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By BOBSIPCHEN, Times taff Writer ey Years After Jonestown, the Battle Intensifies

4 screwed into a grimace of such

condemn what it doesn’t understand, the

. founder of the Ecclesia-Athletic Assn.-

lamented on TV just a few days after his
8-year-old daughter had been beaten to
death, apparently by Ecclesia members.
At issue were complex questions of
whether the group he had formed to
instill discipline in ghetto youth, and led

from Watts to Oregon, had evolved into a -
. so-called cults. .

dangerous cult. But Broussard couldn’t
have found a less sympathetic audience
than the group gathered around the TV in
the bar of the Portland Holiday Inn.
There last month for the annual con-
ference of the Chicago-based Cuit

-ldridgé Broussard Jr.’s’ face .

anger and pain that the unflappa- . -

- <Ml ble Oprah: Winfrey seemed un--
nerved. It hurts to be branded “the new

Jimmy Jones” by a society ‘eager to-

Awareness Network were people whose -
kin had crumpled onto the body heaps at

* Jonestown; Guyana,-10 years ago, and

people who believed:.they or ‘family
members had lost not their lives, but good

* chunks of them, to gurus and avatars less

infamous but no less evil than Jim Jones.
One group’s cult is another’s “new
religious movement,” though, and in the
10 years since Jonestown, a heated holy
war of sorts has been mounting over the
issues of how to define and contend with

The battle lines aren’t always'\'vell

‘defined. Ongoing guerrilla actions be-

tween those who sée themselves as
crusaders against potential Jonestowns
and those who see themselves as the

Over the Influence of ‘Alternative’ Religions

persecuted members of outcast religious
groups comprise the shifting legal and
political fronts. On the outskirts of the
ideological battleground is another loose-

ly knit' force that sees itself as the .

defender of a First Amendment besieged
by vigilantes all too eager to kiss off the
Constitution as they quash beliefs that
don’t fit their narrow-minded criteria of
what’s good and real. As one often-quot-
ed definition has it: “A cult is a religion
someone I don’t like belongs to.”

“It's spiritual McCarthyism,” Lowell D.

'Streiker, a Northern California counselor, '

said of the cult awareness cause. To him,
“the anti-cult network” isitself a “cult
of persecution,” cut from the same cloth

. as colonial witch hunters and the Ku Klux

Klan, . A

"The key anti-cult groups, by most
accounts, are CAN, a secular nondenomi-
national group of 30 local affiliates; the
Massachusetts-based  American Family

Foundation;; the Interfaith Coalition of °

Concern About Cults and the Jewish
Federation Council’s

Cuits and Missionaries., ,
Although they contend that their ranks

-continue to fill with the victims of cults or

angry family members, they concede that
the most significant rallying point came
in the fall of 1978 when the leader of one
alleged cult put a rattlesnake in an
enemy’s mailbox and another led 912

people to their deaths. :

Even though nothing so dramatic has
happened since, cults have quietly been
making inroads into the fabric of main-
stream American life, and the effects are

Please see CULT WARS, Page 18
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;:(;ontinued from Page 1 :
potentially as serious as the deaths
.at Jonestown, cult critics say.

With increased wealth and pub-

vlic relations acumen—with mem- -

bers clothed by Brooks Brothers

rather than in saffron sheets—the
1,000 or more new cuits that some
i'estimate have sprung up in Ameri-
‘ca since the '60s have become “a
~growth industry which is diversi-
~fying,” said Dr. Louis Jolyon West,

rdirector of UCLA's Neuropsychiat- .

ric Institute. “They have made
‘steady progress on all fronts.”

i ‘. UglierConnothtions
NS

of religious worship or ritual.”

Even before Jonestown, though, -

""the word had taken on broader and
"‘uglier connotations.

""" To make a distinction, critics use

" the term destructive cult, or totalist

. cult. The issue, they say, pivots on
.'the methods groups use to recruit
. "and hold together followers.

.. CAN describes a destructive cult
. as one that “uses systematic, ma-
. hipulative techniques of thought
.feform or mind control to obtain

.Jollowers - and constrict ‘their.

“thoughts and actions. These tech-
, hiques are imposed without the

/person’s knowledge and produce °

‘observable changes in the individ-

“*ual’s autonomy, thoughts and ac-

"

tions. . . .
'+ A 1985 conference on cults co-

“sponsored by the UCLA Neuropsy- -

§ichiatric Institute and the American

- Family Federation came up with

-

In the broadest sense, Wébster .
defines a cult as simply “a system -

this definition: - L

“A group or movement exhibit-
ing a great or excessive devotion or
dedication to some person, idea, or
thing and employing unethically

manipulative techniques of persua- ‘

sion-and control . . . designed to
advance the goals of the group’s
leaders, to the actual or possible
detriment of members, their fami-
lies, or the community.” :

The “manipulative techniques”
in question are what cult critics call
mind control or brainwashing. ,

To critics of the critics, on the
other hand, brainwashing amounts
to hooey.

And both sides say the weight of -

evidence is on their side.

New Beliefs, Personalities

Cult critics often point to classic"
surveys on brainwashing, which

catalogue methods which they say "

are routinely used by cults of every
color, religious and secular, to
manipulate unsuspecting people
into .adopting new beliefs, ‘and

‘often, in effect, new personalities.

Among the techniques are con-
stant repetition of doctrine; appli-
cation ‘of intense peer pressure;
manipulation of diet so that critical
faculties are adversely affected;
deprivation of sleep; lack of privacy
and time for reflection; cutting ties

‘with the recruits’ past life; reduc-

tion of outside stimulation -and
influences; skillful use of ritual to
heighten mystical. experience; and
invention of a new vocabulary

- which narrows the range of experi-

ence and constructs a new reality
for cult members.

Margaret Singer, a former pro-
fessor of psychology at UC Berke-
ley, describes psychological prob-
lems that have been attributed to
cultic experiences, ranging from
the despair that comes from having
suddenly abandoned ones previous
values, norms and ideals to types of
“induced psychopathy.” Other
psychologists and lay observers list
similar mental and emotional prob-
lems linked to the indoctrination
and rituals of cults. f

Sociologist Dick Anthony, author
of the book ‘“Spiritual Choices,” and
former director of the UC Berke-
ley-affiliated Center for the Study
of New Religions, argues the exact
opposite position. ,

“There’s a large research litera-
ture published in mainstream jour-
nals on the mental health effects of
new religions,” he said. “For the
most part the effects seem to be
positive in any way that's measur-
able.” .

He and other defenders of new
religions discount so-called mind
control techniques, or believe the
term has been misappropriated by
anti-cult activists.

“Coercive Persuasion is a bom-
bastic redescription of familiar
forms of influence which oceur
everyday and everywhere,” said
Streiker. “Someone being convert-
ed to a demanding religious move-
ment is no-more or less brain-
washed than . children being
exposed to commercials during kid-
dy programs which’ encourage
them to eat empty calories or buy
expensive toys.”

Please see CULTS, Page 19
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“An attempt to persuade ‘some-
one of something is a process
protected by our country’s First

Amendment right of free speech
and communication,” said attorney
Jeremiah Gutman head of the New
York City branch of the American
Civil Liberties Union and .an out-
spoken critic of the anti-cult
groups. “What one person believes
to be an irrefutable and obvious
truth is someone else’s errant non-
sense.”

‘Fraud and Manipulation’

But anti-cult spokespeople say
they have no interest in a group's
beliefs. Their concern is when
destructive cults use “frand and
manipulation,” to get people to
arrive at those beliefs, whatever
they may be. Because people are
unaware of the issues, though, cults
have insinuated themselves into
areas of American life where they
. are influencing people who may
not even know where the influence
is coming from, they contend. .

The political arena is the obvious
example, anti-cult activists say.

Foliowers of the Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh had a major impact on the
small town government of Ante-
iope, Ore.,
managed to thrust himself and his
church into the most respectabie
© Democratic party circles in .San
. Francisco before the exodus to
* Guyana, for instance.

:  But recently the process has
. expanded, with the Rev. Sun
* Myung Moon’s Unification Church
¢ the leading example of a cult that is
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and Jim Jones had -

quietly gaining political clout, they
say.

“What Jim Jones did to Demo-
crats in San Francisco, Sun Myung
Moon is doing to Republicans all
across country now,” Kisser said.

Moon’s most obvious stab at
mainstream legitimacy, critics say,
was his purchase in 1982 of the
‘Washington Times, a D.C. daily
newspaper, and his financial nur-
turing of the paper’s magazine
Insight—both of which have an
official policy of complete editorial
independence from the church.

In September, 1987, the conser-’

vative American Spectator maga-
zine published an article titled “Can
Buy Me :Love: The Mooning of
Conservative America,” in which

managing editor Andrew Ferguson -

questioned the way the political
right is lapping up Moon money,
citing, among many examples, the
$500,000 or more the late Terry
Dolan’s National Conservative Alli-
ance accepted in 1984. When the
church got wind of the article, the
Spectator received a call from the
executive director of the Unifica-

tion Church’'s World Media Assn.
warning that if it ran, the Times
“would strike back and strike back
severely,” Ferguson wrote in an
addendum to the pleee ;u

“‘Everyone Speabxomn

Therapist Steven,Hassan, a for-
mer “Moonie” and the author of the
just-released book *“Combatting
Cult Mind Control,” estimates that
the church now sponsors 200 busx-
nesses and “front organizations.”

Moon “has said “he wants .an
automatic theocracy fo rule the
world,” explained Hassan, who, on
Moon's orders, engaged in a public
fast for Nixon during Watergate

“and another fast at the U.N. to

protest the withdrawal of troops
from Korea. “He visudlizes a world
where everyone speaks Korean
only, where all religion but his is
abolished, where his'organization
chooses who will mate, and he and
family and descendants rule in a
heroic monarchy.”

Moon “is very much in support of

the democratic system,” counters -

John Biermans , director of public

affairs for the church. “His desire is
for people to become God-centered

people. Then democracy can fulfill

its potential’

Besides, hé said, “this is a plural-
istic society, people of all faiths
inject their beliefs into the system
on every level . . . Using-terms
like ‘front groups’ and ‘insinuating,’

‘is just a way to attack something.

It's not even honest.”

Some observers dismiss concern
about alleged Unificationist infil-
tration as self-serving hysteria
whipped up by the anti-cultists.

“How much actual influence [the
Unification Church] has seems
questionable,” said David Bromley,
a professor of sociology at Virginia
Commonwealth University in
Richmond, and the author of the
1981 book “Strange Gods, the Great
American Cult Scare.”

Bromiey estimates, for instance,
that the church brings $200 million
a year into the U.S. from abroad.
But he sees no evidence that the
money, much of it spent on all-ex-
pense-paid fact-finding tours and
conferences for journalists, politi-

cians and clergypeople, is money ;
well-invested as far as political

impact goes.

The church, he estimates, ‘is:

losing about $50 million a year on
its Washington Times newspaper

and the ranks of Unificationists, -

and most other new religions, in
America are thinning as well.

Veterans of the anti-cult front,
however, say that the appearance
that cuits are fading is an illusion.
“Like viruses, many of them mu-
tate into new forms,” when under
attack, West of UCLA said. And
new types of cults.are arising to fill
the void, they say. -

Cult critics point, for instance, to

the rise of such groups as the est -

offshoot calied Forum, and to Li-
fespring and Insight—all of which
CAN characterizes as “human-po-
tential cults” and all of which are
utilized in mainstream American
business ‘to promote pmducuwtv
and motivation.

Observers such as Gordon Mel-
ton of the Institute for the Study of
Religious Institutions in Santa Bar-
bara explain that many. of thesc

New Age-type trainings have their

, ultn‘aate}y

seminars that have been the staples - ‘the:btt.ue waund up costing ‘The’

roots in the old fashioned motiva-
tional pep talks and sales technigue

of American business for decades.

But critics see the so«mlled
“psychotechnologies” utilized by
some of these groups asinsidious.
For-one thing, they say, the medi-
tation, confessional sharing, .and’

guided imagery methods some of book
them use.are more hkely‘to make |
headed the

employees m
competitive.: .
Other ‘critics. say

violate emplayee’s nghts- Rnd:ard P
‘Watring, a personnel director for;

Budget Rent-a-Car. who has been
charting the incerporation of “New
Age” philosophies into” businaks
trainings, is concerned that em-
ployees are often compelled to take

. the courses and then required”

adapt a new belief system whith
may be incompatible ‘with théh
own religious convictions. As a
Christian ‘he finds such mental
meddling mappropnate for corpq-
rations. b+ 8

‘He .and «)ther cult eritics are

\kheartemd by srecent cases, “ll

~pending.in which employeesior
former employees, have sued thaip
employer {or: compelling them $o
'xézke trainings they feit canThcled
wickitheir own rehgmusbchefis

; dor Jegal battle-
call it 'a toss-up, and

» ,Ofshe, f wcrolug:ét’m
legal ‘pagtles. wmh ‘the drug .and’

alcohgh e haﬁ’luatmn organizatjon
"Syndrion -¢per research he: pub-=
lishgli group. Althougmhe*'

n the suits, he &aid

..And evidence”
lawsuns showed:

! :othe
: skillfully wielded:

ypanon |
““threats gyliugatron to keep sevegal

‘gther crifical” gflories from being .
‘puhhsheﬁnr’b dcast, he said.
Sumlarly ‘! ‘recently released
book Cults .#nd Comoqucnces,
cwent. ungubhs}\ed for several years
‘bemmemsungrs were wary of the
g matare of some of -the
tioned, said Rachel An-

T'WARS, Page 20
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dres, director of the Jewish Feder-
ation Council of Greater Los An-
geles’ Commission on Cults and
Missionaries and the book’s co-edi-
tor.

But the most interesting litiga-
tion of late involves either a former

member who is suing the organiza-

tion to which he or she belonged. or

a current member of a new reli-
gious group who is suing a depro-
grammer who attempted unsuc-

cessfully to persuade the person

leave the group. %
£The most algmﬁcantcase evefy- .

ane agrees, is last month’s i4gtko

;decxsxon by the California Sgprdme
Court, which anti-cult gro héve.
cheered as a major victory. t

In that reversal of lowe

decisions, the justices a hat ot

David Molko and anothef foriner Associated Press
member of the Unificatioh Chy h Vat of poisoned Kool-Aid be-
could bring before a jury Ahe clai side the bodies of victims.

b re-

cruiters who denied tfhey }{ad & e "Baptxst Churches in the USA and

<hurch affiliation and UAen sub the California Ecumenical Council

éd the two to church . -Had filed briefs in support of the
chniques, eventually. conve! tmg' “Unification Church, claiming that
em. £ allowmg lawsuits over proselytiz-
Mamnstream religious org ing techniques could paralyze all

tions including thi: National Coun- religions:

cil on Churches; the American “What. they're attacking is
H ;

’

coercive persuasion.” he said.

Morantz currently is defending
Bent Corydon. author of the book
L. Ron Hubbard. Madman or Mes-
siah” ugainst a lawsuit by the
Church of Scientology. He said he’s
confident of how that case will turn
out.

But he shares the belief of others
on several sides of the multifaceted
cuit battle, in concluding that edu-
cation rather than litigation should
be the first defense of religious and
intellectual liberty.

" He's not. however, optimistic.

“If anyone thinks they're ever
going tc win this war, they're
wrong.” he said. “As long as we
have human behavior, there will be
sociopaths who will stand up and
say ‘follow me.” And there will

ajways be searchers who will fol-
low.”

A.uociated
Rev. Sun Myung Moon speaks
to supporters in New York.'

prayer, fasting and lectures.” said
Biermans of the Unification
Church. “The whole idea of brain-
washing is ‘unbelievably absurd.

. If someone had really figured
out a method of brainwashing, they
could control the world.” The
church plans to appeal the ruling Lo
the U.S. Supreme Court if neces-
sary.

Paul Morantz, the atiorney who
was struck by the rattlesnake
placed in his mailbox by the “Impe-
rial Marines” of Synanon. gave
pro-bonao assistance Lo the plaintiffs
in the Molko case.

“For me, it was a great decision

R



