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German Official Calls for Seéurity Surveillance of Scientologists

By ALAN COWELL

BONN, Jan. 10 — In the long-run-
ning duel between the German au-
thorities and the Church of Sciento-
logy, a senior Government official
urged today that it be placed under
surveillance by the same internal
security agency that tracks terror-
ists and political extremists.

The official, Claudia Nolte, the
Minister for Family Policy, de-
scribed the church as ‘““one of the
most aggressive groups in our soci-
ety” and said she would “‘oppose the
Scientology organization with all the
means at my disposal.”

The Church of Scientology was
tounded by the American science-
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard in 1954
and is based in Los Angeles. German
authorities have long sought to strip
the church of Constitution protec-
tions it receives as a religion in this
country. One state, Bavaria, is con-
sidering banning it outright while

Germany’s leading political parties,
fearing infiltration, bar their mem-
bers from becoming Scientologists.
Some German officials say the or-
ganization, which surfaced here
around 1970, seeks worldwide domi-
nance.

According to its literature, Scien-
tology’s aim is ““to bring an individ-
ual to an understanding of himself
and his life as a spiritual being.”
Global membership is variously esti-
mated at 50,000 to eight million.

The Government maintains that
the church is no more than an un-
scrupulous commercial concern, but
its supporters see a deeper collision
between Scientologists and a form of
religious discrimination they com-
pare to the anti-Semitic practices of
Nazi Germany.

Sabine Weber, a spokeswoman for
the Scientology organization in Ham-
burg, said: “The accusation of seek-
ing world dominance has been made

against new and aspiring move-
ments for centuries, and was mis-
used particularly in the Third Reich
to persecute people of different opin-
ions. The methods are comparable to
those that were used in the early
1930°s.”

While the church has reported a
membership of only 30,000 in Germa-
ny, its activities have elicited a tough
response from the authorities, lead-
ing to legal battles over whether it is
a religious organization or simply a
front for money-making.

“Under the cloak of a religious
community hides an organization
which unscrupulously and unabash-
edly engages in dubious activities
and whose ideology bears totalitar-
ian characteristics,”” Mrs. Nolte said
at a news conference to introduce a
pamphlet warning Germans to avoid
the church.

She said it would be ““very sensi-
ble” for the domestic intelligence

agency to place the organization un-
der surveillance to glean “better in-
formation about the inner workings
of the organization.”

The authorities have thus far shied
away from placing the church under
surveillance by the Office for the
Protection of the Constitution, the
domestic intelligence agency, which
usually monitors political extrem-
ism. Last December, the interior
ministers of the 16 German states
failed to agree on such measures
after the federal Interior Minister,
Manfred Kanther, voiced legal con-
cerns about the idea. Aides to Mrs.
Nolte said surveillance could only be
ordered against organizations with
anti-censtitutional political aims.

Were it to come under surveil-
lance, the organization would be sub-
ject to such intelligence-gathering
techniques as telephone taps, postal
intercepts and the clandestine obser-
vation of its members.




