Ex-ScientoIdgist Tells

of ‘Fear’ Atmosphere

MCMaster Accuses Hubbard of Fostering
Spiritual Tyranny Within Organization

. BY JOHN DART
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One year ago an articu-
late but sofl-spoken man
named John McMaster
was extolling the virtues
of Scientology and L. Ron
Hubbard, the founder of
the worldwide, quasi-
scientific "religion.”

Appearing on television
talk shows and giving lec-
tures as Hubbard's perso-
nal representative, Mc-
Mast er was eminently
qualified. He was the first
person Lo achieve Sciento-
logy's state .of “clear,"
which purportedly gives a
person full control of his
mental processes.

Now McMaster describes
the Church of Scientology
and other organizations
run by Hubbard as engag-
ing in "spiritual {yranny.”

"Ron was always busy
gelting everybody looking
Deyond the muiberry bush
for a nonexistent enemy,”
safd McMaster in a recent
interview,

Discipline Group

The 43-year-old South
African was in Los An-
geles for the first time
since he resigned last
November from Scicnlolo-
gy's Sea Organization.

Scientology was an oul-
growth bf a book, "Diane-
tics,” published in -1950
and written by Hubbdrd, a
onetime science - fiction
writer and Hollywood
screenwriter.

TFor more than a decade,

working from a yacht in
the Medilerranean, Hub-
bard has elaborated on
psychoanalytic techniques
with the "E-meter," simi-
lar to a lie-detector, and
the courses offering "the
road to-total freedom."
The. Scientology organi-
zations have had run-ins
with the Food and Drug
| Administration and Inter-

" this
. some government agen-
- cles in other countries.
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However, Scienlology offi-
cials claim that they have
been falsely misrepresent-
ed by some disenchanted
followers, government of-
ficlals and the news me-
dia.
London Suburb

World headcuarters is in
a London suburb, hut a
large following exists in
the United States, particu-
larly in Los Angeles
where the American Saint
Hill Organization, 2723 W.
Temple St.. represents the
only advance-course cen-
ter for Scientology in this
country.

McMaster said he re-
sighed because of "unne-
cessary harshness" in the
organization “"that kept
people in a kind of electro-
nie jitter.” He said he also
opposed his reassignment
from a public relations

nission lo the United Na-
tjons to service aboard one
of the Sea Organization's
Several yachts.
McMaster, still con-
vinced of the value of
Scienlology's teachings
and analytic- lechniques,
recently gave some lec-
tures in Phoenix and the
Los Angeles area on be-
half of a Dianology organi-
zation in Weslwood run
by Jack Horner, another
ex-Scientologist.
Lecture sponsors in
Phoenix, McMaster said,
were told by Scientolo-
gists that "a different spir-
it was occupying the body
of John McMaster." Mc-

. Master said he had heard

that explanation used be-

\

© God," he said.
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fore in Scientology to ex-
plain - the changed attl-
tudes of some persons. '

A spokesman from the
Church of Scientology,
2005 W. 9th St., denied
that the church has said
that of McMaster.

Regarding the circum-
stances of McMaster's re-
signation, the spokesman
said reports had been
made by Scientologists
last year that McMaster
was "holding the founder
in contempt In public,"
was becoming money-mo-
tivated and was accused of
conduct unbecoming a mi-
nister of the church.

"We starled making ev-
ery allempt to get him to
undergo spiritual rehabili-

" spokesman,
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" tation, but these attempl:l

were thwarled,” said the
A telegram
was sent recalling Mc-
Master for rest and spirl-
tual counseling, but no re-
ply was made, said the of-
ficial. ;
Later Expelled

"At that point he left and
went into hiding and ten-
dered his resignation, but
not through proper au-
thorities," said the spokes-
man. For McMaster's "be-.
trayal of trust" and other
acts, he was later expelled
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b:lﬂih“cd from 23rd l"nge
from the church, the
spokesman said.. -

McMaster left New York
by freighter {o his home in

Durban, South Africa, but
only after expressing the
hope for some rapproche-
ment with Hubbard,

" While in Durban - Mec-
Master said he. was ap-
proached by Scienlologists
who offered to give him

some "Class A auditing .

(interviewing)" frée of
charge. "I accepled it as a
jicace offering hut I asked

" ‘my mother to come with

me." said McMasler.

"It wasn't audiling. It
was a securily check—
they were {rying {o Iind'
some crime I'd commit-
ted,"” McMaster said. ‘-

‘Closed Book'
~"At this stage, they left
me and 1 realized that
Scientology was a closed
book [or me," he said.

McMasler said he has
not denounced the tech-
niques of Dianelics and

Scientology "and never

will." But the organization
in charge has "built a
structure and called

it

'&7":7'
b '.\..; coe i
o o

. Mc)laster in February,
1966 became lhe first ol
thousands {o achieve
"clcar” slatus.

If McMaster disagreed
with the practices in
Scientology, why didn’t he
quit sooncr? "I felt that as
long as 1 cbul(l get oul and
deliver the sane truth, (his

would show that all this
el..hi.cs stuff (internal se-
curity) was perfectly un-
hecessary," he said. "Il
didn't work,” he said.




