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‘Lee’ recounts
sect horrors

By STEVEN GIRARDI religious background, she said she was “a
Sun staff writer : prilme person to become involved in a
As the woman they called “Lee” spoke cult.” . _
from the church pulpit, the crowd, esti-  An accomplished lanist, Lee said she
mated at 1,000, was deathly quiet, hang- was introduced to ientology by a Cali-
ing on every word. For most, it was the fornia piano teacher. She was taken (o a
first time ‘they had heard about the Scientolo center., "
alleged goings-on within the Church of - *] was mpressed,” she said. “The peo-
Scientology. ple were very friendly and gave me a
They listened, somewhat in awe, as the Freat deal of attention. They were very
34-year-old Wisconsin woman recounted oving. :
methodically her 12 years in the church, "It just seemed to be a happy experi-
Then, as she spoke more passionalely ence, Something I had looked for all
about the past two years, they heard of of my life." )
her emotional and physical struggle to  She said she was told it was a group
break away from the sect. “far advanced of any on the planet.”
Lee was introduced by local religious She was told about people who travel
leaders, who, apparently, had informed outsi ies to different plan-
the crowd of the Thursday night meet- _efs, stories that “really fascinated me."
ing at the Trinity Presbyterian Churc 5 Her Scientelogy training began will au-
2001 Rainbow Drive, Clearwater. diting, a form of counscling, she said.
Still, the meeting was shrouded in se- She sat in a chair, touching knees with an
crecy. The press was told it would not be auditor sitting directly across from her,
allowed to attend. Afterward, Dr. J. Jey and they stared eye-loeye for two
Deifell, pastor of the church, re- hours,
fused to say who was m?onsibfe for She wondered about the exercise, but
organizing tﬁe meeting or if the local quickly dismissed her doubts.
clergy was bhanding together. , “I lost my own will within a very short
“We have chosen not to make it public time,” she said. *'I became used to doing
in the ways some others have,” he said. what I was told.”

“With all due respect to your profes- She claimed the church works on a
sion,” he said, “people sometimes tend to fear-hope mechanism, first instilling
read things into it that aren't there." . fear in recruits and then offering

Lee offcred no proof of her in- Scientology as the only cure, “man’s one
volvement with the church, but relayed 8 chance.” Jh, said she was told the church
detailed story, sometimes quoting from wias the cure for insanity and crime,
what she contended were church docu-  which it would wipe out when Scientology
mcrlnts,lnhou( the l{nvcs:y she said began converts the world to its ways.
in the late 19%0s when she was 18. .

“ " Sect members believes the only race is
“bult irs)e:kvit(‘:?itma.'s' an exper(,” she said, bctwegn S%ienlology and " nuclear

She spoke of an unhappy childhood Weapons, she said.
and a broken home in Wisconsin she left “That's why Scientologists are so fa-
when she was 13. She drifted around the natical and dedicated,” she said. “They
United States, spending some time as s very strongly believe Scicntology Is the
“hippie.” Without a ‘strong family or (* See HIORRORS, page 3B)
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* Ex-Scientologist

‘recalls

{(from page 1B)
only hope any cf us have.

“}-fell for it and became a very
dedicated Scientologist.”

The lesson was repeated and re-
inforced in each of the classes she
attended during the next 12 years,
. traveling to different centers
throughout the country, eventually
coming to The Fort Harrison Hotel in
Clearwater as she pregressed in the
church.

Peer pressure mounted, instilling a
fear oP “expulsion or ostracism'
if one doubted the church or its
members. ‘Doubt was never allowed,”
she sald. .

Non-Scientologists, intent on imped-
ing the church, were called “‘Suppres.
sive Persons,” unenlightened and un-
fortunate. Outside institutions—
police, physicians, gsychiatrists and
colleges—were considered “‘enemies,”

she claimed.

Alter 10 years in the church, Lee
said she ame eligible for ad-
vanced “‘OT level” courses. :

Besides great status in the church,
OTs or “Operaling Thetans,” held the
powers of telepathy, travel outside
their bodies and controlling other peo-

le. .
p"u ‘was the dream of all my
friends,” she said.

It was September 1979 when she
started the course, nervous and excit-
ed, cloaked in secrecy.

She carried a locked briefcase
chained to her arm, which contained
the documents she would study.

“1 walked into the classroom and
opened the case,” she said, and *‘took
out the secret materials 1 had been
waiting all these ycars to read. It was
the most fantastic story I've ever
heard.”

She claimed to have read aboul an

overpopulated galaxy a trillion years
ago, ruled by a diclator called Xenu.
In "the story, penned by church
founder L. Ron Hubbard, Xenu killed
all the extra people and transported
them via space ships to two islands on
Earth, one being Hawaii, she said.
. Once there,
were set off and the electronic
force packed the ‘“‘clusters of de-
muns into people.”

As a sludving thetan, Lee said she
was (o spend her time exorcising those
demons from her body.

““That’s all you do,” she said. *1
wondered, but 1 had no capacity to
question. L. Ron Hubbard wes God to
mc-" )

She said she pracliced the exorcism
+ in California for two months, sit-
ting alone in a small room, her eyes
closed as she tried to visvahze, telepa-
thically communicate with and destroy
the demons,

She did it until she *‘collapsed. I
couldn’t go on."

She began feeling ill, paranoid and
was haunted by nightmares. *‘My
whole world collapsed,” she said. *1
was terrified of being alive;
afraid the demons would get me.”

Not knowing what to do with her,
lee said church leaders sent her W
Clearwater and The Fort Harrison Ho-
tel, which she called the *‘elite’ center
for advanced OT traiing.

She invested $16,000 for another
cqurse, financed by an inheritance
and by selling her piano, a diamond
ring and a collection of gold coins

' Yy

terrific explosions,

horrors

entology outlay to more than $50,000,
she &ﬁ which she had financed pre-
viously through s job as a "‘lop sys-
tems analysist for International
Business Machines Cor%'"

After four months Clearwater,
still finding no success with exor-
cism, she said she was “‘physically and
mentally in bad shape,” but afraid to
leave the church. :

Abcut the same time, in Februa
1880, she said a Swiss woman and Sci-

"entologist in Clearwater leaped to her

death from a causeway bridge. The
incident caused the church to guard
Lee closely, keepitng‘ her from out-

side help to prevent “more newspaper
stories on Scientology failures,” she
claimed.

Lee said she was told to pick a spot
in the country where the church would
send her, and she, under guard, was
flown to her rents' Wisconsin
home and “literally dumped on the
doorstep.”’

Having ‘‘become 100 percent depen-
dent on Scientology,” she has battled
for almost two years to readjust to
life outside the church.

Fon 18 months she lived in constant
fear. “l believed I would die,” she
said. She was unable to communicate,
having spent 12 years with no one out-
side the church, was haunted by para-
noia, and afraid to be alone or travel
even short distances.

Her thoughts were of returning
eventu-lly to the church until she “be-. !
fan to emerge from the world of
ear I lived in." |

She called the tramsition “‘terribly
overwhelming,” saying she still has
difficulty relaxing. \

Through sclif-study, \she began (o
de-program_ hersell, ireading ‘“‘four
or five books a day" sbout cults al-
ter quitting a waitress job she said she
could not handle,

“Finally, something in my mind
snapped and 1 saw I was pro-
grammed,"” she said.

That led her to call an attorney and,
in November 1981, she returned to
Clearwater to file suit against the
church. The suit is pendins.

“l was surprised to find out it has
a beach,” she said of her return to
Clearwater. "I was never more than a
few blocks from the hotel when 1
was here.” | , !

Hugh Wilhere, a spokesmen for the
Church of Scientology in Clearwater,
declined to rebut Lee's story, but of-
fered a statement.

“The description (of Lee) fits a
woman who, ause of her errstic
bechavior, was asked to leave the
church premises and was escorted to
the home of parents,” Wilhere said.
“‘She was not employed by the church
and had come to our Clearwaler re-
treat center at her own insistence.”

He said all donations she made to
the church were returned to her.

“Despite her assurances and written
statements that Scientology had helped
‘her,” Wilhere said, “‘we had come to
realize that the damage caused by the
psychiatric treatment she received
pgmtj to joining the church was beyond
repair

"It appears to us she has joined up
with Michael Flynn (s Boston atlorne
who represents several former Scl-
entologists in suils against the church)
and is using churches and the media in
Clearwalter to set the stage for fil-
ing 8 lawsuit in hopes of making &
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