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y Gouncil call special meeting

~N I.ﬂAST GRINSTEAD URBAN COUNCIL WERE DUE TO HOLD A SPECIAL
§ 4 OMEETING LAST NIGHT (WEDNESDAY) TO DISCUSS THE STATE.
MENT MADE 1IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY THE MINISTER OF
~ HEALTH. MR. KENNETH ROBINSON, OF GOVERNMENT PLANS TO CURB
THE GROWTH OF SCIENTOLOGY, WHICH HAS ITS WORLD HEAD.
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§\ln last week’s
J 'Observer'...
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~+ Feaction will be interest-

- «0g. The British are only pre-
s !pared to tolerate so much in
{the way of insults from non-

#{British organisations who base |

o |themseives in this country.

it The Scientologists would do].

s weil to remember that, or may-
“1be the time will come when
this country i3 placed out of

a,|bounds to Scientologlsts. . .-

is

The Minister of Health made
his statenient on Scientology
in the Housce of Commons
last Tharsday afternocon. The
above Is an extract from
Sentinel's Column in the
‘East Grinstead Observer
last Thursday morning.

% Sentinel

QUARTERS AT SAINT HILL MANOR, EAST GRINSTEAD.

In a written reply to Mr. Ceuﬂ're..\' Johnson Smith,
East Grinstead’s M.P., the Minister said the Govern-
nient had hecome increasingly concerned at the spread
of Scientology in the United Kingdom.

In a stateent issued by the Scientologists they
alleged that the Home Office had been supplied with
‘manufactured evidence obtained by telephone tapping,
secret observation and similar methods normally
associated with a Police State, rather than a

democracy.’

Scientology, said Mr. Robin-
son, was a ‘pseudo-philosophi-
cal cult’ introduced some years
ago from the United States.

It had bcen deseribed by its
foundcer, Mr. L. Ron Hubbarad,
‘as the world's largest mental
hcalth organisation.’ .

The Government are satis-
fied, having reviewced all the
available evidence, that Scien-
to[(égy is socially harmful,’ he
said.

‘It alienates members of
families from each other
and attributes squalid and
disgraceful motives to all
who oppese it.

- ‘Its authoritarian principles

and practice are a potential
menace to the personality and
well-being of those so dcluded
as to become its followers.
‘Above all, its methods can
be a serious danger to the
hcalth of those who submit to

SEE BACK PAGE
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THE MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL-—LAFAYETTE RON
. QF SCIENTOLOGY,
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OVERNMENT CURB THE GROWT

HUBBARD, THE FOUNDER
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‘MANUFACTURED EVID
'SAY THE SCIENTOLOG

FROM PAGE ONE

them. There is evidence that
children are now being in
doctrinated.

“There is no power under
existing iaw to prohibit the
practice of Scientology. but
the Government bhave con-
cluded that it is so objection-
able that it would be right
to take all steps within their
roWer to curb its growth.

t appeared that Scientology
had drawn its inherents
largely from overseas, though
the organisation was now
making intensive efforts to re-
cruit residents of this
country.

Foreign natlionals come to
Britain to study Scientology.

‘The Government can pre-
vent this under existing law
(The Aliens Order) and have
decided to do 80, he said.

‘The following steps are
being taken with immediate
effect.

‘(a) The Hubbard College of
Scientology and all other
Scientology cstablishments
will no longer be accepted as
educational establishments for
the purposes of Home Office
policy on the admission and
subsequent control of foreign
nationals

b Forelgn national:
arviving at United Kingdecm

ports intending to proceed to
Scientology establisments will
no loger be eligible for
admission as students.

‘(c) Foreign nationals who
are already in the UK. for
example as visitors, will not
be granted student status for
the purpose of attending a
Scientology establishment.

‘(d) Foreign nationals who
are already in the UXK. for
study at a Scientology estab-
lishment will not be granted
extensions of stay to continue
these studies.

‘(e) Work permits and em-
ployment vouchers will not be
issued to foreign nationals (or
Commonwealth citizens) for
work at a Sclentology estab-
lishment.

(f) Work permits already
issued to foreign nationals for
work at a Scientology estab-
lishment will not be extended.

Mr Robinson  concluded:
‘The Home Secretary and
have amassed a considerable
body of evidence about the
activities of the cult in this
country, in particular its effect
on the mental health of a
number of its clients. and its
treatment of those who
attempt to leave the move-
ment or who apposec it in any

WRY.
‘We shall continuce to keep a
close watch on the sgituation

AASNY

and  are ready to consider
other measures should they
prove necessary.'’

The following Press state-
ment was issued by ‘' The office
of The Guardian Church of
Scientology’ on Saturday:

*Starements have been made
by the Minister of_ Health,
under Parliamen Privilege,
on the Church of Scientology
In the strongest possible terms
we wish to state that
charges made are entirely
inaccurate and untenable.
Furtkermore, we have reason
to believe that the methods by
which the information was
obtained ensured not only mis-
understanding but deplorable
inaccuracy.

‘We atfirm that Scientology
is an applied religious philo-
sophy - solel designed . to
increase the individual's ability
within his community regard-
less of race. class, colour or

«

I| nationality. .

‘The proof of its accept-
ability is demonstrated in ils
rapid expansion. Thousands of
people, having tried it, find it
workable, and use it in their
everyday life to become better
people. '

‘Scientology is not a philo-
sophy which accepts for train.
ing the insane, tho physically
or mentally - sick, or the

criminal.

‘We already know that
with the co-operation of a
private assoclation, the Home
Office was supplied with
manufactured evidence ob-
tained by phone tapping,
secret observation and simi-
lar methods normally asso-
cinted with a Police Stale,
rather than a democracy.
‘It seems remarkable. to say

the least, that the whole matter
was brought up in Parliament
only the day before it recessed,
and that therefore the con-
sequent Press and television
coverage appeared without the
Church of Scientology .being
given any chance to answer
the charges made.

‘BETTER LIFE’

‘In a society not ruled by
criminals,” there is no threat
posed by a religious or
philophic minority who in a
quiet and orderly fashion
enable individuals to live a

- | better, freer life in the estima-

tion of themselves and their
fellows. There i8 no threat or
menace to the honest man
implied b the increasing
growth of ctentology.'

Two American cientology
students were kept at Heath-
row Airport for nearly tive
hours on Sunday. They were
8 man and his wife and two
children. who were told it had
been decided to return them
to America. '

- It is understood these were
the first Scientology students
who were not allowed to enter
the country following the
Minister’'s statement in the
House last Thursday.

Another  American
deseribed himself as an ‘In-
dependent  Scientologist' was
later refused permission to

who

f

NCE’

Mr. Geoffyey Johnson Smith,
M.P. for EAst Grinstead, told
the ‘Observer’: ‘1

that the nister has taken
note of t representations
gmt‘ ha\rteh. n made to :i.l;ls

urin| three . y: :
since ‘l Member

from people Whose families

ve been aff by this cult.
These letters ve given a
dreadful account. T have no

douht that wmal

the Minister ha} taken the,
ecorrect action, an§ others will’
think that he has hot gone far
enough.’ :

~

enter the countryl and was
escorted to a pland returning
to New York.

A charter fiight tol bring 180
Scientology studen from

America to England lwas can-|,

celled on Monda{.
ssue:

A statement by the:
National Council fo! Civill
Liberties sald: ‘The-N.C.CL.

is gravely concerned at the
implications of the statement
by the Minister of Health on
the Sclentology cult. The ure
of administrative measures by
the Government to obstruct the
frecedom of association is
objectionable in principle and
dangerous in practice.

‘The Anderson Report of
1863 cannot take the place of
a judicial inquiry in the UK.
The Report is, however, pot
without relevance and should
be published here as quickly
as possible. :

‘The N.C.CL. shares the
general concern for some of
the cuit's activities, but
would also poin? out that it
is not alone in ex?reulnz
authoritarian principles, nor
indoctrinating chlidren.
.‘Similar allegations have

heen made against the M.R.A..
Plymouth Brethren, Jehovah's
Witnesses and other more
widely held beliefs. If vague
charges are the only basis for
administrative action,

that they are open to similar
expressions of Governmental
displeasure.

‘There is a strong case for

a Government White Paper

on what known about

Scientology in Britain, If

the need to protect indivi-

duals against the activities.
of the cult can bhe demon-
strated, legislation may be

appropriate. .

‘However, it must be pre-
ceded by adequate public dis-
cussion and the provision of
more information.

¢ Administrative measures
against which there is no
appeal, are no substitute for
tiie normal processes of law.’

Mr. Johnson Smith spoke
about Scientciogy on BBC
television in ‘24 Hours’

day in the same programme

two Scicntologists from S8aint |

then (i
many other groups may feel|:

b -
Thursday evening. On Mon-j’

Hill were interviewed. :




