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‘is ndiculous. I! a: mamreallyv
.'dolhrs, t.he best. way,would be *
‘to start his‘owrr religlog. 7/ £ £

'\IewJ’ersey in 1949, The’ speaker’
'semenL,and laughter.=

Several years later'Hubbard’ -
. was [to< open the - Founmng‘ '

the Chareh ol Sclentology htw
- made:maay, clalros,:one. of
whick was that he has been to

. beaven talce. In g fourthint - ,‘

a :serfex- of " articles; -Bob«
‘che-o np-orts ou - the man, .
hls txm.uy hls : connection -,
witk the charch, nnd somo of.’

“Wnting for a pcuny. a.\word b

~The above quote is taken trom 1~
‘a meeting of writers in Newark,

was- [afa yett. Ronald Hubbacd, :
then' - a. -successtul “33-year-old -
sciencery fiction. —writer. . T he:
audience .responded. wnh‘ a

Church:’. of . Scxentology'
Wa.shmqton. a0

In. fairness to Scxentologlsts, L
the.. much-quoted -remack. has.
been passed olf asenthera]oke- .
or- a_reference . taken . out.. of

" context, but. whatever- conclu- . .
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siond_oce may draw from.tie- - ¥

remaric there can be little daubt -
that it has remained something ~
of a millstone around. the neclc ot
the church... . . A0
Throughout his long and’ color- .

ful career Hubbard, has*been T

declarations that eanharnce -the
repul:mon ol his church not one ~
jota. i~y . - Tyt TN
The-: -melhod in- 'whnch ‘he
conducted -and laid - down, the
focundations - for the. following .
informal. christening service in
1957 could bardly have-:con-
vinced skeptics that they were -
wilnessing a church service. =
Addressing himself . to : the
babe, be intreduced the parents
and designated godparents .to
those gatbered. Taen, sull ad-
dressing the child, be continued:
*How are you? All right. Now
your name is, . , You got that?
Cood, There you are. Did that
ugset.you? Now, do-you realise
that you're & membec of HASI?
Pretty good, buh? All right. Now
I want to introduce you to your
father, this {3 Mr. . . . (1o the
parent):- Come over here. (To
the child): And here’'s.your
mother. And now In case you get
into trouble and want to borrow
wome quarters, here's Mro o ..
Sew him?- He's your. Gedfatber.,
Now take-a look at him..: .

“That'snght ‘And here’s’: . .-

in case you want some real good
auditing; she's your Godmother.
Cot-it2Z Now you ave suitably
christened. Dontworryabout xt
it could be warse. 0K,

“Thank you very" mm.h.
They’ll. treat you all'right.’

" The” church dces’ perform a
‘more  traditional and - formal
ritual, ‘but Hubbard's -early
m.ormal style has been kept by
Scientologists for austerity;

Hubbard's critics were suifa-
bly bemused when, in 1963, he
chimed he-had been to heaven
on two occasions. In his first

“visit, 7%~ which.  occurred
©**43,991,832,6L1,1T7 years, 34
days, 10 hours, 20 minutes and
40 seconds from I0:0214 PM
Daylight Greenwich Time, May
9 19R3."" Heaven was complete
with zates, saints and angels.

On a second journey “'several

hundred “billlon yeass later on

the-s3ama-dala” ho disoverwd .
e *“shabby,’”: The *

heaven. to-
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pxllam were-- scruf(,r 2rd. the
saipix and angeis had vanshed....
"“The symbol of the’croritied
Christ is very apt. indeed. It's.
the: symbol of a -thetaz be-'i
trayed,’* he wrote. - = . :
Sclentologists  hit” bac'r, at.
critics by saying the aceount
was anv allegory, while: Hube..
bard's own answer 1o hese
critical -of the subject. was:
“Disillusionment results more
from own failing and'lak of -.:
comprehension than {:nlum in .0
the subject itself.” - 7 -~ -
Despite what may saemtnsh
and il "conceived staternwnts, .
Hubbard has always mammned

his imtegrity. i
Now t6 years of age, l’.‘\hyeve 1
Ron Hubbard no longer corsents '

1o interviews or directlv arsvers
criticism of his church, [usesd,

he has adapted 2 Howacd

Hughes type existence, ving
the lite of X rechmse abcad his ‘
- rovigg, sidecce T“.e-.,.pa..o.« '
one: \~t‘ rm.r Sc'emo:ogy R
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