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Charlatan

How a judge described Scientology
cult leader Ron Hubbard yesterday

A HIGH Court Judge
rescued two children
from the clutches of the
mind - bending Scien-
tology cult yesterday.

And in @« damaing
indictment he branded the
sect and its founder es
« corrupt, immoral, sinister
and dangerous.”

Its activities were' “grimly
reminiscent of the ranting and

men,” said Mr Justice Latey.
A’ six-month tug-of-love battle

Mr. Justice Latey...warning ended when he ordered the children's

bullying of Hitler and his hench- .

By CHRIS BOFFEY

father to band th
Sather em over to their

mo .

She was divorced in 1979 and has
since left the sect. Now she plans
to marry s former Sclemologut and
take her son, aged 10, and eight~
year-old daughter to Australis.

Severity

The judge sald he was taking the
unusual step of giving ;udgment in
open court as a warning * tu others.”

He declared : “If there 1s any
intimidation or harassment of anyone
connected with this case, it will be
deelt with with the utmost severity.”

He described the California-based

Church of Scientology, founded by
Lafayette Ron Hubbard. ss “ both
immoral and socially obnoxious.”

And he added : “It is corrupt
because it is based on lies and deceit
and has as its real objective money
and mwer for its founder, his wite,
and those close to him at the toP.

“ It is sinister because it induiges
in infamous practices — both in :is
adherents who Go not toe the 'we
unquestioningly and to those out:ic
who criticise or oppose it.

“ It is dangerous because it is out
to capture people — especially child-
Ten and impressionable young people
— and indoctrinate and brainwash
them so that they become the un-
questioning captives and tools of the
cult, withdrawn from ordinary
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Sect is branded

From Page One

thought, living, and
relationships with others.”

The judge branded Mr
Hubbard as " a charlatan
and ‘worse — as are his
wife Mary Sue Hubbard
and the clique at the top
who are privy to the
cult's activitics.”

He sald Hubbard led
to promote himsclf and
build up the respect of
the church’'s 6,000,000
members worldwide and
the 200,000 in Britain,

Hubbard claimed :

He was a war hero
with many medals,
He was not.

HE commanded 8
naval squadron,
That was wrong.

HE was awarded

the Purple Heart
for being wounded in
action He was not
wounded and was not
so decorated.

HE was  crippled

and blinded :n the
war and cured himself
by Scicntology. He was
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neither  crippled nor
blinded,
HE was sent to
California by US,
intelligence to break up
a black magic ring.
Wrong —~ he was himsel!
a  member of that
society and practised
ritual sexunrl magic.
HE was a graduate of
George Washington
University and an
atomic phvsicist He wnas
neither, The facls were
that he completed onlv
one vear of college and
failed the one course
in nuelear phyvsics in
which he enrolled,

Evils

Hubbard has now dls-
nppenred and Is  being
sought bv the police Ir
the Unijted States,

Awarding care and
contro) of the children
to the mother, the judge
sald the father. who has
remarried. had promised
to try and correct the
evils of Scientology.

" But what could he
do against the power of
the church ? Nothing,”
he said,

" The result would be
that he would be
declared 8 suppressive
person — with all that
that would entail for
him_and his family.

" The baleful infiluence
ol the church would, in
reality still be there and
the children would-
remain gravely at nsk.’”

The children are
currently living with
their father in  East
Grinstead, West Sussex
where the Scientologists
have their UK head-
quarters, Tr.ev attend a
school run by the sect,

Of the sect's recruit-
ing methods, the judge
said : " Once the fish s
on the hook. Scien:olo-
glsts must go to all and
any lengtibs to stop it
wriggling free.”

To escape from the
clutches of Scientology
called for great courage
and rezolution. he said.

Slavery

He described Scien-
tology as “a training
for slaverv.” and said 1t
was already beginning to
have an effect on the
children,

Alter the hearing the
28-vear-old mother said :
“I can't believe 1t, Ity
50 nice to be free,

“I'm looking forward
to a new life with mv
children.”

A Scientologv spokes.
man sald the judges
coments were “like Alice
in _Wonderland "

TORY MP - Sir
Geoffrey  Johnson-Smith
said last night he would
be asking Home Secre.
tnry  Leon Britten to
tnke a close look at the
Scicntologists’  activities
in this country,
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