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3 Scientology Offices in

2 Cities Raided by FBI -
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“Michael James Meisner, a member -

of the church since 1970 and one-time

b Sune 3 slming that be
- Been ‘under “house arrest” by the -

 chimeh since April but that he had es- /

o March, 1975, unti June, 1976,
Meisner said, he worked out of the
- church’s Washington office and wes

n of covert tions
S B o
. stealth documents which could not

-+kept voluminous files on the church
~ since its founding in 1951 by science
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, - .
~..'The federal
~ ministration conducted investigat

tions
" to determine whether the church or
. #ts members were involved in narcot-

ics traffic, but never brought any

. _-=The Internal Revenue Service
'+ has been whether the con-
! troversial church its tax-ex-

o Sears beted the chighen
i or ] ghe
€~m(!il lost—over efforts to preveit the

. use of the church's so-called E-me-

 tat, a lie Getector-like device, in its -

# &Ush federal Freedom of In-
; ggrm Act, the church in recent
{ years has obtained thousands of
"government records kept on:it, hut
certain documents have been with- -
- held on the basis of exemptions to
- - disclosure writtenintotheact. -
. - “'The elaborate conspir;a‘g allegedly -
- perpetrated by the church, the FBI

affidavit stated, was aimed at obtain- .~

ing those documents the church has
~ been denied. ¥ RS
v At ;n n%ws wnfm laterkFrlday.
-~ Va oung, a spokesman,
' a?tt:gked the searches as unjustified - ;

- harassment of the church and sug- .

. gested that Meisner may have been -
- planted into the church as an agent -
- ~'Younhg said church officials were -
7o} sllowed to monitor the search of -
their files and did not know what'
_ documents wereremoved. @ -
- Byt it any documents prove $o be

" uments

Al .
g i ~-whether Miss Thomas or Wolfe were -

- extensive Scien

Meisner said.

church s not supposed to have in its

.. -possession, Young said he would be
‘surprised if tho:‘yg were not planted
- therebytheFBL . - ~ ° ;
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-of the church has made allegations

because an arm

that Interpol, the interna police

: tion, i8 involved in drug tra- -
: %ﬂd the Justice Deguargment"
m N

have links to Interpol.
1y 1974 the church decided to launch

Bt et 0
' , @ public .
relations assault and actual infiltra. .

tion by church members to obtain
documents, - ‘

. Gerald Beninett Wolfe was said to

have been recrulted by Meisner, and

Wolfe went to work for the IRS as a

clerk typist in November, 1974, while

& woman identified as Sharon Thomas

was hired in 1975 as the personal sec-*
.retary of a Justice Department attor- .
ney who was handling some Scientol-

ogy suits. '

Both individuals, according to

- Meisner, copied hundreds of doc-
to the church and

gave them to Meisner who sent them
to top officials in the church hier-
Young said he could not confirm
church members, but he said the
church never anthotized any burgla-

‘riesby anyone. . - .

Using Wolfe’s own IRS {dentifica.

tion badge a8 well as falsifications

made up on US, Treasury

ment equipment, Wolfe and M et

on three occasi year were
Courthouse

ons last
to have entered the U.S,

‘business hours, accordi
davit, and entry to the
ond Justice

to the affi-

files was ac-
complished by making duplicates of
the attorney’s secretary’skeys. . .

On a fourth unsuccessful dttenvuyt to
~get into the attorney’s office

and Meisner ‘were apprehended by
FBI agents, but released. Both men
allegedly fled Washington, but aftera
cav story was made up by high-
level church officials, Wolfe was sent
back to face the criminal charges,

Wolfe denied any involvement by
‘the church and ultimately pleaded

fgmlgMaymofﬂﬁsyearwn
-of false use

of a government seal,

‘was placed on two years’ probation.
. Meisner, who disguised himself and
was technically !trippe%p! his"title

with the church though .
an uno adviser, was

in Washinglon to.copy Scientology
* Most of the work was done after .-

of asec- -
, attorney with

olfe

- glolen; or are copies of material the
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to return to Washington and provide
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! 3 SCIENTOLOGY
OFFICES RAIDED
L BY FBI IN 2 CITIES

."BY ROBERT RAWITCH

. Times Statt Writer
Church of Scientoiogy offices in §
Hollywood and Washington, D.C,

-were raided Friday by scores of FBI §
agents searching for more than 150 }
documents stolen from the U.S.
Courthouse in Washington in a series §
of burglaries last year. :
§  The dawn raids at three locations in }§
JWthe two cities netted an unknown -
quantity of the allegedly stolen doc- {8

3 uments, informed sources said.
Using power saws, crowbars and
{iboltcutters to knock down doors and -
gcut open cabinets, FBI agents execut-
flled search -warrants based primarily
[on information supplied to them bya
g@onetime - high-level official of the
Schurch, who has admitted taking part
g %%he\ burglaries in May and June,
k1976,
W No arrests were made at any of the
+ Please Turn to Page 24, Col. 1:

[ :1:: te%a.une cover story, the affidavit
| In April, Melsner told authorities,
e told church officlals he was tired
¢pf waiting to be sent back to Wash-
#ngton and threatened to take matters

dnto his own hands, -

. At that point, he said, he was put
%nder 24-hour guard and repeatedly
“"audited” by the church, a form of in-
-doctrination, according to the FBI

.. Young denied that Meisner had
rever been in Los Angeles, let alone
-held captive by the church. -

;L After ‘escaping and offering - to
«eooperate with authorities, Meisner
,was placed in protective custody be-
:cause he and government officials -
;feared for hislife, - =

¢ Meisner has not been offered im-
gmunltg 1;ft;n' lléx;!sdt;sutiil?org and he has
-Aagreed to p Y o an unspeci-
:fied felony charge in connection with
:the unauthorized entries,

-For several years the church has
“been investigating Interpol in part
‘because the international police orga-
‘nization has distributed data around
rthe world that is critical of the church
tand its activities, -

+ Church officials have said that the.
data distributed by Interpol has been _
;- false, but that nevertheless the alle<
..gations have been used by foreign
iseountries to deny the 5-million-mem-
gbett'l e:::urch from establishing new.
§.“The alleged infiltration of the Jus-
“tice ent, according to the af-
xdidavit, was primarily aimed at gath-
“'ering Interpol documents that would -
,‘beni:thepoueuionofthedepm-
hgne) e ) ' o




