Founder’s son says Hubbard §
did not invent the E-meter
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Although Scientology founder L.'
Ron Hubbard is credited with pat-
enting the sect’s E-meter, it is
arguable whether the renowned
author and adventurer actually
invented the electronic device.

Over the past 34 years, Sciento-
logy literature has referred to the
E-meter as the ‘“‘Hubbard Profes-
sional Electrometég,’s and many

people have assum z—
old science-fiction wri @
invented it.

However, Hubbard’s estrang
son—his father’s disciple until a
family falling out in 1953—recalls
that a man named Volney G. Ma-
thison actually invented the elab-

- orate galvonometer and presented
it to the elder Hubbard in late
1950.

“(Mathison) approached my fa-
ther at a lecture and demon-

strated it for him,” recalled Hub-
bard’s son, who changed his name

to Ronald DeWolf after forsaking
his father and the sect in 1953.

*“At first dear old dad wouldn’t
have anything to do with it,”
wolf said during a telephone mter—
view from his Carson City, Nev.,
home. “But then he saw the proflt
potential in i and started using
it'" B

DeWolf said some of Mathison’s
earlier E-meter models were
“Rube Goldberg contraptions with
huge dials and a dozen different
switches. The first E-meters were
large machines with (vacuum)
tubes and were fairly expensive

for the time.”

On an Arcon Manufacturing Co.
advertisemept DeWolf has kept, a
1953 model E-meter listed at
$88.65 and plugged into an electri-
cal socket. The ad also praised
the ‘“Minimeter,” which was bat-
tery-operated and cost $35.

And there was the old Model A,
which was able to project a 10-
foot image an a screen, according

to a newsletter called the ‘“‘Jour-
nal of Scientology.” . -

“They were quite fancy in those
days,” DeWolf recalled, “And I
tried out almost all of: the new
ones.

“The only problem was Volney

wouldn’t give up his rights to the -

E-meter. And you must keep in
mind that, from the very begin-
ning, my father had to own and
control everything associated with
Dianetics.”

DeWolf said Hubbard began
buying the E-meters from Mathi-
son and selling them to sect mem-
bers, but in time became frus-
trz;ltle:;d that the California ;nllg‘,henm

re to re the ts to
the device. st

“So all of a sudden, Ithmklt
was in 1853, (Hubbard) decided
we didn’t need the E-meter any-
more and for about a year it was
:egamst the rules to use an E-me-

r "

But come 1964, ' Hubbard ran
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. An 1970s-era E-meter model. The meters have gone through numerous Tredesigns.

into a couple of “electronic ex-

-perts’’ in Washington, D.C., where

he had established The Founding
Church of Scientology. The pair
had invented a new solid-state E-
meter to which Hubbard soon

~—

gained patent rights.
DeWolf said the first Scientolo-
gy E-meters were constructed in

the basement of the sect’s build-

ing. They cost about $12.50 to
manufacture and were sold for

$66 to $99.

In the years since, the E-meter
has undergone numerous cosmet-
ic and operational changes, and at
least four different models are
available today.



