Why these superstars are fighting mad

WORD WA

Geletrity sect launches propaganda battle

R TWOR:

over probe of their secret religion

OM CRUISE. John Tra-

volta and Kirstie Alley

have gone to war after
Scientology was attacked as
a “criminal organization,”
not a religion.

The Los Angeles-based
sect. which lists dozens of
celebrities among its mem-
bers. is using all its influ-
ence to fight charges that it
uses psychological terror
and that its first order of
business is making money.

Government officials in
Germany are looking closely
at the activities of the mys-
terious Church of Scientolo-
gy in their country. And they
don’t like what they see.

One group of ministers
blasted it as an “organiza-
tion that combines elements
of business crime and psy-
chological terror against its
own members.”

And a major nationwide
youth group has led a boy-
cott of films by Scientolo-
gists. such as Cruise's Mis-
sion Impossible and Tra-
volta's Phenomenon.

Scientologists have blast-
ed back with a series of full-
page newspaper ads com-
paring their treatment by
the German government to
the persecution of Jews by
Adolf Hitler's Nazi regime.

They have even persuad-
ed non-Scientologists such
as Dustin Hoffman. Goldie
Hawn and director Oliver
Stone to join in a publicity
campaign attacking the Ger-
mans.

“When Scientology com-
pares its treatment in Ger-
many to that of the victims of
the Holocaust. it is falsifying
history and offending the
sensibilities of the Nazi vic-
tims and their families,”
German Foreign Minister
Klaus Kinkel tells STAR.

Travolta, who is one of the
leading spokesmen for the
Scientologists. is among
those outraged by the at-
tacks on his “religion.”

“I think the reason I didn't
end up like Elvis or Marilyn

John Travolta and

Kirstie Alley are
Scientologists.
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He says it saved him

from ending up
like Elvis.

is that I had Scientology to
goto.” he says. "I had a place
where I could unload.
“There are so many parts
to Scientology. Someone like
Kelly [Preston, his wife and
another member] or Tom
Cruise did it to boost their
already good lives. I did it to
bail me out of upsets.”
Other celebrity members
include Juliette Lewis, Anne
Archer, Isaac  Hayes.

Cruise’s wife Nicole Kid-
man. Priscilla Presley. Lisa
Marie Presley, Karen Black.
Nancy Cartwright of The
Simpsons, rock star Edgar
Winter, and jazz musician
Chick Corea.

Scientology was founded
in 1954 by science-fiction
writer L. Ron Hubbard. au-
thor of the best seller Dia-
netics: The Modern Science of
Mental Health. Followers be-
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Celeb
Scientologists
include,

from top,

Tom Cruise,
Lisa Marie
Presley,
Priscilla
Presley,

Chick Corea,
Juliette Lewis,
Isaac Hayes,
Karen Black
and Kelly
Preston.
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This full-page ad
ran in The New
York Times.

lieve a tyrant called Xenu
blew up billions of space ali-
ens in earth’s volcanoes 75
million years ago and all our
problems today are caused
by invisible remnants of
those beings.

But Stefan Schwartz, of
Germany’s Christian Demo-
cratic party, says it is nothing
more than “a sect that makes
people financially dependent

Continued on Page 20
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Celehrity sect launches pr

Continued from Page 19

on it and then squeezes them like
lemons.”

Scientologists believe they hold
the key to dealing with deep-rooted
psychological problems.

And the route to happiness is a se-
ries of counseling sessions called
auditing which leads eventually to

becoming “clear.” The lengthy train-
ing sessions can easily cost more
than $50,000 and as much as $100,000.

Ralf Burmester is a Hamburg lawyer
who represents ex-Scientologists who
claim they were financially and per-
sonally devastated by the organization.

Quoted in an investigative story in
the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times last
month he claimed: “Normally, by the

time they come to me they are fin-
ished, ruined, and they know it,”
Burmester says.

Burmester says it's not the super-
star members who get in trouble —
they can afford it.

He alleges: “Typically, it's a young
man or woman who's an office work-
er, a clerk. or an accountant in a
large firm.

It's the middle of the night ...

... and vou hear the door slam. When will he stop

Joyce lillson says:
Start a

4

PSYCHIC

coming home so late and start paying attention 1o how
you feel? Your triends keep telling vou 1o do something,
but what do they know? You need some good advice
and vou need it woday.

Your hest friend has lost her job and her conri-
dence. No matter what she tries to do, it always seems
to come out wrong. You hate to see her this way, but
how can vou help her? There's got to be some way she
can turn her life around.

No maier how hard vou try, moneyv seems to ship
through vour fingers. You just can't seem to make ends
meet. You want to buy a present for vour sweetheart,
but how can vou aiford it? You know the opportunities
are out there, it only you knew where to look.

Ordinary people aren’t the only ones asking these
questions. Famous actors and actresses trom shows like
General Hospital. One Life to Live, Davs or our Lives
and Al A Children Tace the same kinds of problems
that wee doo And hundreds of famous celebritios e
Tound the answers tat help theny niake 1t throagh

One star of a popular daytime soap upera was
recently going through a rocky divorce. As she hecame
more emotionallv damaged by the proceedings, her
carecr and the rest of her life began 1o be affected. She
thought she had no one to turn to ... until she called
one of Jovce jillson’s master psychic counselors.

\ith the help of her psychic advisor, this soap star
bewan to teen hor fite around. He helped give her the
et 1o tnahise her divorces then used Tos aingue
talents 10 ofter insight nto how she should revitalize her
career. Now she has not only succeeded on television,
she recently signed on to play a kev part in a major new
motion picture—and she’s telling evervone that, with
Joyce Jillson at her side, the sky’s the limit!

THE POWER OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE

This celebrity is like many Americans: she needed

opaganda battle over probe

“They join Scientology and buy an
apartment through a company con-
trolled by Scientologists for about
$135,000. This is not the kind of
apartment they can afford. but with
the help of the Scientologists, they
get a bank loan for that amount.

“But only $100,000 is for the apart-
ment. The other $35.000 goes 1o
Scientology.

“After a while, they can’t make
their payments. The bank starts
pressing but they don’t have the mon-
ey. They're stuck. Scientology has its
$35,000 but they’re stuck. It’s an impos-
sible situation but it happens all the
time here. Eventually many of them
come to me, usually frightened and
desperate, no money, 1o more jobs, no
insurance or Social Security.”

But the Scientologists huve heen
LN A
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Science-fiction writer L. Ron Hub-
bard founded Scientology in 1954.

stepping up their attacks against
Germany and its boycott.

In the sect's full-page ad. they com-
pare the movie boycotts o the Nazi
book burnings of the 1930s.

“In the Germany of the 1930s. Hit-
ler made religious intolerance offi-
cial government policy.” said the
$56,000 ad. which was paid for by
Bert Fields, a lawyer for Cruise. Tra-
volta and other Scientologists.

Helmet Kohl, the German leader,
called the open letter trom lolly-
wood “rubbish” and wouldn't dignify
it with a reply.

“The people who signed this know
nothing about Germany and don’t
want to know,” Koh! says.

“Otherwise they wouldn't be ped-
dling such a thing.”

Unlike America, Germany does not
recognize Scientology as a religion.
And the government keeps a close
eye on its activities. Even in the U.S,,
Scientology fought a long battle to
win recognition as a church. It was
only in 1993 that the IRS finally
agreed to give it tax-exempt status.

Ursula Caberta, who heads a gov-
ernment department set up to pro-
tect people in Germany from falling
for the ideas of Scientology, says:
“These people are a danger to socie-
ty. It's an extremist movement. A
bunch of subversives.”

Subversives? Tom Cruise, John
Travolta, Kirstie Alley?

# Psychics have helped reunite long-lost relatives and friends who
have searched for one another for years. A psychic in Minnesota
helped reunite more than 500 people—including identical twins
separated at birth who didn‘t even know the other existed!

a friend and counselor to give her the confidence and
knowledge to reach her potential. That'’s what joyce
Jillson is all about—helping people like you to unleash
their inner power. This is no myth, no hocus-pocus
act—it’s a technique that has been proven time and
again. People from all walks of life and professions are
learning that psychic energy is an important tool for
succeeding in today’s high-pressure environment.
& Police departments across the country have been
turning to psychics to uncover key leads in what were
once thought to be unsolvable crimes. One heroic psy-
chic in New York actually helped catch a murderer
before he struck again!
« Leaders of industry and government value insights
that psychics can provide when they are faced with
crucial decisions. One Florida executive received
advice from a psychic that helped him save his
company from bankruptcy and make millions!

Sponsored by Abracadata * P O. Box 56403, LA. CA 91413-5931 ¢ 818/981-0117 » By using This S8nvice. you agree 10 Noki Abracadata ang CSl harmiess.

Hundreds of success stories like these flood Joyce fillson’s
headquarters daily. People from across the country have turned to
her psychic counselors to give them advice that has CHANGED
THEIR LIVES. Discover the power of the psychic forces—start a
relationship with one of Joyce Jillson’s psychic counselors today!

1:900-786-782

$2.99 per minute « Must be 18 years or older ¢ 24 hours
For your daily recorded astrological forecast, call 1-900-740-2787, $.99 per minute
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SUMMARY: The Church of Scientology sues

Scientology suit seeks access to records

the Pinellas-Pasco County Medical Examiner to
open records in a death investigation.

By GEORGE CORYELL
of The Tampa Tribune

CIfEARWATER — The Church of Sciento-
logy ﬁled. suit against the Pinellas-Pasco Medi-
cal Examiner Tuesday in an attempt to get ac-
cess to records of a Scientologist whose death
is being investigated. '

The suit states that because Medical Exam-
. e eyt S———————
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iner Joan Wood made comments to the press
last week about the death of 36-year-old Lisa
Mtherson, all the records from the death in-
vestigation should be available to the church.

“We want access to the entire medica] ex-
aminer’s file so our own experts can examine
it,” said church attorney Sandy Weinberg.

The suit said that Wood's comments were a
selective release of informatior that amounted

10 a smear campaign against the church. The

church filed suit after requests for the records
were denied because the investigation .is ongo-
ing. ' S

(-27-55

The church is asking for records of 1
topsy, all documents relating to media c.
nication about the death and all report:
the investigating agencies, including the
water police, the state Department of L:
forcement and the State Attorney’s Offic

Wood's attorney said Tuesday that b
ent’s comments do not overrule the exem
in the public records law, which keep re
from an open investigation private until t
vestigation is finished.

See CHUR.CH, Pag:

cHurcH, Scientology suit
seeks access to records

< From Page 1

“Basically no government official
has the abiiity to amend the law
through their actions,” said attorney
George Rahdert, who is represent-
ing Wood.

In addition to the documents
kept closed until the investigation is
over, the church has requested Mc-
Pherson’s medical records, which
are protected by state law and can
only be released by her relatives,

David Bralow, ap attorney who
is a public records specialist for Hol-
land and Knight and represents The
Tampa Tribune, said what a public
official discloses to the press does
not override the public records law
and its exemptions.

“A public official is entitled to
speak or not speak as much as she
wants,” Bralow said. “Just because
she talks doesn't waive the confi-
dentiality of the public records act.”

Last week Wood told the news
media McPherson had been de-
prived of water for five to 10 days,
if not longer, before she died.
Church members have said she was
under the care of the church then.

* ——

Wood said it was possible Mc-
Pherson, who died in December
1995, had nothing to drink through-
out her 17-day stay at the Fort Har-
rison Hotel, the world spiritual
headquarters. for the church. Wood
also said McPherson was comatose
for the last 24 to 48 hours of her
life.

McPherson had been a Sciento-
logist for 18 years. On Nov. 18,
1995, she had a minor car accident.
Paramedics found her walking down
the street without her clothes and
took her to Morton Plant Hospital

37 R
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. for an evaluation. cl

She signed herself out of the
hospital against medical advice and
went with other Scientologists to
the Fort Harrison Hotel. Church
members brought McPherson to a
New Port Richey hospital on Dec. 5,
1995, where she was dead on arriv-
al,

An autopsy by Wood's office
showed McPherson died of a blood
clot brought on by “severe dehydra-
tion and bed rest.”
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m The Church of
Scientology claims the
examiner tarnished its
reputation and demands
the files in the case of a
member who died in
church care.

By THOMAS C. TOBIN
Times Staff Writer -

CLEARWATER — The
Church of Scientology alleged in a
lawsuit Tuesday that Pinellas-Pas-
co Medical Examiner Joan Wood
has poisoned its reputation by
speaking pub-
licly about the
unexplained
death of a
church mem-
ber.

The law-
suit argues
that when
Wood recently
spoke with re-
porters about
the 1995

Medical
inerJ
death of Lisa %3;“;’;2;;;‘:2

McPherson
she waived files are partof a

any right to continuing

keep her re- investigation.
cords on the
case closed.

The suit demands that Wood’s

files — including tissue, organ and
blood samples from McPherson’s
body — be opened so Scientolo-
gy’s medical team can conduct an
“independent analysis."”

Three times in recent days,
Wood has denied Scientology’s re-
quests for confidential records on
McPherson’s autopsy. She said she
won't release them until comple-
tion of “an active criminal inves-
tigation” by the Pinellas-Pasco
State Attorney’'s Office, the Flori-
da Department of Law Enforce-
ment and the Clearwater Police
Department.

29

McPherson, who had been a
Scientology parishioner for 18
years, died in December 1995 af-
ter a 17-day stay in the church’s
downtown Clearwater retreat, the
Fort Harrison Hotel. She had been
healthy when she entered the ho-
tel, i

McPherson, 36, was taken
more than 20 miles from the hotel
to a New Port Richey hospital by
fellow Scientologists. But she was
not breathing and had no heartbeat
when she arrived. She was pro-
nounced dead 21 minutes later.

Piease see CHURCH 7B
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An autopsy by the Pinellas-Pasco
Medical Examiner’s Office found she
clotting brought on by

“bed rest and severe dehydration.”
McPherson, who was 5-feet-9,
weighed 108 pounds when she died.

Later, Wood elaborated on the
findings and interpreted medical ter-
minology for reporters. She said
tests from the autopsy showed
McPherson had deteriorated slowly,
going without fluids for five to 10
days, They also showed she had been
unconscious for up to 48 hours be-
fore her death and probably had been
bitten by cockroaches, Wood said.

Those findings were at odds with
the account of Scientology officials,
who say McPherson was well cared
for at the Fort Harrison and suddenly
fell ill. They say she was conscious
when she was put in a church van for
the trip to the hospital. They believe
the clotting was caused by a severe
staph infection that was detected in a
hospital blood test but not mentioned
in the autopsy report. :

Wood has said her test results

Lisa McPherson
died in 1995
after astay ata
Scientology
retreat in
Clearwater.

show there is no way McPherson
could have died from a staph infec-
tion. -

JANUARY

1997

McPherson’s relatives in her na-
tive Dallas say they believe she was
preparing to sever ties with Scientol-
ogy and was detained at the Fort
Harrison when church members
found out.

Tuesday, they disclosed that they
have hired Tampa lawyer Ken Dan-
dar to represent them in the case.
Dell Liebreich, an aunt of
McPherson's, said Dandar ap-
proached the family.

The Scientology lawsuit, filed in
Pinellas-Pasco Circuit Court, says
Wood’s comments to reporters con-
tradict and “go well beyond” the
autopsy report released earlier by
her office. It says her statements
help “create the false perception that
the Church of Scientology was some-
how responsible for the tragic death
of one of its parishioners.”

Church lawyer Sandy Weinberg
of Tampa said Wood now should
open all records on the case “so we
can begin the process of defending
ourselves.”

But Wood’s attorney, George

. Rahdert of St. Petersburg, argued

that Florida law dictates the records
should remain closed until the crimi-
nal investigation is over.
Rahdert’s firm represents the St.
Petersburg Times, often in cases
seeking to open public records. He
-acknowledged that representing
Wood to keep public records closed is
a departure for the firm, but he
added: “We recognize the boundaries
of the law, in particular in a case
where there is a serious  criminal

investigation.”

Rahdert said Scientology’s allega-
tions against Wood were “astonish-

ing. .

- “It's simply attacking the mes-
senger for the message,” he said. “It
appears if they don’t like what
they’re hearing about a medical/sci-
entific investigation, it’s automatical-
ly a amear job, and they couldn’t be

any more wrong than they are.”
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SECTION 6

Stayin
Home fo%
School

BY BILL

'6ATE 25 1. June 17 marks the 25th anniversary of the Watergate break-in, but the
commemorative fun starts Friday. The American Bar Association has assembled the ultimate all-star
panel — including Bob Woodward and John Dean — for a rehash in Boca Raton, Fla. 2. Not
included: John Ehrlichman, a Watergate revisionist who now says it’s “likely”” that Dean instigated the
break-in. 3. This theory is central to “Silent Coup,” 2 1991 book (by Len Colodny and Robert Gettlin)
that provoked a libel suit, still-unresolved, from Dean. 4. Dean’s alleged motive for the burglary?
To expose a Democrat-run escort service. 5. Whatever their take, many revisionists agree that the Boca |
Raton panelists represent an outmoded orthodoxy. “Frankly,” says Jim Hougan, whose book :
“Secret Agenda” claims Watergate was a C.I.A. operation, “it sounds like a bore.”

PSYCHOLOGY

SUNDAY

Very Preventive Medicine

11, Are your actions considered unpredictable by others?
12. Do you often sing or whistle just for the fun of it?
13, Do you getoccasional twitches of your muscles when there is no logical reasoa for it?

he dangers of being

I a doctor who per-
forms abortions are

well known, but according
to a 1993 report by the
American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation’s Task Force on
Clinician Safety, cosmetic
surgeons face plenty of risks
themselves. Since 1993, four
have been killed by men who
didn’t like their nose jobs.
Now, in an effort that
may or may not catch on,
some plastic surgeons are
trying to protect them-
selves by using patient

screening ' tests that tell -

them, essentially: Will you
hate me when the bandages
come off? For $45, Sur-
geon’s Insight, a company
in Redondo Beach, Calif,,
sells and evaluates the Ox-
ford Capacity Analysis, a
200-question gauge of 10
key personality traits de-
veloped by none other

14, Dhol?g;ey,uyming"mgloﬁmmywevendmgh you are aware of some things
¢ :

than L. Ron Hubbard, the
late founder of the Church
of Scientology. The anal-
ysis rates clients’ potential
explosiveness with probing
queries like, “When hunt-
ing or fishing, do you feel
concern for the pain you in-
flict on game, live bait or
fish?” The answers are used
to plot patients on a Trou-
ble Index (“Level 3: Person-

ality enturbulates staff”)

‘geon
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and a Threat Index (“Level
5: Extremely dangerous™).
Dr. Edward Terino, a
Los Angeles plastic sur-
and Scientologist
who helped adapt Hub-
bard’s questions, became a
believer a few years back
after he was threatened
with a beating by the hus-
band of a miffed nose-job
patient. The test, says
Robert Rich of Surgeon’s
Insight, is “diabolically ac-
curate,” but owing to his
“poor marketing abilities”
he has sold only two sub-
scriptions. Could that be
because doctors know pa-
tients wouldn’t like it?
“Some patients do get
threatened,” says Terino.

“Their insecurities come:

out. But what the heck —
surgery is not a game.”

QUESTIONS FOR:
Eric Bogosian

Eric Bogosian’s movie
“Suburbia” opens Friday:

Q: A friend is thinking of
moving from the city to the
suburbs. As someone who

- RETURN ENGAGEMENT Sometimes you can't keep a
> good transvestite play down. Three years ago, “In Be-
tweens” — a drama by Bryan Goluboff about a lowlife co-
dependency triangle involving an ex-con, his cross-dressing
brother and a drifter - was scheduled for a big Off-Broadway
opening with name stars (John Heard, Bruno Kirby). The
. money people didn't like what they saw — “It was miscast,”
- Goluboff says — so they pulled out at the 1ith hour, taking a
 $400,000 loss. Enter Dante Albertie of the Belmont Italian

American Playhouse (situated above a Bronx supermarket), who mounted a production with un-
known actors and scored a hit. The run proved so successful, in fact, that the producers have rein-
vested and moved the play downtown — with the Bronx cast. It opens Tuesday at the Cherry Lane.

‘“IN BETWEENS': BEOWULF BORITT. BOGOSIAN: SETH KUSHNER FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES.

grew up in the
and came to th
what do you sa
that?
A: What do yo
you’re going td
How do think
going to spend
time? How oft
you think you’
actually be out
the car when y
outside of the )
Do you think y
ever walk again
walk way more in th
than you ever will -
no wonder heart dis
on such arise. The o
time you’ll interact v
other people is at th
supermarket. You w
have any other hum
relationships. Peopld
live in the suburbs th
city is a dangerous p
but the city 1s full of]
established values ab
community that dor
in the suburbs.
Q: But it’s for the ki
A:That’s fine — un
kids are, like, up to §
old. But then they’ll
restless and bored, a
can be very dangero
especially when
automobiles are inve
Q:S0...?
A:Don’tdoit!




