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By GEORGE-WAYNE SHELOR
Sun staff writer

It was just before midnight, May 28, 1984, when
the orders were issued. Confidentially.

“Mission information: ... recent reports from con-
tacts made with Homer he is likely to go over to the
enemy camp. He is thinking of turning against us
completely. )

“Mission purpose: To prevent Homer from going
over to the enemy camp and get him moving back

onto The Bridge.
“Vital Targets: ... Stay in close comm (commu-
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Document outlines sect attempt to block testimony

nication) with MSN OPS (mission operations). Do
not implement any decisions without having them
cleared. Do whatever is needed to achieve the MSN
(mission) purpose.”

The mission—as described in an internal Church
of Scientology directive marked ‘“‘Confidential”—
was a sect operation to stop a defected high-ranking
Scientology official from testifying against the
Clearwater-based organization in court.

The mission failed. .

And “Homer,” actually Howard D. Schomer,
eventually testified against the Church of Scientolo-

gy in California Superior Court. The result of that
trial was a far-reaching condemnation of Scientolo-
gy and its founder, L. Ron Hubbard.

The sect orders and affiliated documents, copies
of which the Clearwater Sun has obtained and veri-
fied as authentic, are, in ways, similar to internal
sect papers seized in government raids in past
years. '

They are written in sect jargon and codes and
specify the drills, briefings, targets and parameters
of the “mission.” The documents relating to Schom-
er neither order nor imply any illegal activities.
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But it is clear, from the language of the docu-
ments, that the Church of Scientology will go to
great lengths to keep its secrets secret.
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Homer Schomer fled the Church of Scientology in
December 1982, after 13 years as a valued and
influential member. ' '

“I was frightened because I didn’t know what was
happening and terrified of what they could do to
me,” Schomer said of his defection during an inter-
view with the Sun last week. . .

(Please see * SCIENTOLOGY, page 3A)
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(from page 1A)

Schomer, 49, had for years been
a member of Hubbard’s elite “Sea

- Org,” and by early 1982 had be-

come the treasury secretary of
the sect’s Author Services Inc., a
for-profit organization created
and controlled by Hubbard,
according to court documents.

As treasury secretary, Schomer
said he was responsible for bank
accounts, audits of Hubbard’s as-
sets, financial records and the
monitonng of investments.

And in a multimillion dollar suit
he recently filed against Hubbard,
ASI and others, Schomer claims
he discovered in the course of his
duties that Hubbard and ASI
“skimmed millions - of dollars
from the Scientology Organiza-
tions,’”’ ‘‘laundered’’ money
a law firm, and that Hub-
bard “diverted over 100 million
dollars from Scientology organiza-
tions to bank accounts controlled
by him.” -

Schomer said he became disilly-

* sioned with the organization, and:

after much thought, left the
Church of Scientology.

At about the same time—in late
lm:f?nother former high-rank-
ing official was preparing to de-
fend himself in courtpa on theft
charges brought by the sect which
claimed he had stolen papers and
documents belonging to Hubbard.

Gerald Armstrong, the sect’s
former archivist, who had been
partof a Hubbard biography pro-
ject, also had become fearful and
fled the organization.

When he did, he took with him
thousands of letters, photographs
and assorted documents which he
believed showed Hubbard and his
organization were not what they
claimed to be.

And on the afternoon of May 28,
1984, Armstrong called Schomer
in Boulder, Colo. and asked if he

would testify at his Los Angeles
trial‘

A.rmstrbng called me on Mon-
day (to ask me to testify) but I

- .didn’t give him any encourage-

ment ... I was still in a state of
fear,” Schomer recalled of his
first contact with Armstrong
about the trial, which had already
entered its third week.

“1 had signed, under pressure,
a document at ASI stating I would
reveal nothing about what I knew,
and I wasn’t sure how binding it
actually was. So I hadn’t made up
my mind of what to do.”

Schomer said he spoke to no one
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about Armstrong’s call, and was
atalosstoexplamthetxmmgofa
visit two days later by Scientolog-
ists from Clearwater.

Milt and Laura Wolfe, close
friends of Schomer, were the
“mission personnel” assigned to
travel from Clearwater to Boulder
to keep Schomer from ‘“being a -
witness in the Armstrong case,”
according to the mtemal direc- *
tive.

The orders sendmg the Wolfes
to Colorado were issued at 11:24
p.-m. on Monday, May 28, just
hours after Armstrong called
Schomer. The Wolfes arrived
Wednaday :

“During the trial when it ap- °
peared that Homer Schomer
might be called as defense wit-
ness, the Church engaged in a
somewhat sophisticated effort to
supress his testimony,” noted Su-
perior Court Judge Paul G.
Breckenridge at the conclusion of
the trial. “It is not clear how the
Church became aware of defense
intentions to call Mr. Schomer as
a witness, but it is abundantly
clear they sought to entice him

.back into the fold and prevent his
" testimony.”

“When they (the Wolfes) first
arrived, they didn’t even mention
my going to ‘the enemy camp,’ '
Schomer said. “But during our :
talks things came up about my
feelings about Hubbard. And theu'
philosophy was: ‘What difference
does it make what he’s done or
what he’s doing. Look what he's ’
done for mankind,’ meaning the |

technology he has supposedly de-

veloped.

“And 1 asked how they could
explain his psychotic behavmr, ir-
rational orders and his s
money off the church, which they
probably weren’t aware of any-
way since they weren’t in ASI,

‘‘Anyway, as friends they really
couldn’t pressure me,” Schomer
said of the Wolfes’ low-key ap-
proach. “They were just trying to
use the friendship approach.”

Schomer said he struggled with
his conscience for three days,
talking with his friends and mul-
ling over his reasons for leaving
the world-wide sect. He was un-
able to make a decision until he
received a phone call Friday,
June 1.

“I was in the other room when
the phone rang and Milt answered
it for me,” Schomer recalled.
“The party asked to speak to
Homer and Milt asked who was
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" calling.” :

The caller identified himself as
Michael Flynn. Flynn was Arm-
strong’s lawyer and a Boston at-
torney who represented a number

of former Scientologists. As such,
had been declared an “enemy”’ of
the Church of Scientology.

“] decided to go public after
talking with Flynn,” Schomer
said. “I started thinking that I'd
better come out to protect myself
... I wanted to make things known
that I knew but others didn’t.

1 felt I was a respected entity

in the Scientology world and that
it would mean something, or at
least put a question in the mi
of other Scientologists.”
Schomer appeared at the Arm-
strong trial and testified to “the
. credibility of Hubbard and to his

" control of everything for as long

~ as I knew him.”

‘“There wasn't anything he
wasn’t involved with ... he signed
everything from the menu of the

" day to financial planning orders,”
he recalled of his years a
Hubbard’s boat, the Apollo.

“The same thing was still oc-

curring when I left ASI in 1982 ...
I still received weekly commu-
nications from him. And the PR
(public relations) thing about his
. resigning in 1966 was just balder-
* dash. Hubbard was in control.”

‘  Scientology officials refused last
' week to entertain specific ngua-
* tions about the document and op-

eration, nor would they let a Sun

reporter speak with the Wolfes.
Instead, sect spokesman Mi-

chael O’Brien said in a letter that

. “what occurred was that Milt and

Laura went to Homer’s house to
try to salvage that spiritual being.

_But rather than accepting their

help, and while they were guests
in his home, Homer went into
their personal belongings and
stole their private property.

“His motive was to make a
quick dollar if he could.”

Schomer’s fears of retribution,
and those of others who have spo-

-ken out against Scientology, were
minds . not without valid grounds, accord-
-~ ing the Judge Breckenridge.

In his ruling—which exonorated
Armstrong of theft and invasion
of privacy charges—Breckenridge

‘called  Schomer’s testimony

“credible (and) extremely per-
suasive.” '
“In all critical and important
matters (his) testimony was pre-
cise, accurate .and rang true.
Each of these persons (former
Scientologists, including Schom-
er) literally gave years of his ..
life in support of a man, LRH

" (Hubbard), and his ideas,” Breck-

enridge continued.

“Each has manifested a waste
and loss or frustration which is
incapable of description. Each
has broken with the movement ...
but is still bound by the knowl-
edge that the church has in its
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Re 1 HOMER SHOMEX SALVAGE MSN

CONFIDENTIAL
HOMER SHOMER SALVAGE MISSION
MEN PERSONNEL: MILT AND LAURA WOLFE
MSN OP8: HLAUS
MISSION INFORMATION:
PER THE RECENT REPORTS FROM CONTACTS MADE WITH HOMER HE 1S LIKELY TO
. GO OVER TO THE ENENY CAMP. HE HAS ALREADY BEEN CONTACTED IN REGARDS TO

BEING A WITNESS IN THE ARMSTRONG CRSE. HE 1S THINKING OF TURNING
ABAINST US COMPLETELY. SEE DEPRIEF ON PHONECALL FOR FULL DATA.

MISSION PURPOSE: TO PREVENT HOMER FROM GOING OVER 70 THE ENEMY
. AND BET HIM MOVING BACK ONTO THZ BRIDGE. Ereny Chne
MAJOR TARGET: TD CLEAN HOMER UP WITH BTANDARD TECH (AUDITING AND
ETHICS RS NEEDED) AND GET HIM GOING ON A PBM WHICH WILL
- ONTOAHE BRIDGE. - A o SET i pack
PRIMARY TARBETS: (
1. ACCEPT FULL REBPONSIBILITY FOR THIS PROJECT.

2. GTUDY THE DEBRIEFS ON HOMER 80 YOU HAVE A GOOD UNDE 5 :
THE GUY IS AT. . ERSTANDING thERE

3. MAKE SURE YOU HAVE CERTRINTY OR PR SERIES 18 AND T
JUSTICE AND THE DYNARMICS. ' He P On ETHICS

" 4., WORK DUT YOUR RPPROACH AND DRILL AS NEEDED. BET IT CL_EA‘IED BY MSN

oPs. ‘

%. DO THE MSN IN CLAV.
6. BET FINAL BRIEFING.
7.

GET oPc AND DIWREE‘NI: CHECK.

Page one of a two-page Church of Scientology document.

possession his or her most inner other physical or psychological
thoughts and confessions ... and abuse if it suits theirpseil’lds. ogica
that the church or its minions is = ‘‘The record is replete with evi-
fully capable of intimidation or dence of such abuse.” °

e SN :




