"Editor’s note: L. Ron Hubbard,
author and leader of the controver-
sial Church of Scientology, died in
Creston last Friday. Few outside
the church had any idea he lived
here. Aides allowed a reporter
through the focked gates of Hub-
bard’s compound for several hours
this week. This is their version of
what Hubbard was doing there the
past two years.

By Mark Brown
Telegram-Tribune

. While.Mike Wallace of “60 Min-
utes” was combing the country last

year looking for L. Ron Hubbard,
the Scientology leader was quietly
designing and building his horse-
training ranch south of Creston.
Aides say the world-famous au-
thor and philosopher secretly lived
the last two years of his life on a

180-acre estate nestled in the hills .
_off O’'Donovan Road. )

He died there Friday at age 74.

Virtually no one.knew that one of
the nation’s most famous religious
leaders was the one who painstak-
ingly cleared and tended the land
four miles south of Creston. .

“Every inch of this is under his

design,” said Vaughn Young, a writ-

~untll I was called out here,”

er in his mid-40s who is working on
Hubbard’s biography. Young came
to the ranch from Los Angeles to
wrap up loose ends after Hubbard’s
death. .

Even Young was kept in the dark
about Hubbard’s hilltop home,

“I didn't know where this was
said
Young, looking out over the meticu-
lously manicured hills and arrow-
straight white fences. ““He knew
where we were, but we didn’t know
where he was. I think it’s a compli-
ment to the county that he chose
this area. He's got good taste.”

Young gave a four-hour tour of

"“Where’s L.

Creston provided quiet retreat for controversial

v

the ranch except for the inside of
Hubbard's home. Hubbard’s person-
al effects were still inside, and
Young said he felt it would be
irreverent to take an outsider
through it. T

The press and lawyers suing Hub-
bard have whipped up a frenzy of
Ron Hubbard?" sto-
ries, but those inside 3cientology
never wondered or worried, Young
said. - . .
- Hubbard wanted a place to work
in peace, Young said. “And this s
an area that respects privacy. He
wanted a place where he could just
live quietly. This county gave it to
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him.” -

The land was bought under some-
one else’s name two years ago,
Local contractors were hired to
build the house, widen the lake,
build a horse-training track, put in
irrigation and drainage lines and
build several other structures.

None of them knew whom they
were working for. They assumed
that they were just doing 2 job for
some wealthy horse fancier, .

The man who sold Hubbard the
land didn’t know who he was selling
it to. . .

The neighbors didn’t know who
lived there. .

church leader

“Everything was totally legal; no
laws were ever broken,” Young sald
with a smile.

In the outside world, meanwhile,
a furor was growing, sparked by a
1982 lawsuit by Hubbard’'s son,
charging that Hubbard — whose
wealth is estimated in the tens of
millions of dollars — was either
dead or mentally incompetent.

“Recluse, hidden, mystery man —
he was none of that to us. The
media made it into a recluse,”
Young said, frowning. “He never
was a8 mystery to these of us who

.Eomuo see L. Ron Hubbard, 5§/A

Hunt grows
for clues to

uttle blast
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L. Ron Hubbard —

Continued from 17A

knew him. The mystery was created
outside of the church. -

“If you wanted to hide, you're not
going to put up big white fences,”
Young said. “This isn't exactly hid-
ing. The other places around here
are more hidden than this one.”

Young sat atop a whitewashed
grandstand and painted at the pano-
rz.aa of greca heils stitched with
rupning wite fenc:.

e+ HERE'S VGUL. TECUISE = with 160.

acres of prime land.”
1f Hubbard spent these years
alive and well on the ranch, why
didn’t he give some sign — a photo,
a videotape, a phone call — to quell
the controversy and let everyone
know he was alive? :
“L. Ron Hubbard was his own
man,” Young said. ‘‘Nobedy told
him where to go.”
~ Hubbard did make a series of
taped message for Scientologists,
but not for outsiders. -

“He was more interested in get-

ting this track in ‘order, getting his
ducks cared for,” Young said. “The
fact that other people were scream-
ing for it didn’t matter.”

Besides, Hubbard had a history of -

taking off, spur of the moment, to

pursue what interested him, Young

gaid. - .

“It was his lifestyle — people

_never knew where he was,” Young
said. *“He was constantly ‘disap-

. pearing.’ He was always seeking
another level. There was always the
call of the horizon. That was the
horizon of land as well as of ideas.

“The fact that they can’t catego-.

rize him and put him in a grid, that
bothers people,” he said. ’

The lawsuit filed by Hubbard's

son claiming Hubbard was dead
was just a ruse, Young sald.
“That was something to try and

" flush him out. The court ruled he

was alive and had a right to his
. privacy. He was more interested in
- getting the fences straight than in
.:some jackals down in L.A. in a
-«court."” _

-. Hubbard had the ranch-built ac-
‘-cording to his specifications. The
- compound stands as testimony to
. his interest in intricate and exacting
. detail, )
- The ranch ‘‘dovetails with his
. research with Scientology,” Young
- explained. He has always tried to

combine work and pleasure, func-

tion and style, Young said.

Hubbard wrote science fiction as

part of his research in Scientology;
it also gave him money to invest in
his research.

That combination of form and
function was the concept behind the
ranch, too, Young said.

The idea was to “make it func-
tion, but make it function beautiful-
ly,” Young said. *“This Is the way he

worked. He never did anything half-

way. It all had to function estheti-
cally, too.” ,

The white wooden fence i de-
sigped ta arcantuate tha najural
curves of the hills and lak:.:ln the

. parts where the fence runs straight,

.it is perfectly straight: Hubbard

had it ripped out and replaced-

several times until it lined up exact-
ly. .
-“You could take a photograph, lay
a ruler on it, and you'd have a
perfect straight edge,” Young said.

Full-time painters constantly
paint and repaint the miles of fence
to keep it gleaming white. It's done
by hand, not with a paint sprayer.

“‘Anyone else would have been
happy to forget painting for a few
years,”’ Young said. ‘“That’s not
what he wanted. So we have paint-
ers full-time.”

There was a water pump and tank
in the middle of the quarter-mile
horse-training track. Hubbard built

a tower over it from which the

horses can be observed. It’s impos-
sible to tell the tank is there. The
inside of the tower is richly finished
in knotty pine.

There were changing rooms for
the horse trainers nearby. A little
extra effort made the structure into
a grandstand from which to watch
the animals, '

Every inch of the spacious ranch

was formerly covered with the thick

_brush common to the Creston area.
All of that brush was cleared by
hand.

“He didn’t like the land torn up,”
Young explained. “He didn’t want it
to be harmed. So he took the extra
time and effort constantly.”.

The culverts and drain grates
were strategically placed to clear
all runoff water without any erosion
of land. Those culverts and grates

were painted green to blend in with |

the grassy hills,

A variety of plants were brought
in. Different species of trees and
bushes dot the landscape. The hot-
house has corn stalks growing
alongside orchids.

The natural lake on the land was

. cleaned and expanded, then stocked

with bass and cattish. A small boat

dock on the laxe is at the bottom of |
. a lush hill leading up to Hubbard's
house. '

Besides thoroughbreds and quart-
er horses, the ranch sustains lla-
mas, buffalo, dogs, swans, .ducks,
geese, heron, cats, squirrels, chick-
ehs, cows and other animals.

“He studied life,’” Young said.
“That's why ne had different forms
of life around him. He was trying to .
understand about what mrakes '

thinge alive whaethar it~be a8 ani-

mal, a plant or a person.” =~ -

Hubbard’s tri-level home sits atop
a hill overlooking the lake. A satel-
lite dish and pool are perched below
a patic and sun porch. Young waved
an arm at the perfectly groomed
grounds.

“Extrapolate back to the kind of
man that insists on this kind of care
for the land,” he said. “‘This is the
evidence of a man who cared for
everything he did.”

There's the old adage “if you're
going to do a job, do it right,”
Young said. “He was more than
that — if you're going to do some-
thing, do it great.” ‘

Even his detractors admitted that
Hubbard rose from a quiet upbring-
ing to enormous fame and populari-
ty through his teachings and writ-
ings. Ce

Even those who are unfamiliar
with Hubbard's Scientology may be
familiar with his science fiction
writing. He is credited by other .
writers as being one of the primary
forces behind the ‘“‘Golden Age of
Science Fiction” in the late 1930s
and early '40s. ‘

While others wrote of spaceships
and ray guns, Hubbard wrote sci-
ence fiction about the human mind,
Young said. :

A colleague of Hubbard, sciénce

- fiction writer ‘Algis Budrys, had this

to say about Hubbard:

“He appeared at a critical junc-
ture in the development of specula-
tive fiction and was one of the
major factors in synergizing its
evolution.” A .

This was the beginning of modern
science fiction, Budrys wrote, and
“the career of the young L. Ron
Hubbard was crucial.”

Hubbard took a break from sci-
ence fiction writing — for nearly 30
years. | ‘

But when he came back with
1980’s epic “Battlefield Earth,” the
1,000-page book shot to the top of the
bestseller lists and garnered rave

reviews.

When he moved to Creston two
years ago, he was still writing on a
new project, a 10-volume science
fiction set which will be published ‘a
volume at a time through 1987,

His days were very structured,
said Kathy Blecha, another Hub-
bard representative from Author
Services Inc.

“He was a real scheduled per-
scn,’” Blecha said.

i Most of Hubbard’s day, from ear-
vm jpg w .
spent W {G\g aa "\'egga'x"é%‘ﬁ‘\’f In'his
spacious home. -.. .-, .-

Later in the day, he worked on

plann}ng and building the ranch,
“paying attention to detail, making
sure things do get done right.” .
:'Tbe :.afternoons were involved in
things like going out for a walk .
around the property, checking on
the animals,” Blecha said. “He was
very interested in what was going
on around the ranch.” .
He also spent his afternoons pur-
suing phetography and music, main-
ly around the ranch. Some of thit
S‘ﬁ%‘.‘ ‘mav later be published, she

) ~ was annoynced this we
- ;Evenings were pure relaxation — tology officials. '

reading, watching TV stations
pulled in with his satellite dish.

And he coften came into town —
Creston, Paso Robles and San Luis
Obispo. Occasionally, Blecha suid,
Hubbard was recognized. _

“He has been a famous person for
so long, and it's an international
name,” she said. A photo taken in
the late 1970s appears cn the jackets '
of nearly ali of his 'ziilions of beais,
she said, so the recogniion was
unavoidable. Still, the secret of
where he lived didn’t iﬂ out unti] #t
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| FBI priﬁtscohﬁmi death

of Scientology’s Hubbard

By Karen Cusolito
Herald staff writer

Fingerprint records from the
FBI have confirmed that a body
cremated Saturday was that of
Church of Scientology founder L.
Ron Hubbard, authorities said yes-
terday.

Fingerprints from the body were
compared with those of the
church’s reclusive founder from
the FBI in Washington, D.C., and
the Department of Justice in Sacra-
mento, said George Whiting, sher-
iff-coroner of San Luis Obispo
County, where Hubbard had been
living.

Hubbard died Friday night at his
80-acre ranch in the hills near San
Luis Obispo of a brain hemorrhage.
.| He had not been seen publicly since
- 1980 and only close associates knew
his whereabouts, according to
church officials.

Whiting said the coroner’s office
normally would not investigate
such a “straightforward case,” but
church officials failed to notify
authorities of the death until 7:30
| a.m. Saturday. ,
' Blood samples taken from the
body showed no sign of drugs, but
no autopsy was performed, in ac-
cordance with Hubbard’s written
instructions, said the Rev. Heber
Jentzsch, president of the Church
‘| of Scientology International.

Hubbard’s body was then cre-
mated and his ashes scattered at
sea, Jentzsch said. With confirma-
tion of the fingerprints taken by
the coroner’s department, the in-
vestigation is closed, Whiting said.

Since its inception in 1954, Scien-
tology has been marked by contro-
versy. The church’s tax-exempt
status has been challenged by the
Internal Revenue Service and
former members have filed law-
suits claiming they were brain-
washed. '

Scientology officials held a news
conference yesterday afternoon “to
vindicate Mr. Hubbard’s good
name,” Jentzsch said.

Following Hubbard's philosophy
that attack, not defense, is the only
way to resolve threats, Jentzsch and
Scientology attorney Earle Cooley
assailed a Boston lawyer, the Rocke-
feller family and the IRS during the
lengthy news conference. ,

Jentzsch claimed that attorney
Michael Flynn of Boston, who has
represented ex-church members in
the suits against Scientology, engi-
neered the controversy over Hub-
bard’s death for his own benefit.

Flynn has received funding
from the New York Community
Trust, which is backed by the
Rockefeller family and pays writers
to do anti-Scientology stories,
Jentzsch claimed. That tax-exempt
trust is allowed by “criminal ele-
ments of the IRS,” he charged.

I SRR I




v

DAILY NEWS/Thursday, January 30, 1986 NEWS —

Daily News

ESTABLISHED 1911

COOKE MEDIA GROUP
INCORPORATED

BYRON C. CAMPBELL
President and Publisher

' TIMOTHY M. KELLY, Editor

Al Sar, Managing Editor Thomas S. Gray, Editorial Pages Editor °

Officials confirm
Hubbard’s death -

By IRA RIFKIN
Daily News Religion Writer )

The San Luis Obispo Coun-
ty sheriff-coroners’ office con-
firmed through a fingerprint
¢heck Wednesday that

Church of Scientology found- -

er L. Ron Hubbard has died.

. Until Sheriff-Coroner

George S. Whiting's an-
nouncement, there had been
no independent verification
that the reclusive science-fic-
tion writer turned religious
philosopher had died, as
church officials announced
Monday night.

Hubbard, last seen publicly

in 1980, died Friday night a
his ranch 35 miles northeast
of the city of San Luis Obispo,
according to the controversial
Hollywood-based church.
Hubbard’s personal physician,
Dr. Gene Denk, one of three
Scientologists with the
church founder when he died,
said death was caused by a
stroke.

Hubbard’s body was cre-
mated Saturday, after finger-
prints and blood samples were
taken by the sheriff-coroner’s
office. There was no autopsy.

Whiting said the sample’
prints were matched with sets
obtained from the California
Department of Justice and the .
FBL “The person we had in’
the mortuary that we finger-"
printed was Hubbard,” Whit- -
ing said in a telephone inter-

* view. . i
The county official also said
Denk reported that he had
bgen treating Hubbard for
art problems for more than
week. Church officials have
aintained that Hubbard was. ©
healthy until the moment of

/ his death and had chosen to._
{ “discard his body” because .

h(ijs earthly work was complet-.
ed. '
Critics of Scientology have.
voiced suspicion over the
church’s reports of Hubbard's
death. : b
Michael Flynn, a Boston
lawyer who represents sever-
al former Scientologists who -
have sued the church, has
said the death report could be
a hoax, perpetrated to avoid
indictments stemming from.
alleged tax law violations by
Hubbard and his aides. Feder-., .
al authorities are said to be in- 7y
vestigating the allegations.
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Scientology
founder

kept a low profile .

(late)

_ By DAN NAKASO

‘Even in tiny town,'

{ Knight-Ridder News Service
RESTON, Calif. — Even the guys
at he Loading Chute bar have a hard
tim} remembering L. Ron Hubbard.
Creston, that just about says it
all e unofficial barroom social regis-

t ter keeps track of everybody in town.

{

g ha
" by jveryone.

this commupity 15 miles’ north-
eas| of San Luis Obispo, children wave
: at grangers and neighbors pride them-
: geltes on helping each other out. It's
to live here and not be known

or three years, Church of Sciento-
founder Hubbard lived here and
w n't really known by anyone.

" Pn Monday night, the church’s offi-
ciais announced that the 74-year-old

¢ map had died of a stroke last Friday at

fter Hubbard's picture appeared
" onithe television news, a few locals
retalled seeing him once or twice
arjund town. Perhaps, they said, he

~ hajt stopped in for a drink at the Load-

i3

ing Chute or the Long Branch saloon.

" They don’t remember much else. They
should have, residents said.

“Hell, we ain’t got but two bars, a

* school and a post office,” said one local
man, who asked not to be identified.
e've got a population of 200. That's

* cqunting cats and dogs and every-

T

y‘”
Hubbard lived on 160 acres

It seems that no one outside the
urch of Scientology knew that Hub-

 bird had fenced himself in on a 160-
< agre spread about five miles south of
the Creston post office on O’Donovan

ad.

Maybe it’s because his house was a

ile up the hill on a dirt road with no

nkme. More likely, residents said, he

djdn’t want to be discovered.

Hubbard last used his name in pub-

ic in 1980 at the church’s Gilman Hot

rings compound in Riverside Coun-

, Calif. In Creston, he went by differ-
t names and surrounded his property

w:th a huge white picket fence.

i After his death, Scientology offi-

" dials posted security guards at the

ranch. They patrolled the gates dotting
the fence line this week and pleasantly
but sternly let visitors know they
weren't welcome.

Hubbard was revamping the white,
three-level house on the property,
neighbors and Scientology officials
said. In the meantime, he lived in a
$240,000 mobile home there with
Scientology members Pat and Ann
Broeker. who also used pseudonyms,

d the Rev. Heber Jentzsch, Sciento-

bgy president.
. While he worked on his opulent
home, Hubbard put in a lake filled with

- white geese and a horse racing track

with a white clocking tower and view-
ing stands, according to neighbors who
live nearby. A white gazebo was under
construction, as well as two micro-
wave receiving dishes — one near the

- house and the other by the stables.

i Animals roamed terrain

Hubbard also kept a pair of llamas,
four buffalo, horses and several head
of cattle. The animals roamed the
green roller-coaster terrain tucked into

;@ hidden valley.

There, only Scientology friends
knew he was the man who in 1954
founded a church based on his 1948

-book, “Dianetics: The Modern Science
‘of Mental Health,” which has sold a
~million copies.

The church, which reportedly
earned $100 million at its peak, boasts
a membership of up to 6 million. Crit-
ics, including defectors, say it’s more
like 2 million.

! The church believes that 75 million

years ago, Earth was one of 90 planets
ruled by a tyrant named Xemu, accord-
ing to court documents filed in Los
Angeles County in & suit involving
Hubbard. .

Xemu destroyed the planets’ inhabi-
tants with thérmonuclear bombs to
solve the overpopulation problem, the
documents stated. But he trapped their
spirits in a frozen compound and
implanted them with the seed of evil
traits. Those traits resurface each gen-
eration and continue to plague man-
kind, church members believe.

In the last few years, Hubbard had
been working on spiritual writings,
church officials said.

‘Not very friendly’

His closest neighbors, Maxine Kueh]
and Shirley Terry, who run the Camp
Emmanuel Christian retreat, often .
talked with the ranch foreman and the
many workers who built the picket
fence and maintained the place. . =

They rarely spoke with the three
occupants. Pat and Ann Broeker had
been passing themselves off as Mike-
and Lisa Mitchell, Kuehl said. Hubbard,
who never gave a name, was supposed
to be Lisa’s father. .

“They have not been very fnendly,"
Kueh! said.

“Not super-nasty,” Terry added
“Just to themselves.”

- Hubbard died last Friday night, but
county officials weren't notified until
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. by San Luis.Obi- -
spo’s Reis Chapel, the mortuary tﬁa
handled the body, Sheriff- Coroner,
George S. Whiting said. ¥

Hubbard’s Los Angeles doctor, Géne -
Denk, signed the death certificate.

The county coroner’s office usually
does not step in when a physician is-
involved, Whiting said, but the mor-
tuary notified him because of the 11-
hour gap between Hubbard’s death and
Scientology officials’ call to the mor-.
tuary. -

At the mortuary, coroner’s investi:
gators took a blood sample, photo-
graphs and fingerprints. !

That day, Whiting said, Scientology
officials presented him with a legal
certificate of religious belief opposing .
an autopsy, then cremated the body

Ashes spread at sea

The next day they spread his ashes
at ses, he said.

At 9 p.m. Monday, after a huge
church service broadcast by satellite
around the world, Scientology officials *
had a news conference to announce
Hubbard's death publicly. =~ =

County officials made 10 announce-

" ments, Whiting said, because they
.were unaware that the dead man was
*Scientology’s founder. R

They didn’t know he was the ’
Lafayette Ronald Hubbard embrofled -
in bitter lawsuits with former church
members and his oldest son, Ronald :
Dewolf. In 1982, Dewolf had fought to
be appointed trustee of his father's
financial affairs, claiming that Hub- -
bard was either dead or mentally
incompetent.

After church_ officials presented a
letter allegedly written by Hubbard &
judge ruled that the man was alive.-

Because of the strange circum- :
stances surrounding the report of Hub-
bard’s death last week, many people
doubt it was his body that was cremat-
ed. Some said the death was faked so .
Hubbard could avoid an alleged Inter-
nal Revenue Service investigation and
escape pending lawsuits.

- Whiting erased the doubts Wednes-
day. The fingerprints taken from the
mortuary matched Hubbard’s, on file
with the FBI and state Department of
Justice, he said.

“That should settle. it,” the shenff

said. /













