Sct repaying disgruntled members

By GEORGE-WAYNE SHELOR
Sun staff writer :
'me,amrchofScientologyhasbegunreimburse-
mentofmoneytoanumbuofcmmtandformer
memherswhocla‘im’id,refundswereowedﬂ:emfo
California a Davi himself a for-
mer Sci tt'm-mgid about $160,000 has been re-
paidl(ofhis-clientshrecentmonﬂzs,andanoﬂ:er
lspasomwiﬂz‘daimstotaﬁngabaxtmo,mshmﬂd

ts another 237 current and
former - Scientologists who are ing repay-
ment of money given to the sect, which they expect

to have 3 4 L
But4 I3yeatold Englishwoman traveled to

- Clearwater'¥rom New York this week in an attempt
to get-reimbrirsed $11,000 she claims is owed her for
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Violet '-Heckman, a -Scientologis_t from
i tead,England,whoisnotrepresentedbyJor-

dan, came to tbegsearw atef&m'l‘uesdau.yfngtoseek
help, claiming she spent four years trying to get
her money back from the sect. .

Mrs. Heckman said . she had paid—in advance—
$15,000 for accelerated courses tlknown bec:; thedl:&;r
Courses,” but she _ ly e di
il il o o B e P

She also said that when she sought reimburse-

ment,asectofﬁcialinTampawmteherstaﬁng: “1
hopeywreaﬁzetheconsequencesofyouracﬁom.” :

Mrs. Heckman, who began taking Scientology

courses in the early 1970s, also had letters from

fromher,Englishbankaccounttanln'opeanbank
account, which is “payable to i
Foundation Account.” :
‘Former high-ranking Scientologists who are

East

knowledgable of the Liberian-chartered'corporation,
have told the Sun that RRF is “‘nothing more than a
shell corporation set up to funnel money to (Sciento-
logy founder) L. Ron Hubbard.”

RRF was mentioned in a Sept. 29, 1980, “strategy
meeting” of the sect’s Mission tion Catego-
ry Sort-Out, inwhichamemberofmegect’sbegal
Bureau called the operation to -divert money to
g:‘;ébba’z;d “a classic case of inurement, if not

The Sun has learned that the Crimina] Investiga-

tions Division of the IRS is investigating the sect’s
ial structure, including RRF.

Mrs. Heckman said she tried in vain to gain
repaymentofhermoneythroughﬂiemailandbeing
unsuccessful in that, decided to come to Clearwater
to seek her money “in person.”

“When I told them I was going to talk to the
police, they said, ‘If you do that you’ll never get
your money back,” "’ she told a reporter,

“water, said he

" Clearwater, Florida

Richard Haworth, the sect’s spokesman in Clear-
anyone in his organization
would have said such a thing to Mrs. Heckman, but
acknowledged he has not spoken with her. :

He said the sect has had a standard policy for 20

years refunds: “If somebody wants a
refund—r?i)ardmgargument,” but noted the process may
be a lengthy one. ;

Jordan said the sect’s decision to make the re-
imbursements is “a combination of things.
Clearwater’s controversial charitable solitication

i » presently being appealed in federal
court, may be one reason, ) :

“And we feel that the lawsuits were also a facw:
tor—a bigger factor,” he said. “Actually it’s hard to/.
tell what prompted (the repayments). They have
been paying—a little bit—all along.” T

Sun staff writer Howard French contributed to
this report.



