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. Woman awarded $39 million Scientology suit

for the first course, Scientology offi.
cials used what were described as
high-pressure sajes tactics to deplete
Titchbourne’s bank account of the rest
of the $3,200, and encouraged het 46
seek money from her parents .and
friends. . A
i To prove continuation of the frand,
- Titchbourne’s attorneys presented evi-
dence that after Titchbourne asked for
a refund, the church attacked by suing
her unsuccessfully on two occasions
and by launching an investigation
aimed at finding criminal conduct on
her behalf. o T
Other targets of the so-called
“Christo” project run by the intelli-
gence branch of the church included-
Titchbourne’s mother, friends and Ly-
theran minister in Montana, according
to Scientology files Produced in the -
case. AR
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ByFRED LEESON g | g’ C‘ > liable for $20 million in punitive dam-
©f The Oreganian statt ages and by 9-3 votes approved pu-
" 'A Mulomah County Circuit Court {nitive damages of $]7.5 million against
Jry awarded $39 million in punitive e Church of Scientology of California
damages Friday to a Portland woman  and $1.5 million against the Church of
after finding that she was victimized Scientology Mission of Davis. The
by: “wanton misconduct®’ by the Church of Scientology of California is
Chirrch of Scientology and its founder, the national Scientology corporate en-
L. Ron Hubbard. tity. .

, The verdict was returned in favor of Titchbourne, who first became in-
/ Julie Christofferson Titchbourne, 27, volved with Scientology as a 17-year-

v”&

after 214 days of deliberations and a  old high school graduate from Eureka,
10-week trial. One of her lawyers, Mont., said she was Pleased with the
Ronald L. Wade, said it was the big-  verdict but not surprised at the amount
gest punitive damages verdict in Ore-  of punitive damages.

gon history. “I wasn’t surprised because I sat
" The jury also awarded fraud dam- through all the evidence and heard all
ages of $3,203, which was the amount the witnesses. | finally saw all the evi-
Titchbourne paid for Scientology ~dence that proved what I had been
courses and services during a nine. th{eugh since the first trial,” she said.

month involvement with the organiza- . #Fhe trial before Circuit Judge Don-
. tion in 1975 and 1976 in Portland. ald'H. Londgr was Titchbourne’s sec-
| . _Before a courtroom packed witp ond trial against the church. She won a
Scientologists and other observers, $2 million judgment in 1979, which
jurors by a show of hands revealed Was reversed In 1882 by the Oregon

unanimous agreement that Hubbard, Court of Appeals. _ _ A i TG
the Church of Scientology of California  ¢hyrep officials immediately an- , o . The Oregonian/ToM TREICK des Sge?mlogy orgmil:::u&n:i the
fnd the local church, then known as pounces they intended to appeal, and VICTORY SMILE — Julie Christofferson Titchbourne, 27, smiles at law- eren ratio Y oF argue the sujt
the Church of Scientology Mission of they criticized the verdict as a blow to yers Garry P. McMurry (far left) and Ronalg L. Wade (left, background). - T€Pr esend: fl(?rnse?i i " :2:,
Davis, all committed wanton miscon- freedom of religion in the United o v;e;fnclgawere iotgcted %ur;:;s:smu-
) duct in making fraudulent misrepre-  States. : two dozen misrepresentations about  that induced her to sign up for intro- fional = antegs of reli 'ou}; freedom.” '
; sentations to Titchbourne, In the fraud claim, Titchbourne a- Hubbard’s persona] background and ductory courses. ’ ) guar gl :
. The jury unanimously held Hubbard leged that the church made more thap about potential benefits of Scientology Within two weeks after paying $50 Additional details on PageB6. :

Evidence also was presented that
Scientology witnesses in the 1979 tria]
N Were coached to lie in their testimony .
. about the direct control of Hubbard
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