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Scientology church
builds Humboldt vault

by Jack Durham
LUMBERJACK STAFF

On a 3,000-acre ranch in rural

Humboldt County, devoteesof Church
of Scientology-founder L. Ron Hubbard
are building a 375-foot-long under-
ground vault.

The vault is being built on the Sunset
View Ranch in Petrolia, a small town
located about 20 miles south of
Ferndale, by the Church of Spiritual
Technology (COST).

COST is linked to the controversial
Church of Scientology, whose opera-
tions, according to court documents,
include alack of financial records, pub-
lic policy violations, deceptive prac-
tices and the maintenance of an en-
emies list against whom any actions,
however illegal, were justified in the
eyes of the church.

COST began purchasing land in
Humboldt County in 1980, according
to the Dec. 28, 1989issue of The Ferndale
Enterprise.

The vault is being built in a shallow
trench and will be covered with 14 feet
of dirt and gravel.

Inside, the facility will be two stories
tall and will contain movable cabinets
which will hold the church’s archives.

Although members of COST did not
return phone calls, in an article in the
Ferndale Enterprise, Michel Ouelette,a
member of the COST, explained the
purpose of the church and the vauit.

“Its (COST's) purpose is the preser-
vation of the religious and nhilosophi-
cal writings of L. Ron Hubbard,”
Ouelette stated.

Ouelette stated in addition to
Hubbard’s writings, “other basic reli-
gious text,” religious wisdom and the
Bible will be placed in the storage facil-
ity. '

ty”l‘he church’s activities include do-
ing research into long-lasting archival
materials, transferring writtenand spo-
ken words onto such materials to pre-
serve them, and storing them so they
will beavailable for future generations.

We will not be conducting religious
services at the ranch. The purpose of
the property is the preservation of reli-
gious wisdom,” Quelette told The
Ferndale Enterprise.

“We are not the Church of
Scientology; however, we do share a
common interest with it through our
belief in the value and workability of
Mr. Hubbard’s writings in solving
today’s spiritual problems,” Ouelette
said.

However, documents filed in a U.S.
Claims Courtin 1988 state that COST is
one of a number of organizations cre-
ated after the Church of Scientology
reorganized in 1981 and 1982. The reor-
ganization took place after the Internal
Revenue Service revoked the tax-ex-
emptstatusof the Church of Scientology
of California, the former “Mother
Church” of the denomination.

The basis for revoking the tax-ex-
empt statusof theChurchof Scientology
of California was that the church was
anordinary commercial enterpriseand
the income benefited L. Ron Hubbard.
Also, the church conspired to impede
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the Internal Revenue Service from as-
sessing and collecting taxes.

According to court documents, the
churchattempted tofrustratethe IRS's
efforts to examine its financial affairs.
The church maintained no books tq
record and systematize its financial
transactions. re, the examina-
tion had to proceed on the basis of
millions of separate checks, invoices
and disbursement vouchers. The
church’saccountantsaw toitthat these
were provided in no semblance of or-
der.
The accountant advised another
church to “give the IRS agent a bunch
of records in a box in no semblance of
order and to place the agent in a dark,
small, out-of-the-way room, {(and) to
refuse to give practical assistance lo-
cating records,” stated the court docu-
ments.

In the face of such tactics, the IRS
spent approximately two years in an
unsuccessful attempt to audit the
church’s 1968 to 1969 financial opera-
tions.

The Church of Spiritual Technology
and other entities created after the re-
organization of the Church of
Scientology filed applications for tax-
exempt status. While the applications
were pending, witnesses gave testi-
mony incourtcases involvingchurches
of Scientology.

The testimony was to the effect that
L. Ron Hubbard continued to control
the Church of Scientology for his pri-
vate benefit.

Witness testimony inone of the cases
alleged that the project known as Mis-
sion Corporate Category Sort-out
{MCCS) had been undertaken by the
Church of Scientology of California in
1980. The alleged purpose of the MCCS
project was to devise a new organiza-
tional structure to conceal L. Ron
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Hubbard’s continued control of the
Church of Scientology.

Eight of the organizations created af-
ter the church’s restructuring eventu-
ally withdrew their applications. The
remaining applicants responded that
the testimony related to other organiza-
tions and time periods, attacked the
credibility of witnesses and stated that
L. Ron Hubbard did not hold any posi-
tion of control in any Church of
Scientology. They also said that work
done on the MCCS project was not con-
sidered or consulted in.designing the
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new organizational structure.

The history of Scientology’s opera-
tions detailed in one of the court cases
includes an enemies list against whom
any actions, however illegal, were justi-
fied by the church.

According to the June 24, 1990 issue
of The Los Angeles Times, the Church
of Scientology compiled a list of church
critics and subjected those on the list to
smear campaigns and dirty tricks.

Paulette Cooper of New York, who
wrote a 1972 book, "The Scandal of
Scientology,” was pushed to the top of

GRAPHIC BY SCOTY FLOOIN

the enemies list. :

“Among other things, Cooper was
framed on criminal charges by Guard-
ian Office (the church’slegal and inves-
tigative arm) members, who obtained
stationary she had touched and then
used it to forge bomb threats to the
church in her name.

The church reported the threat to
the FBI and directed its agents to Coo-
per, whose fingerprints matched those
on the letter. Cooper was indicted by a
grandjury notonly for thebomb threats,
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but forlying underoathabout her inno-

cence.

“Two years later, the author's reputa-
tion andy psyche in tatters, prosecutors
dismissed the charges after she had

:lpernt nearly $20,000 on legal fees to

people who controlled Scientology be-
fore Hubbard’s death controlled the
operations of COST and other top-
level Scientology organizations after
Hubbard’s death, thedocuments state.

The court documents also discuss
the uses for thearchives of the Church
of Spiritual Technology.
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Hubbard’s death, Scientology organiza-
tions have continued to market
Scientology products and services. These
productsare derived from COST"s collec-
tion of original Hubbard writings and
tape recordings.

According to The Los Angeles Times,
court documents filed by COST show that
their fiscal 1987 income was $503 million.
COST has a staff but no congregation.

An official from the County Assessor’s
Office said there is no assessed value for

the at this time , but there will
be after construction of the vault is com-
pleted.

Both the Church of Scientology and
COST failed to return phone calls.

The vault in Petrolia, still under con-
struction, is one of three storage facilities
constructed or under construction by
COST. ,

The church has similar facilities in the
San Bernardino Mountains and in New
Mexico.
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