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Son saved, but dad still suspicious

By RIVA HARRISON
Sun Staft Writer

A Vancouver man whose testimonial is
used by Narconon in its promotional ma-
terial says the organization is “extremely
suspect” because of its links to the Church
of Scientology.

“They (Narconon) are deflnitely a part
of the Scientology operation,” Tom Perry
sald yesterday in an interview from B.C.

“I know they rehabilitated my son, I
know they rehabilitated his wife, but I
wouldn’t trust them as far as I can throw
them.”

Although Perry doesn't deny writing
the 1987 testimontial praising Narconon,
he said he’s nervous about the program
because “There’s too much evidence that
they have a lot to do with Scientology.”

Nevertheless, Perry said Narconon’s
regimen of hard exercise, vitamin treat-
ments, and saunas to sweat out toxins

saved his son's life about 15 years ago.

Bill, who was college-age at the time,
was “almost dead” from heroin abuse
when his friends took him to Narconon af-
ter traditional medicine failed, Perry said.

“He was open with us that Narconon is
part of the Scientology operation,” Perry
said, adding Bill claims he was never a
member of the church.

Perry’s glowing testimontial about Nar-
conon was part of a package of material a
Winnipeg company — Mr. Pepperette —
handed out to teenagers it hired to fund-
raise for the drug rehabilitation program.

Perry said his son, who's “completely
away from Narconon now,” worked for the
program for six or seven years to help pay
off the cost of his rehabilitation.

However, Bill actually opposed the
church’s efforts to take money out of Nar-
conon — cash Bill felt should remain in
the drug rehabilitation program, Perry
said.

Bill Perry, who's currently living and
working in Toronto, couldn't be reached
for comment.

Seth Asser, a doctor of immunology and
pediology in San Dicgo, Calif, said Nar-
conon’s treatment “wouldn’t be bad for
you” if it was done slowly and carcfully.

But Asscr, who criticized Narconon
when it tried to set up shop in San Diego
five years ago, said the intensity of Nar-
conon’s program makes it “dangerous.”

“It’s a bunch of hocus pocus with no
proven value,” Asser said of Narconon’s
claim to have a 75 to 95-per-cent success rate.

“The detoxification stuff they pre-

scribe can actually be harmful if it’s over-
done.”

Some of the literature offered for gale by Sclentologists
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