelovant
jssucs.

Mr. Wilkie said his motive
in asking the question was
‘that this college is a bogus
institution and the kind of
activity that goes on there is
not cducational.’ He thought
this was important because
educational grounds had becn
produccd.

‘It is not education at all
but the process of initiation
into a clique, he added.

‘IRRELEYANT’

After he had said this, Mr.
Howard Sharp, leading for the
Kcientologists, said: ‘The Press
arg ‘hcre and this is being
rcgﬁned.‘ The planning
awthority had never used its
powers to take action against
Saint ill. What Mr. Wilkie
ha'_('.‘gq;d_was highly irrelevant.

Tue Inspector said that if it
coyklfre: shown that the exten-
sion; «: waenld  increase  any
nuisange pthere it would be
relevant,, Jf;, Mr. Wilkic was
going. 1@ Quuiy the bona fides
of the Beieplologists as such
he had,. tpated it in cross-
examingljop gs far as he could
8O. iy

He had saadier askied Mrs.
Kember ddanyéorm of educa-
tional test - .01 gelection was
applicd for sdmittapce to the
college. She o ggid . 'No, not
particularly.”

The criterin for admission
was that people were not
insane, not there for any
kind of medical purposes,
and not there for purposes
other than te ‘improve them-
selves personally.’

Mrs. Kember also told him
the age rangce at the college
was 17 1o 60, possibly younger.
She did not know if any
certifieates  issued by  the
college to students were recog-
nised by outside bodies.

Mr. E. W. H. Christic, a
London barrister who owns
land ncar Saint Hill — Ridge
Hill Woodland —~— said that
Jast year he had telephoned
the Scicntologist’s tegal
department and thrcatened
them with an injunction.

- Mrs. Kember ~ in cross-
examination — said she was
not aware of this.

She was also not aware that

the reason he telephonced was:
that ‘a mentally dcrnngcd!
member of vour establishment
was at large and roaming over
my property and frightening
my children.’

The man was an American
or spoke with an American
accent,  Since  his  telephone
call the man had net appeared
on his property Mr, Christic
said.

Mirs. Kember said she was
not awisre of the incident.

Later during Cross-
examination Mrs. Kember

said that shouting was a

part of training. Mr.

Christie asked if that would

explain why, last summer,

someone shouted ‘Harold’

every three minutes for a

week.

She said it was not part of
any training she knew of.

She disagreed with his sug-
gestion that many of the
people at  the college had
found difficultv in facing up
to the problems of the world
and that they were ‘frightened
of the cffects of radiation.’

She also denied a suggestion
that people who attended the
collcge were ncurotic. It was
not in any way providing
medical or psyvchological treat-
ment.

Mr. Christie: ‘When the pre-
mises were raided in 1967 b,\:
th= police, were you prescent?

Mrs. Kember: ‘We have
never been raided.”

PASSPORT CHECK

Mr. Christic: ‘Visited?’

Mrs. Kember said she was
yresent but the only police
activity was when they
stopped people at the gates
and asked foreigners to show
their  passports. Only one
person stopped did not have
a passport.

Mpr. Christic: ‘You were not
on¢ of the oncs whe made an
cscape across my land?’

Mrs. Kember: ‘I am a
British subject.’

Mr. Christie- sai@ on that
day a large “umber of J)eoplc
trampled across his land.

Mr. Tom Morton, a chartered
enginecr, gave evidence on be-
half of the Scientologists. Saint
Hill Manor was typical of many
large houses and grounds
throughout the country which
at onc time were in private
hands, he said.

Where such
were in rural

properties
areas they

tended to become the homes

of education and institutional

organisations.

He¢ said that the Council’s
main hope, apparently, that the
manor might revert o private
residential occupation, was, to
say the lecast, substantially
qualificd by the planning per-
mission confirmed in 1964 for
the pceimanent use of  the
property by the Collicge of
Scientology.

Assuming this to be pre-
domincently for a residential
college, for example, he thought
there would be nothing to pre-
vent it being usced as a residen-
tial or boarding school—or a
different  kind of residential
college, without the formality
of a planning permission
according to class 12 of the
Town and Country Planning
(Use Classes) Order, 1963.

‘BROAD HINT’

Mr. Morton said that the
‘broad hint’ by the Minister
after the previous inquiry was
followed up by applications in
November and December 1964.

‘It is understandable, I think.
that the Council virtually
abandoned all their pre-con-
ceived arguments in the light
of the Minister’s dcecision and
permission .successively for
single-storey building in much
the same position as the pre-
vious appeal site,” he added.

To =ay that this positive
planning history - formed mno
preccdent for considering fur-
ther applications, as the Coun-
cil had was ‘the height of
absurdity.’ To his mind this
previous history was obviously
relevant.’ 4

His attention had been
drawn to ene of the Council’s
reasons for refusal — that
there was evidence that the
manner in which the appel-
lants conducted their activi-
ties was ecauslng nuisance
and annoyance to other locanl
residents, and which had
aroused considerable Jocal
opposition to the proposed
development.

Whatever this evidence might
be, he said, it did not scem to
afford a justification for de-
ciding against the extensions.

Commenting on onc of the
Council’'s reasons for refusal—
that the nced for a teaching
block was not apparent— My,
Morton said they were failing

T

to take a realistic view of the
situation.

In principle the appallants
had alrcady cstablished a need
for a further e¢xtension in the
form of a teaching block, to
the satisfaction of the Council.

The planning permission con-
firmed in April 1965 was based
on the submission of an appli-
cation which indicated the full
scope of the proposals by the
collicge,

By this he mcant the erection
of a building. in. four stages.
While it was true the per-
mission contemplated the erec-
tion of blocks one and two of
the building (now in use) so
far as the approval of details
was concerned, the application
indicated that approval was
sought on accompenying build-
ing and block plans.

Alr. Morton told the Inspector
the .Scie.ntologists
mission in principle to build
educational buildings.

The Inspector: ‘T'he only
difference in this application
is that these buildings arve set
out in a different manner and
increaseld floor area?

¢ Mr. Morton said this was so.
i ‘And what,’ ‘said the Inspector,
‘The Council had really re-
fused was the layout of the
superficial area of the build-
ings involved.’ Mr. Morton
agreed.

06 AT COLLEGE?

He understood the Council
to have granted planning per-
mision for a sewage works
with a capacity for 700 pcople.
This would indicate that the
Council expected 700 people to
use the college.

Cross-examining him My,
Anthony McCowan, for the
Council, read a letter from the
Council to the College which
stated that the permission for
the sewage works must not be
in any way taken ‘as an
intimation that the Counecil
will grant further planning
permission,” to the cxtent of
700 people.

Turning to the ‘previous per-
missiong’ Mr. McCowan pointed
out that the present application
was headed ‘outline appllpl-
tion." : s

On the Jirst day of the in-

quiry, Mrs. Janc Kember,
had given ¢videnec.

had per- So

She said the College was an
cducational organisation which
stemmed from the Church of
lS-]cisextology of California, in the

In 1959 the founder, Mr. Ron
Hubbard, acquired Saint Hill
flrst of all for residential pur-
poses but ultimately if possible
for its use for the purposcs of
the College.

In time it was found that the
work of the College needed to
be put on a more permanent
basis and Mr. Hubbard gave it
over in 1966 to the parent body.
the Church of Scientology.

Mrs. Kember, wWhen cross-
examined, said that Mr. Hub-
bard did not run the College,
but communicated with them.

She explained that Scien-
tology was based, fundamen-
tally, on humanistic principles.

Students were drawn mainly
from all parts of Great Britain.
far as she was aware
neither the personal behaviour
of students nor the behaviour
of staff had given rise to any
criticism or complaint by the
Council.

‘SURPRISED’

The College was surprised
to learn from the Council’s

written submissions that
activities were causing
annoyance.

She said she had been asked
to say that, had there been any
justitication for this statement,
it was extremely surprising
that no one on behalf of the
Council had secen fit to make
representations to the College
on the subject before: the
appeal.

Mrs. Kember estimated that
there were about 30 staff at
Saint Hill and another 30 staff
attached to the ‘world wide
organisation.’ There were about
250 students. Both numbers
fluctuated a great deal.

She stressed that she had
not consulted any figures and
later in the inquiry gave evid-
ence quoting different figures
from a payroll certified by
accountants. which she had
obtained.

When asked by Mr. McCowan
what would happen if more
and more people applied to
come to Saint Hill, she replied
that they would have to start
Himiting attendances. She also
sald there would be no further
expansion at Saint Hill.

My, McCowan: ‘That fs an
oflicial pronouncement?’

Mrs. Kember: ‘Yes.'

An examination of the pay
roll of the College organisation
and the world wide organisa-
tion for the weck ending July
12, by chartered accountants,
showced 140 people to be work-
ing at the college. This was
made up of 55 College staff, 26
staff of the world wide organi-
sation, 29 executive trainees
temporarily on the payroll, five
night staff and 17 domestic
staff, together with cight staff
handling the Scicntologists’ sea
organisations. There were 234
students.

CALLED AT SCHOOLS

Cross-examined by Mr. Ivor
Jones, a farmer with property
near Saint Hill, she was asked
if it was policy ‘to accost people
in a public place, in the street,’

Mrs. Kember said she would
not use the word ‘accost.’

Mr. Jones, giving an example,
asked what she would call it
if he was discussing Scien-
tology with another person in
the market and somcone came
ptp and started spcaking about
it.

Mrs. Kember said she wculd
call it. ‘attempting to com-
municate.’

She said she was aware that
members of the College had
gone to schools in East Grin-
stead and attempted to address
the pupils. They had asked per-
mission.

Mr. Jones said that the
children of one particular
school had been instructed in
Scientology methods and it had
caused *uproar’ in the town.

Mrs. Kember said she had
onl{ heard that incorrect
methods were used.

Mr. Jones alleged that some
of the children had been
adversely affected.

"At this point Mr. Sharp
asked him if hc could prove
this. Could he¢ produce any
medical certificates? He could
not make allegations without

proof. .

Mr. Jones said he could
prove them if Mr. Sharp
syanted to be at the inquiry for
some time. -

Mr. Jack Greaves, East
Grinstead engineer and sur-

wveyor, said in evidence that

on. the. Town Map for KEast
Grinstead, Saint Hill Manor
estate was outside the deveiop-
ment areas. It was within an

SEE PAGE 6

4

e e s serrtine B

PP NP

e




6

East Grins

NUN GAVE EVIDENCE ON °

FROM PAGE 5

area where it was intended the
existing uses of the land
should rcmain for the most
part undisturbed.

Only bufldings essential to
agriculture or forestry should
be permitted, he said.

Yeierring to the previous
appeal by Mr. L. Ron

ubbard. he sajld that as a

result of the appeal decision:
’an application was submitted
for the erection of buildings
at Saint Hill. This was
|approved by the council on
:November 4, 1964,

He said a considerable num-
ber of applications had been
submitted for development at
the Manor. Some development,
without planning permission,
he alleged, had also taken

place. He submitted a list
giving information of enforce-
!ment measures the eouncil
1had had to takec.

| The application now before
‘'the inguiry was submitted on
October 20, 1967, and when
Iplaccd before the council a
;month later it was decided to
idefer consideration. This was
for consultation with the
County Planning Officer and
for observations from the.
Kent River Authority.

On December 14, the:
County Planning Officer in-|
formed the Clerk of the
Council that the propesed
development involved a sub-
stantial! departure from the
provisions on the develop-
ment plan.

Bearing - in mind the inten-
tions of the Town Map and
the application of good plan-
ning principles he felt the:
council fully justified in reach-
ing their decision.

Cross-examined by Mr,
McCowan, he said he under-
stood Mr. Hubbard left Saint
Hill about 18 months ago. He
did not know if Mr. Hubbard!
would be returning, or that'
the top floor of the Manor was !
used from time to ‘timc by
members of the Scientologists’
sca organisation — by people
coming from boats.

IMPARTIAL

Mr. Sharp, cross-examining,;
him. asked he considered;
the plann!np{' application now!
before the tnquiry had been
dealt with by the council ‘in
the spirit of impartiality.’

Mr. Greaves said he did.

Mr. Greaves said he did not
consider the need for a teach-
ing block at Saint Hill
apparent, bearing in mind the
use of the principal building.

Mr. McCowan asked if there
was any application to the
council Lo change the use of
Lthe 42 acres of grounds of the
Manor from residential to
educational use. Mr. Greaves
said there was, in 1964. But {t
was withdrawn and there had’
been no further application.

Mr. Sidney Frederic Vine,:
Senior Assistant County Plan-
ning Officer, sald the Manor
was in a site where # was
intended the existing uses
should remain largcly un-
disturbed. It was the County

Council's policy to prevent, as
far as possible, l.hég.‘tuu'her

tead Obscrver, Thursday, Tuly 25, 1968

THE FINAL DAY

spread of undesirable scat-
tered development.

Saint Hill Manor was an
attractive three-storcy stone-
built mansion set in beautiful
surroundings. In his view it
would he entircly wrong to
allow further large buildings
to be put up in the grounds.

In a group of this kind
the Manor House should be
the principal building. Other
large buildings woulad
destroy the visual amenity.

The intensification of the
activities within the site would
.also be damaging to the rural
jamenities of the area.

Mr. Christie, who had
.spoken earlier at the inquiry,
'said it was through no fault
|of the Press that there was a
widespread impression in the
!town that the Inspector was
isitting to decide whether or
inot Scientology should be con-
idemned. He sald this to avoid
disappointment at the end of
the inquiry that its result was
inot the removal of Scientology
from the area.

At least half his objections
and those of his neighbour,
Mr. F. Lykiardopolous, whom
he was representing, were
based on what use was at
present being made of the
premises.

Planning applications could
not be made in . a theoretical
vacuum. Planning was a
matter of bricks and mortar,
trees, roads, rivers, country-
side and people, above all
people. .

He hoped the Inspector
‘would take note of the effect
of the application on the
neighbours,

Mr. Christie said that in the
past six months he had been
very little troubled by noise,
{which, last year, was infuriat-
ing. Seme sort of amplifiers
'were in operation for as much
;as cight hours a day.

HOUSING SHORTAGE'

. Already it was vlery dimc!ult
or young people getting
married to buy a house, said
Mr. (.':lu't-‘_y i:(t’ie.--h Ap.irt trgm-the
countrywide housing shortage,
in the KEast Grinstead area
any suitable building "~was
bought as accommodation by
mcmbers of the Scientology
organisation.. . o

East Grinstead would not be
a_suitable ‘vhoice, nor Saint
Hill a suitable site for develop-
nient as a conventionul
college, or as a university and
expanding university town.

The planned expansion of
East Grinste.d as a dormitory
town for Londom, as & local
centre for, and as & com-
munity, - had limp(l‘y not
allowed for this additional
influx. . He did mot believe it
could be absorbed even were
the organisation at Saint Hill
an ordinary educational
establishment with extra
mural students.

A Nun said on Friday that

stead, and the Peredur Home

she had stamped on the foot
of a young man who came to'
the ‘door of her school and!
wanted to tell her about
Scientology.

Sister Marina, of the Society
of 8t. Margaret, headmistress
of St. Agnes and St. Michael's
School, East Grinstcad, sajd
he was one of two young men
w}lxo arrived im the pouring
rain.

‘I told them the dinner
bell had gone, she sald. ‘He
said it did net matter and

ut his foot imside the door. .

stamped on M foot and
closed the door, Sister
Marina said. .

‘TUPROAR’

She was called as a witness
by Mr. Ivor Jones, who asked
her to tell of eircumstances
concerning a private school in
the town, which caused wide-
spread publicity seven or eight
years ago.

There had been ‘uproar’
over methods wused at the
school, recommended in a
book by Mr. Hubbard, Mr.
Jones said. k

Sister Marina said she took .
8 number of children into her
school from this school. ‘

‘One _child was a clever little
girl. When she arrived she was |
furtive, frightemed, looking
over her shoulder.” She was
obviously much affected and
nervous, Sister Marina said.
Another child burst into tears
at the slightest question. He
looked at one %ike a zombie
and talked in a dead, fiat
voice.’ .

She said the symptoms
diminished appreciably by the

jsecond term and disappeared.

by the end of the children's
first year at her school.

Mr. Sharp said this evidence
was irrelevant. He asked
Sister Marina to accept that
the man involved had been
‘very heavily diseiplined as a
result of it and he is no longer
a Scientologist.’ .

Mr. John Warde, represent-
ing - . three . local residents,
Selected London Properties of
the Standen Estate, East Grin-

School, East Grinstead, rcading
a statement on behalf of the
Peredur . Home -8chool and
Training Centre, for malad-
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justed and autistic

oung !
geople, said that they could not
e allowed out into the town or

for country walke without the

fear, often justified, that they
would be = approached by
Scientologists.

Local applicants for posts at
the school were ‘suspect’ until
it was established they were
not Scientologists, the state-
ment said.

The school, which

recognised as unique by
education authorities and
psychiatrists, was already
threatened in its work by the
presence of the Scientologists
in_such close proximity.
- The statement mentioned
two cases of young staff who
were persuaded to attend lee-
tures at the college. . They
became 80 involved they were
thrown completely off balance
and had to leave thé school
as their work was seriously
affected. .

“DON'T PESTER’

‘Scientology openly pro-
claims its Interests not only
in adults and adolescents,

© but in cxulte voung children,
and it is now catering for
m by special meetings,’

he read from the statement.

Mr. Ivor Jomes said in
evidence that if the Scientolo-
gists wanted to be accepted
by the people of East Grin-
stead they would have to
change their ways and ‘not
pester the lives of the local
residents—as they do to an
unreasonable degree.’

‘He alleged he had been
‘pestered’ by Scientologists
calling at -his house, «.sking
for rooms. ‘One woman got her
Car up to the front door and
trii%d to force her way in, he
said.

Frequently he had taxis call-
ing at the wrong address and
Scientologists, looking for
others, called at his home. One
got him out of bed at 6.30 a.m.
recently,

‘Mr. Hubbard said it was his
intention to make East Grin-
stead the first “clear” town,
which means that he intends
that the lives of & large num-
ber of people will be inter-
fered with if his intention is
achieved,’ Mr. Jones said. .

But the majority of local
people wanted nothing to do
with Bcientology and wanted
to see the back of Bcelentolo-
Rlsts, . b

Fran Freeman,

« Mr. 'ﬁ

senfor public th_inspec-
tor for the council, said
there were 20 houses in the
town known %o be let in
occupation. A1l
we;:. occupied by Sclentolo-

“There had :been 16 com-

was

.plaints, seven. .anonymous,
alleging = overcrowding, car
.doors slamming .and . oceca-

‘sional noise at night.
* Asked by Mr. Sharp how
much attention he gave to
anonymous calls Mr. Freeman
sald as much as he gave to
other complaints, .

Mrs. Helen Weightman, of
The Nook, Dormans Land,!
told the Inspector her son had
Joined the Scientologists and
the last time she had heard
from him was a letter last
July. At the time of writing
he was 22

The letter, which was read
out, said: ‘Dear Mrs. H.
Weightman, I do not wish to
|have any further connections

1into? Tt

1However interesting jt

R EEE———————————

with you for the following
reasons: : -

‘I, Until you change your
mind about the way you feel
towards S8cientology. ,
‘2. To stop speaking false
rumours about my person and
my fellow people in Scien-
tology.

‘8. Try to suppress me into
feeling wrong and stupid.

‘4. To spread false rumours
about Scientology.

‘5. Stop tryinz to rule and
control other people's lives.

‘Under these conditions I am
disconpecting from you until
such time you fulfil these con-
ditions, ours (signed),
John Richard Weightman.'.
‘Mr. Sharp said he was not
going to put Mrs., Weightman
under any strain  about
letter. - He was wonder
about the " usefulness of °
letter in a planning appeal ¥
The Inspector said he’
not wish to pursue the g
as far as Mrs, Weight
concerned. Sy
- In his final submissity .
MecCowan spoke of tHe™
bers at the college. DY

e
ber 1867 it had been yiid
were 203 staff at Wt 1
Now the " ln&uziry e 1

» nﬂ N

there were

domestics. Mrs.

said there were f
‘You really }

a

lot c;:) I;en::e:“ %i. VRNE vou
are . Wy
Mr. M sR 4 .bne did
el oy A
ologists wo : as
Grinstead. MR Yeft the
result would I8¢ & %dlutter of
buildings. o

Referring to a copy of "The
Auditor, a S8cientology publi-
cation, Mr. McCowan gquoted
an advertisement in it saying:
‘Enrol on the clearing course

now.’
FINAL SUBMISSION

That did not sound like an
organisation trying to keep its
numbers down, he said. .

Mr. S8harp, in his final sub-
mission,  -confessed he had
approached the case with a
good -deal: of unxiety and a

t deal ‘of responsibility,
mhg in mind - what had
happened in the town in the
past, as far as the appellants
were .concerned, . ...

X As :A:;Ju‘v:b ‘lt.mon;; Mdmw
eep .oné's. firmly on the
ground. ‘What was the .inquiry
was an application by
the colleze - for vlanning per-
mission to -extend existing
educational buildings.
It was extremely difficult to
divorce what was material in
the context of such an apveal
from what was immaterial,
might
however " important it
might be, s0 far as the local
object¢rs were concerned. :
- The council's decision, he
‘said, x7as hardly achieved in
an atmosphere conducive to
impartiality. - The council's
case had failed to demonstrate
that the extensions were un

necessary. - :
Referri; to Mr. Christie’s
-evidence, Mr. Sharp said  his

remarks, when analysed, fell
to_the ground.

There had been statements.
made by & number of people
in good faith. He was not
going to challenge them. Thoy-
might be -perfectly accurate,
Even-{f they were, how far
wag the Minister justified in
taking them into account?




