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. By Ron Shaffer -
" and Timothy S. Robinson °
Wasainston Post Staff Writers

"' The Chufch of Scjentology he{d an .

*. unusual press' reception yesterday to

.. intreduce two of its top officials who

) 'icge church says will be indleted for

i alleged crimes against the -govern-
ment. ° "

"..the back” of the church,

Standing around fruit 'p'unch, soft
drinks, cookies and open-faced sand.
wiches, church lawyer Philip J.

- Hirschkop told assembled reporters

that the predicted indictments are.
.part of a government effort “to break.

., Hirschkop said that a total.of 12
. church members — including Mary

Sue Hubbard, wife of Scientology -
. founder L. Ron Hubbard - have been
" formally notified that they are under
grand jury investigation here for al.
:leged crimes including burglary, ob-
struction of justice, theft of govern..
. ment property, wiretapping, harboring
- a fugitive and conspiracy," o
“We were; told today  [by the
government] that there would not be
indictments prior to Aug.7... we ex-
pect them the second week of Au-
gust,” Hirschkop said. He added that
. the government has told him at least
. six church officials will be indicted.
. Government prosecutors refused to-

comment yesterday on ahy 1ndictx"nekit :

- timetable, but have said in open court -

that some indictments of church mem- .
bers are expected in early August,

. Federal prosecutors have been investi. -
gating church activities for more than

. @ year following the FBI seizure last

. Summer of church files here and in .
Los Angeles. :

The Washington Post reported in
April that, according to informed

- sources, the church documents that

were seized revealed an exténsive

Scientology campaign to identify, at-

_tack and_ discredit “enemies,” ineclud.
ing Justice Department investigators,
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* Post reported and
..of examples, - : - L e
" " Hirschkop yesterday called this

- sual step of flying In from California ..

. for sure” - R Y
.. -The two officials, sitting behind .2
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-other public officlals and inquiring
Journalists, - . ;oo R
'The carvalgn, carrled out by the
church’s Guardian's. Office, has in- .
volved illegal surveillance, burglaries
‘and many forms of harrassment, the-
included 2 number:
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porting “lousy” and “slanted” :and

- sald he had encouraged the church to .

" “open up” to the ‘press in order to pro-.

vide. - more “background” .and-
“perspective” on the church’s troubles
with the government. . . . :

" Yesterday the church took the unu- .

two top officlals that Hirschkop had -
told reporters “are gonna be l_nd.l:cted.

linen-covered table in the Californla

..Room at the Capital Hilton Hotel yes-

church title is deputy guardian of the.
U.S. .and who is the ranking church
member in this country, and 'Duki
Snider, Heldt's principal assistant
Whose title Is deputy deputy guardian
oftheUs:. . = = . -t oy
Heldt, 33,  a slender, ‘mustachioed °
man with swept back hair, appeared
in a three-piece suit. Snider, 31,. occa-
slonally puffed a pipe as Heldt talked -

~ at'length about “literally a ‘war going

on between”
ernment. .~ . RN
- The . current investigation stems

the church and’the gov:

- from years of “outrageous oppression”

~

* by the government Heldt said. The or.

igins of this “longterm campaign” are
in false information the government
has been distributing about the
church, and has been exacerbated by
church attempts to retrieve and cor:
rect the false reports through Free-
dom of Information ‘Act requests,’
Heldtsald. - = . - .« o7,
- -Their appearance apparently is part
of a new public relations tack by the
-church, which is now saying whaiever
it might have done was . simply for
self-preservation, - R e
“Our church members do not claim
their total innocence of some of the
charges to be leveled against them,”

- Kenneth Whitman, a top Scientology
. official, said in a press release last..

week. “What they do contend ‘is that
they did so in defense against a gov-
ernment bureaucracy which has con-
sistently acted against the civil.and
human rights of the. church and . its

.members.”

..- Heldt and Snider spoke at length”

ycs’t,erday, ‘unfolding the nature of
their church’s troubles, but they were -,
interrupted by Hirschkop when asked K
any questions about "specific allega- -
tions made by the government or car-"
ried in previous newspaper articles. . ;

" " “They want to téll everything, they
" want to let it all hang out,” Hirschkop’

sald of his clients. “But I' won't let

them.iI'd be crazy to -let them

[rcspopd] yhe_n ‘we're- f;c!ng this crazy,

AR

.re-%. mann before any indictiments are

[

..

!ndictment. After the trial we

can get;
into it (the allevations).” i

&
Hirschkop sald he would not discuss-
- detalls of talks he has had with U.S;-

Attorney Earl J. Silbert -because . thats

“would interfere with the process.;-:
He declined to, say whether plea barg .
He sald: -

galning had been discussed.

he had asked to meet with assistants .

-

turned to try to prevent the govern

-ment “froni “returning indletments; «

‘against the church.” . ;-_
Those most ‘opposed to Sclentologys
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+» . US. Attorney General .Philip Heys: -

including a cadre of former church; -

members, have said thelr worst fear isr-
' that church officials who are Indicted:

.Wijll plead guilty, thereby avoiding. the'-
 public “expose” of churé¢h activities .-

-

: Snider said in response to a questlon. -
He and Heldt said that would allow

" church’s case,
‘der oath. N , 3
At the same time, Hirschkop said
nelther Heldt nor Snider will accept

and put detractors un-

the government's invitation to appear” -

before the ongoing grand jury investls
- gation. He noted that. attorneys can, -
not accompany' those under Investiga- "~

. tion and termed the government's in.

vitation “like handing you a
inviting you to the tree , - :- ..
‘As part of his background explana- .
tion of the church’s troubles with the .-
government, Heldt sald that Scientol. -
. OBy was once banned in Australia, and
the church, with enormous effort, got -
. that ban lifted. -Investigation by the -
thurch revealed that the ban as thé .
result of false:information about the
church spread into Australia through.-
“State Department lines. That got uy,
into the [United ‘States] ‘government.”™
.- The church has filed 26 Freedom of-
Information . Act suits “agiinst U.S)
government agencies, church officials .
said, and some /of the agencies ..
claimed they had no information on’
; the church when _in fact they' did. The,-
government has had “massive -files.
“with massive - false reports on th’i"

rope and.

church,” Heldt said, ~

. Sclentology has filed ."m&uimiui&.;" '

dollar suit against the government, al- -

léging a campaign of harassment that: -

has spanned decades, and Hirschkop,
asserted. yesterday that the governs,
ment’s intent in the indictments Is to*

destroy the church's litigation againsts _

the government, “which would destroy’; -
the church.” . e, Ty
.. Hirschkop ‘and his two clients also:,

railed against the FBI search and sefer -

zure of church files last summer,

‘these people say pgoqld' come out at .-

©,“I wan a trial, T 'lbc;'k-forv;ai'd to ;it.".- ‘

: terday, are Henning Heldt, whose -, them “to bring in the entirety” of the:

. claiming that agents “rummaged”. .-

«through church mail and lists of con-, -
“tributors and that most of the -docy-: .
* ments seized were innocuous. V
The tactics uscd by the ¥BI in the-
ralds threaten the First and_Fourth -
amendments to the 'Constitution,

church officials sald. Court- decisions,,
so far ‘have upheld the legality of they™

-

search, ' -
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