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-. Aformervictimnow helps people escape “brainwashing” sects

The rock drummer
outto beatthe cults

Last week cult expert RN
Jon Caven-Atack set up N
ameeting in Exmouth
and persuadeda . -
member of the Church
of Scientology to return
to her family. The
Echo’s Peter Hardy now
talks to the man who
has dedicated his life to
exposing cults which he
says brainwash their
members.

FOR NINE years, former rock
drummer Jon Caven-Atack was
under the spell of a “religious”
sect known as the Church of
Scientology. .

Now, outside the cult, Jon has
pledged his life and a full-time
career Lo expose the workings of an
organisation which has attracted
thousands of followers.

The sul:, :vh!ch, lik‘o lh: Moonlg. is

]

ts
is thriving and has between 50,000 and
100,000 members.

Since leaving the “Chureh” in 1983,
Mr ~Atack, now urd 38, has
.h:‘lred around 100 peopie leave the

and has influenced many others.
He lives in East Grinstead where the
church’s British operation is based.

He has already written one book, A
Piece of Blue Sky, which came out last
October, and is now working on three
others. .

He i3 a consuitant on the Church of
Scientol and is fast becoming an

on the techniques of mind mani-
pulation, which he says is used by ad-
vertising jes and )

£ p
10 put over their message.
o like tri, words or colour

matching for products can sink
deeper in the mind than
the ious on-looker reali

Last week, he and two American cult
experts travelled to Exmouth to help a
mother and father retrieve their
daughter from the grip of the Church
of Scientology,
mA{ter luan( her to t: Md house lryin‘:

own, they spent three days
to_convince the girl of the truths
behind the teachings of the Jate L. Ron
Hubbard, the founder of the move-
ment. The girl then agreed to retum
with hu’g‘mu to their home in the
North of Engiand.

Mr Caven-Atack refers to L. Ron
Hubbard a3 a stage hygnoun whose

The Science of

book, urvival, first LS
dnl'hlnl‘:wmc‘ult. sive state of B

“I was in a pret| ve s of
nm:tthtumc."h{m&

“1 had just come back from a tour of
France where I had not been able to
find one gig to discoves tha

gious thing and there weren't any |
d.ruy or electric shock treatments,

“You were just going to sit down and
tre Lived

talk over the muu{whad
in the past and it seemed emi-
nently sensible.”

It is these courses, known
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“I ‘was llnlfud in hor to uderulu . ing X Al lngs are o o
other people in Scientology snd al- larly contribute, and the church is fifth OT (Opera Thetan) level. preserved - etched
together got about $0 e in. Luck- worth many milli t the time you were aiming to rid your  stainless steel to stand the test of time.
: X PThe thought to be v ons 0 lives of bgdy uun:.llpcntveryhymc. The shrines are muiti-million pound

ily, most didn’t stay. The only rules
w{nh to avoid elgmmunuu. journalists M—;'::‘ Bridge is never ending” said  probably about £8,000 te £7,000.” :m m out ov(.w and secyred
omosexusls. tack. ) stesl dooss.
“They didn't pay me and they didnt MF Cavem-A ! [ L: Ron Hubbard has bean the subject

A g to cult exp y
with anything. ! was simpl; “Prices for the courses really went  and 8§j an, the Church of Scien~  of many books since his work o creste
Emgt hooker mforﬁ Ron Hubbard." crazy from 1978, They were going up  tology i‘.."':‘h. most debilitating set of  the Church in the 1980s. Mz Ca-
Mr &ven-l\uck knows of Scientol- b; 10 per cent per month, which wasa  hypnotic rituals of any cult in the Al
ogists who have parted with over 320 per cent per annum rise. nited States. Meanwhile, the cult's  direct from his home at Av‘zlou.sﬁnm-
4§o.ooo dollars in six wecks (o the cult. m two (un. & £6 course was Iate to be in  ton Rosd, East Grinstead, West Sussex.
Well known household names regu-  costing £120. [ mansged to reoch the  three sacred shrines where all his writ-  price £16.95. .




