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High Court Rules Against
Scientology In Tax Case

BY RICHARD CARELLI
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Contriby-
tions called **fixed donations’* made
to the Church of Scientology by its
members may not be claimed as fed-
eral income tax deductions, the Sy-
preme Court ruled 1oday,

Bf' a 5-2 vote, the Justices upheld
the Internal Revenye Service's con-
tention that the fixed donations are
not charitabje contributions that can

counted as tax deductions,

Lawyers for the Scientologists had
argued that the IRS singled out their
church for unfair treatment - aconten-

tion with which two justices agreed.’

“:The court today acquiesces in the
decision ... to manufacture a singular i
€xception 1o (the IRS") 70-year prac-
tice of allowing fixed yments indis-
tinguishable from those made by
(Scientologists) to be deducted as
charitable contributions,"" Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor wrote in dis. -
sent,

. 'Because the IRS cannot constity-
tionally be allowed o select which
religions will receive the benefit of its
past rulings, I respectfully dissent,"*
she said,
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Federal law allows taxpayers to
reduce their tax liability b declaring
various deductions, incl ing money
or things of value given to charities or
religious organizations. But such a
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Today's decision resolves the con-
flicting rulings, and represents a sig-
nificant defeat for the Church of Sci-

The high court rejected arguments
that denying tax deductions for the
fixed donations violates the religious

Marshall wrote for the court that the
IRS code definin charitable contri-
Lra? both in design and

p .

Chief Justice William H.Rehnquist
and Justices Byron R, White, Harry
A. Blackmun and John Paul Stevens

_ Justices William J. Brennan and
The church also engages in training  Anthony M, Kennedy did not partici-
study the
doctrines and practices of Scientol-

ogéch branch of the church charges

The cases are Herandez vs. Com-
missioner of Internal Revenue, 87-
963, and Graharn vs, Commissioner




