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A dangerous precedent over smenml@gy‘? e

Nigel Lawson examines the use of arbitrary
powers against members of the cult and asks why the
Foster Report is still unpublished

In reply to a written guestion in
the House of Commorns a fow
days azo, the Seerctary of Siate
for Social Servives. Sir Keith
Joseph, declired that he would
te making an aanouncement
about the publication of the
Foster Report on Scientology
(13 soon "

However soon “soon ™ may
be, he has certainly takea his
time about it. For the repore,
which wus commissioned by his
prodecessar, Mr Richard Crivss-
mun, in January, 1969, has now
been in his hands for the best
part of ¢ight manths,

The most likely cxplunation
for the delay must be the Depuari-
meat of Health and  Social
Security is not at all happy with
the report, 1is by ol wecouns
a massive Jocument; but uniike
most such reports it is the work
of a single individuzl, Sir Joha
Forter. the Tary MP, QC. and
fellow of Al Soub who ook the
souniewhat idiosy acraie Gf under-
standable) course of awcephng
aothing but wnitie n\\ldbl\ss

\lnrmur. a8 & man of pro-
nounced libertarian beliels. Sor
John is hardly bhely 0 have
approved of the coplinuing use
of the alicas order to forbid the
cmr\ nto s country of all
foreign < adenis ™ of scien-
1ology

"1t is the existence of this ban
that presents the Government
with its most ohvious headache.
Imposed in August, 19638, by the
then Minister of Hcalth, Mr
Kenneth Robinson. in response
to growing disquiet both in and
o1t of Parliament ar the activi-
ties of the scieniologists. it has
been maintained by the present
Government pending the find-
ings of the Foster Report.

Mr Robinson obviously hoped
that the ban might persuade ‘the
so-called *Church of Scien-
tology ™ to remove its world
hzadquarters from East Grin-
stead to some less inhospitable
country. Bu: without the iruits
of any go\ernmcm inguiry to
justify it, the use of the Home
Oifice’s arbitrary powers in this
bluat and blanket tashion s¢t a
most undesirable preceden:.

Morecover, jt has fatled in its
purrase. Scigniolony in Britam
shows no sizn of deciae und the
world headquariers of the moe-
ment remains at East Grinstead.
Yet to end the ban now would

2 widely seen (ceriainly if the
seieniotogists have .m.xh'm. u
Jo with i not as i reassertion of

c:iv:l dikerties, Bat as a vindica-
1100 of Suientoloey - -if not of 1t
teneis, of least of dis harmibewicts
—and @ rc;mdialim of itt
Crit.es,

This is hardly the impression
t‘u Government can wish to

onmey, A VEar ago, fur example,

the scientologists brouzht an
action for libel against Mr
Geullrey  Johnson-Smith, MP,
for having implied in 1 BBC tele-
vision programme thut Scien-
tolozy was a harmful organiza-
tion: the jury found tha! this
implication was substantially
true and the action failed,

The Government's ditficuliy,
therefore. js primarily one of
deciding what balancing action it
mizht t;.kc to centrol thc aclivi-
ties of scientologists in  this
country. some action which
might be both desirable in itself
and an offset 10 the impact to
the efiect of removing the
Robinson ban.

After all. there are many
organizations in this country that
might well be considered harm-
ful, vet that in itself is not a
sullicient reasoa for Jegislating
aguinst them.

Tt seems likely that the Foster
Report will suggest, as the only
pavibie field for government
action, an amendment to the
madical Acts, Tt is virtually im-
pasuble to dafine what Scien-
toiogy is, largely because 90 per
cent of its l:.«.r..lnrc is obscure,
10 say the least. But although it

claims 10 ke @ chur.h a
ichgion  and  a  philosaphy,
it takes a very keen in-

teres: in men:al health, Diane-
tics (“the Moudern Science
of Mental Health ™) is one of the
cult’s key texts, treatment of
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mer:l illness fwhich, it holds, is
not .eally iilness ut all) is one of
its 20 cliaims, and the conven-
tion:! treatment of mental ill-
ness one of iis principal targets
of suack.

Tae conncxion between reli-
gion: and medicine is, of course,
nothing unusual, as the age-old
pra:iice of faith healing testifics.
But one option open to the Gov-
ernment s, clearly, to muake it
illegal for any medizally un-
quaiified person to claim to be
able o cure mental jllness.

here would be precedents for
lhu Anyone. in English law,
p'o' ded he does not claim quali-
fications he does not possess.
can put a brass plate up outside
his house. call himself a doctor,
and chim to cure any disgiase—
with the two exceplions of
caacs aad VD. In theosy, it
wouid be pasible to add mental
illnes to this select list.

It is. however, dilficult to
imagine the Government doing
thid \mhnut at least some con-
ceried represantaiion from the
malcal profossion that such a
stch wus pecessary 3 and this has
not yet h‘appcncd Morcover, it

is .aotoziously hard to define

wlmt mental illness begins and
end
]:Esmhu cless, thfre would seem
to0 be 2 case for ilf: appointment
of a further comng:tiee, this time
of madical men, I repert on the
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A leader of the scientology cult, Mr Ron Hubbard,

desirability and practicability of
some such legislation. While a
ban on so called fringe m'-dxcmc.
in gencral would be a thoroughly
retrograde siep. a strong case can
be muade for taking special care
where  mental . health is coi.
cerned. ]
However. 80 ‘long as the
churches continue 10 MOVE away
from religion - and towards
social work, it is probably in-
evitable that movements like
acicniology will (xnunah nmply

“benfits thcy claim

by filling the vacuum. But thers
is 0a¢ way in which the conven.
ticnal religions may yet be able
ta score ol the <sientolozists.
Churches, like political partics,
arc outside the ambit of the
Trade Descriptions Act, because
they do not take monsy for lh..
0 confer, A
commercial organization line the

- Church of Sucmo!og) enjoss .
such immunity. It would make 0

an interesting test case,

D Times Newspupers Lud 1971,

Traditional tactics used by British soldiers

British -‘yvyer'é"un the Markct

.




