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Netcom, Scientologists Séttle P
Suit Over Internet Postlngs

L CourtS' Online firm agrees't to set up protoc
for handling copyright dlsagreements i
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said. .
From BIoombcrg Business News . Neither Netcom nor the Sci- ;

SAN JOSE— —Netcom On-  entologists would discuss fur-

_ Line Communications Services - ther aspects of the settlement.
Inc. has settled a copyright The settlement leaves in
lawsuit by the Church of Sci- place the November ruling by
entology that threatened to set  U.S. District Judge Ronald M. |
new boundaries for speech on ~ Whyte in San Jose, which '
the free-wheeling Internet. ~chipped away at the legal de-

. The Scientologists sued Net-  fenses of Netcom and other -
com after the Internet access Internet-access provxders such

. provider refused to remove as'America Online Inc. Those

“church writings posted to its companies say. they are no
computer network by a former  more liable 'for material onf
Scientologist minister. their networks. than :a. tele- o

In a closely watched decision ~Phone company is for conver-"
six months ago, a federal judge ~ Sations carried over its phone .
in California ruled that Netcom  lines. :
could be sued for aiding in the But tl}e settlement of th.e
alleged copyright violation, al. ¢3¢ against Netcom means it
though only if the Scientolo- will not result in a potentially
gists proved that Netcom knew glt;z(l:edent-settmg trial or ap-
it was violating the law.

Netcom settled the lawsuit acmsé&sI\}::ggz:tangh%o;h%z}} :
Friday by establishing a new
protocol for handling such dis- mesrud, the operator of a North'

. . Hollywood- -baseq bulletm
agreements, including asystem 014 gervice; of helping for-*
for removing suspect materials e Seientology official Dennis -
while it investigates whethera * Eylich of Glendalé: distribute

. copy x;ght violation has oc-  copyrighted materials. Kie-
curre

mesrud and Erlich are ‘not"
Netcom also posted a warn-

party to the settlement." ,
ing to subscribers on its World The Scxentologlsts have

Wide Website. | taken ‘an ‘aggressive legal
‘Before you post that funny  gtance against. critics, who use
monologue of Dave Barry’s or  the Internet to post the unpub-
that wonderful Dilbert cartoon  jighed writings of Scientology
or use that image of Kermit the  founder L. Ron Hubbard; Crit-.
Frog on your Web page, please - ics say the church is seeking to -
. remember that these materials  keep the writings out of .the -
_are very likely to be propri-  public eye because they illumi- -
‘etary and cannot be distributed - nate,some of the phurch's un-
without permission,” Netcom - usual practxces
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