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Judge stings

Scientglogists

Iy GEORGE-WAN SHHOR
Sun staff writer

In a stinging rebuke to the Church

of Scientology of California, a Los
Angeles Superior Court Judge ruled

Thursday that a former sect archivist

was justified in taking about 10,000
Scientology documents when he fled
the Clearwater-based sect in 1982,

Most of the documents in question
belonged to the reclusive 73-year-old
founder of Scientology, L. Ron Hub-
bard, who has not been seen publicly
since 1979.

In his 12-page decision, Judge Paul
G. Breckenridge said 37-year-old Ger-
ald Armstrong—who was

. authorized by Hubbard in 1980 to col-

lect documents in preparation for a
Hubbard biography—-took materials
to ‘“minimize potential risks he

’leuasordmtape

" Breckenridge stated fol-

lowlngthenine-weektrial “The evi-
dence

portrays (Hubbard as) a man
cal liar

mmd and achievements.”
reckenridge said the doquments—
recordings—*‘re-
i f on (Hubbard’s) eg&i;m avaxt-lice,
ust or power, greed vindictive-
against all persons perceived by
him to be hostile.”
Court sources told the Clearwater
Sun late Thursday that Breckenridge
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seclision has a light andq:gdark Side,

‘whichaddstohnmyshqueandalsomakeslum
unavailable” to the public and investigators, Breck-

: umdgem was charged by
‘Mary Sue, with

were [

_bard’s wife,

the sect and Hub-

the documents
‘and private.” Al-
ents were under court seal

&euinl,manyofﬂmnwereenteredasf;hibits

Scientologist for 11 years and one of

",Hubbnrds intimates before leaving the sect, testi-
ﬁedheﬂedlnfeardhlslifewhenhediseovered

_ doamentswhichmvedthatﬂnbbardwasnottbe
man he claimed to be.

The documents, combined with Armstrong’s testi-
mony, painted Hubbard as a man obsessed with
powa'whowenttogreatlengﬂ:stoexaggerateand
even invent his past.

Although the Sun was unable to reach lawyers for

either Armstrong or the

Scientologists, it was

_ learned late Thursday that Breckenridge ruled that

Armstrong’s court costs should be reimbursed.

However many of the contested documents will
win under court seal for the time being.




