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VIP Treatment
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Mmes Celebrrty Patrons "
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Staff Reporter 8f Tite WALL S'mmz'r JOURNA}
LOS: ANGELES - As Elie Samaha, navi-

gates through his packed Hollywood cluh,

the Sunset Room, he takes careful note of

tele: privite entrances, VIP rooms, en-
there are the extras: throngs of gorgeous
tank tops, who tonight make up about two-

thirds 6f a group of 1,100 that also include
stars such as Kevin Costner.

smile. After two decades in the club busj:

appeal to a stellar
iadds, "] give | them what they want.” .

SAH -ma-ha) is applymg some of his mght
club gimmicks to the " L
movie business and’
making .an unlikely
run for. glory by ex-i
ploiting a big shift in’
Hollywood. Battered,
by. the ‘high risks of
film pl}voduction, the?
major, it

studios " hav
lost much of their ap-
petite for financing
the movies that are;
their | lifeblood. ~As
studios ; increasingly 3

evolvé into distribu-"" " _,
tion and marketing. - M

producérs

|{54 boupcer who went on to owri a Smiall em-

r’I,;‘ vr"

mercial real estate inL.A.

cently Mr. Samaha Was still better known

0movie§ ‘20 Dates,” he allowed his profane
‘tirade!
used it the film, resulting in a satirical por-

You ere a Frlm Dea[

fui ByBRUCEORWALL R b

the amenities he offers a celebrity clien- . _
closed’ ‘cabanas on the patio. ‘And then

women in tight pants and tummy-baring

“There’s : some candy here’ tonight ' :
baby,” Mr. Samaha says with a satisfied - -

ness, Mr. Samaha knows that perks and a |
<hip crowd are just elaborate gimmicks to . -
glest list. *“But,” he -~

These days, Mr. Saihaha (pronounced -

machines, Hollywood’s door is mote open .
‘than ever for outsiders, flush with foreign -
finanéing; to tush in gnd take their shot a}ﬁ -

ipire of nightclubs, dry cledners and com- :

Hé 19 How;five yeaj ﬁﬂ dorest
it tntil re-

" Few are making inore of th s opportu— a
-nity than Mr. Samaha.. /A" 43-year-old .-
‘Lebarnese immigrant, he is 4 former;Studio |

for his marriage to Wayne s World” ac- -
tress 'Ia Carrere than for the low-budget = |
films “he produced. .In .one of his own =

at Hthe directdr to be recorded and : r

trait that matched how Hollywood actually - g
‘1 saw him—as a loud. small-time hack. :

o

4

' hat fmage 1§, il transjtion;| Hils ir-
¢ Has' ended in divntce £

ehse flims statring Sylvester! Stallone;
VWesiey Snipes, Mr. Costriét arid othbirs— -
1y bf whom have patronize J\is popular
ikhitshots. Franchisé Pictired in' ich,
)3 Salﬁaha is majority frgrtnér‘ with An-
diely S evens and Getard uez Is alsb be-
hifid the recent Bruce Will it The
A ,t;xdlé Nidt€ Yards," 4 sut‘pri'e%lt ht re-
) ntly topped the box offie &
LA, ih his chibs; Mr, ves the
st fohat tey want, 114
séﬂpts that actors have been ut}dble to get
g stlidips .t make; then-puts theny, into
uqtibn a8 s, bypa_ss ng
H,endmgreertes T
xplains Ciiba Goodiné Jf
ward‘winning actar;

. thié Aéad-
‘i’r‘lid poes to

vesF er Stallotie and sﬁmller enter din-
ér% like myself=and sdys; ‘What's \Yout -

pr ject?‘ Then he ‘says? ‘OK. let 5 O%d
{r" Mr. ‘Saraha b;odue

e
}-‘u\
Wz;w

i’ch rah on cable TV betorp video dlstril
oni

imahia’s Franchise Prctures wi a‘( n re- ‘

entértainers: like | Briica Willis,,

ahd. gi
tﬂetimes buys

XbensiVé‘, ‘
i

1999 film; ‘A" Muidet” or Crow§ W

£ The trade- off Big stars usuauy have to -

; Hhelr tees by half or moré; acceptlhé jhe o

aq proﬂt-participa!}ion fhat ini some

ﬂ{'es reachies an enortious 40%, fter costs'
hi¥é been recouped. And they isually have,
tq shoot the films iri ' Motitreal or Vancog
vot, where Mr. Samaha wotks aliiost é

¢l 'ﬁlvaly toslash budgets and collect ana-r

d’ht ",‘; ;xi ik

i { tegy

ﬂay from its biggest test yet ghe May 12
ease of. 4 “'sciencé-fictlon ° pic called

‘Ba t?freldEarth ” Tge filjhis the pet pro-

gt failed ade for;a dozen .
_r,s,:;rScrllpt problems and d 1 projected $100
d dffied, but

| moVie executlves
féctor was the film’s soutce materiala
£1982 . novel by L.
founder; of the cotitrovefsial Church bf Sci-.
efitology, which counts Mr “Trdy olta as g
loggtime member :

fgn of 4ty Hubbard scienté-ficl ion work
achfévement Mr, Travbltdisays “lrké

3u§t“r¢é‘e‘|{s '
8 Uperstar .

l’i light . ahother
Ron Hubbal‘] laté :
of.

"‘Battlefield" i5 the. frrsi Soreeti ‘adapta-‘ '

tlng Tennessee Willlams's- flrst Wbiks ‘
“the Screen. It's 4 blg deal.” My, -

S maha, he adds, was 'sthart ¥ trust the -

atffst !
it Many. though”r olherwl i -
thought 1 was erazy or et i ﬂy retatded”’
foi*g ackling the project, M ?Sam thd sys; -
gh the film has not(ﬂng todo. wrth Sl

en logy, some feared the ‘Hubbard ‘con: !

veiyone .

v

néction could pt;ivoke i bdcklash afid intike

thei film difficu
Gérnariy afid France, .where Stie nt:o
ha§ corkie andet goverriment aftack: v

Mr Trdvolta, Mr: Samahd reclls, wam33
ﬁt» ‘lots of people re golng to cpme 14
' lem%c Yrunio Pa(}eA/() Colu;rjrt ;;‘

to'sell in places sucr as .
0gy |

/
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you and try and persuade you and be nega
tive about jt.”

Franchise got it made by usmg | for
mula usually reserved for tiny independent -
films. Imperial Bank in Los Angeles pro-
vided loans to pay the production costs,
which were slashed to a planned $50 mil-
lion, but about 80% of that was to be oV
ered by the presale of foreign distributiof -
rights. For “Battlefield Earth,” that has
created a notable irony: The biggest single
financler, besides Franchise itself, is a
German public company called Intertain-
ment AG. :

Franchise also has a so-called rent -a-

Holl

He migrated {0 L.A. in 1082, ‘and after
teading an article listing ‘'the five most
successful Businesses to be in,"” he opened
his first dry-cleaning store it West Holly-
wood. _Showing hif skill for hype he

" dubbed the place Celebrity’ | ledners and

- system deal that allows it to distribute '
films, for a fee, throughamajor studio—in
this case, Time Warner Inc.’s Warner i

Bros. Reflecting the mood of major studios |
today, Warner Bros. President Alan Horn
says the studio’s risk on. ‘‘Battlefield
Earth” is “‘essentially zero,” and adds:
* "My feeling is that if he puts up the money
. for the movies, we’ll distribute them.”.
. Some in Hollywood - believe 'Mr.
Samaha’s cheap-and-dirty approach to
- production can result only in. medincre
films—and unlike a deep pocketed studio, -
Franchise can scarcely afford many -
money-losing bombs. Its upside is also |
somewhat limited, given the high percent-

i stars and distributors. Yet since ‘most of ‘i
thé money for Mr. Samaha’s films is gen: !

*erally raised from overéeas souirces, his

¢ .plan cai work as long as the production.”

i budgets don’t go wildly off-course 3
- The Gamble il : R

"+ §ome of the women

“,

©'in1992. Despite théir friendsh

;1: But the $50 miltion budget for “Baltle- -

© field Earth’ has crept past $70 million, and - i
if the film doesn't play overseas, foreign fi- ',

I nanciers could balk at future work with |

» Franchise, ‘His gamble could cost him in .
;- other ways, too: If his run of star- vehicle
. movies this yeat doesn’t produce hits, or-
" results in big losses for his backers, the in-"

i ,dustry will return to ignoring him, y ?

;“‘ Mr. Samaha is open, if: a bit rueful,
. about his days as a Hollywood nobody
: i““The ‘happiest day of my life,”” he says,
© cdame last summer, when Warner Bros:
i Chairmen ‘and Co-Chief Executives Bob:
i Daly -and ‘Tefry Seimel left the studio.’
r !"“They didn’'t know who the f—1 was!l’ he
. says. “They were on anhother planet.”"’
i [ Elie Samaha's path to the verge of Holly-
+* 'wood Success began when hie moved to New
i York in his late teens:' A competitive kick:

I : boxer in his youth-—who today bears a pass- | 4
.iing resemblance to his friend Mr. Stallone—

" Mr. Saméaha worked in security at several’
f clubs. “If you're working the rope to the VIP.
““area, you call the shots about who gets. in,”"

he says. That taste for controlling the scene
! led him to begin promoting his own clubs.

i

:l

i

" VIP pass
age of the films’ take that is doled out to: | : P

i Willlam Morris who specializég in packag-’
g
0. jects: “What 1 n déd was t 'm ‘

~ films
: Lwanted to make,*!

it blows'!- as; Mr. Shmaha

rounded up autogtaphed photdk from actor
friends whether they had usgu the busthess
“or not, He §till hold§ a 50% interest in six
dry-cledning stores." [l :
The late 1980s drew him back irito clubs. ,
and with 'a few/'old’ partnég‘gf from New
York, Mr, Samaha dp gned ﬁRoxbur{
Sunset Strip. The ¢k exploded ih
" playgfound for L, A § party 8rowd: "Bbv-
erly Hills 90210" staiJ

wasn’t the only'one: Mr. Samaha sdys
. that, in the mid-19905, the cl
* than $200,000 to Settle a dispute after he -
was accused of assaulting 4 club, patron. :
Mr. Samaha says hé and other
were simply trying td ““restrain’’ the man.
Roxbury, and several other ¢lubs that
followed it, gave Mr. Samaha that he most .-

needed to take a stab at the film industry? .

access to people in the busmess from mi

Mr. Samaha. Ori & recent Friday night dt:

the Sunset Room, Mr. Gooding——nt)dding:

ywood Glor

y |

ot togy

' in the ' fitil- 1%905 after the MGM stullio

Shannél‘l buherty got S Saysi “il"l ﬂéVGl‘ kno

into a ballyhooed iignt there ori& night; She .-
cgib pald more ©
i

?mployees .

“to a’dazzling drray of young“ Wwonen .

hearby
porter l'.':lbout the prostitution rifg you use
' tofinahce your films,” |

VIP Passes A i
' - Rathiet than técoll, Mr. $a ié a ritted
fot’a whilé-on hoW fftuch an- eVei’i Ing with -
miight cost; He latei-ex- *
plained that the women at hté patties re

casting agéncies, Whe

ere the cl

“In.1995, Mr. Shmaha beght g
- his star relationships into smali fovie pro-

 Jects=$2 million to $5 million Hims that he =

made in partnership Wwith other brbductibh, :
/, compahies. A numiber of the flims starred

however, many in’ ollywood
tious of Mr. Samahasnightc
' financing formulds,” When /
first tried to persuadé Bruce !
on for “The: Wholé Nine i

iwere suspl-

ub foots and |
Ir; -Samaha |
jillis to sign

'Yards,”

Samaha says that the actor tuld him: “Lis-
. ten man, I'm doing your moviei Buf people
“don’t think you've
lt "

got the mo;iey to finance

LM Samaha got ia bré Qit ] '
hooked up with Cagsian Elwes, an agent at
ng indepehdent film projects. uﬁter some’
+ modest suctesses; Mr. Elwes Watited to ap- "
 ply indie fitiancin formulas;to b

happen tha o one |

iWes “37’
'His 'first meetittg &‘uh Mr
remembers, “literaily ! alm

§§h
at Mr,;.i.mwé» .
s-oxie in 'tryingt

—joked that he was just téiling ate-

" was Intéttainment

‘ tertaintierit President Barry Bashés &
~actually. rounded; tp, from fiiodeling and .
h ‘ ogy mg

+\Ms. Cartete, whom Mr. Sainaha inarried "~
ips with him, .\

gen:pmh g |

"',self seems unf
Issolo that he will come out all right even

ught ‘the ‘Hilm rights to “Baitlefibld
Eirt ""trom Author 'Sérvices Ine!,'d’ Los
Angeles firm that licEnses all of M
bard’s’ written wor
later;’ hé ﬂro bct was dropped By MGM,
 but pickéd up by New§ Corp.'s 20tH eritry
Fox unitonly to be dibpped agairi in 1998

The Hubbard Connection
Mr. Blwe

. that the Hubbard cot ection plackd extra
“hurdi€§ th. the: film’§ Wdy, Mr. Ttayolta
¥ He adds that, "If it
wete A i8siie secretlto $omeone; it WOt‘lld
not bé politically corréct to voice it. ’;i ‘

By the timti “Battldfteld Earth'c éto
Mt Sdijaha; 1t had thkelt so long'

* Travoltd' had' to shilt' from playihg he

film’s %ti‘qppirg young hero, Jonnie Go
boy T4/ éri to lts alien viliain Terl; Messi‘s
Travoltd and his manager, Jonathan
Krate, iiéid néever héard of Elie Sainaha,
ing the first,phone conversation
promisged. to’ greenligii the projéct; with

nor celebrities to megastars:: Indeed the | plans tuéiash Losts to 320 million. .

stars seem comfortable hanging, qut* thh ing Oggih'ﬂ ﬂgmnciers to pay for mest of the
bt

T}ieii r.. Samaha set to work persuad-

pr b1 tosts. The Scientology question
‘was ras 1 umeroqé times and batted
_down gy %amaha who says he Would
! T ti:what thé movie is about: It's

f the' Apes’ starring Johp. Tta
¢ bither ih or you re?the f—-

dngy %i came to tiié'tab,le
fch buys the hghli

films in European countries

iia ier tha}tl

distribute n-

that, giv f th hé contrdversy over Scientpl-
imb.hy. “at-first sight, ydu would
o 1t:"{ But he sticcumbed to
isistencll:: that “Bdttiefi ld
‘Earth”was Sclentology-free. - {ji
rd g h £isk in usl;i
. penden f&igncing tormulas for filmis
large défﬂg‘v ttlefield Earth,” espéciaf
ihé final financlng biten doesfi't
+last minute. Mr. Travolta
,-even as Mr. Samaha got his

money. together, he imploted Mr: Krj ne to ik

“have & backup plan: 1 said, ‘Jonathan, 1
really don’t want to hiiss this opportunity

.., in time, l,’,iease.ldoxi’t want to start over
~again. i

1 With the production é&sts creeping up-
atd, the stakes are higher for everyone.
rore than $8 million, at:cor
taha. Yet Mr. Samaha hhﬁ(
fazed; e cliims that his ri

o M, Sai

i the fth petforms bnly modestly. in the
u.s. ¢ .attlegi {d Earthy ii(s“goingr to make
iywood ‘take notice® o{) Eiie
he says. "Ignnot going to etfie
iauﬁhingytock Anymord,". :
, diaha i its to see ﬁ
arke 8180 beeti i;a pln
s ovie and night-

‘eacts)ihe hal

ot to ink B § ,
iubiHessds; Whe&ge &nd his pdrtnij{‘g
: Fggée Robmi last year, th

y:

- happen Wheh maybq thgre th top agénts; film exétutlvéy
" hind him:" étg lawy 5 o buya tice
; Near the endo 1 @5 offered ,; M iaba, has thken’
Mr. Samaha a érddk i finén&mg bne of o h the ew. clu to CUs§ ti
& William Morris's biggést and tpost iroubi? y : $s. And before ““Thé
- Some:“orphan projects, Mr.nfia‘i' g N 'bened ,ive put postb?é ‘ﬁ*
' beloved “‘Battlefieid Earth." Mr! “’_l,i‘,gw it athroom at 8 -
+. had been keen to glil;e the proji é,, i ; 4
the mid-1980s, wheh Re first hl%r ;nHlYQe , i veaway, .
| 'toscreenpidy adaptil l)()ns of {1 éi 50 page t-clud diree cieani | :zii -
L. Ron Hubbatd nove, A . And then there's eaven, an u sca g

Mr. Trayolta saysithe filn} haé ‘pothing
t

o do with, Sc1eng>loty and

hose |
early efforts falt d becausé th scripts
weren't that good. T projecf lost momen- -
tum for a time, as di Mr. Travolta's ca-

- reer, but both seemeq to get baek on track -

! ready

+5pa. he plans ohe dayl 19 open on' Siifisiit
" Strip pr ert ' he ownd. Mr. Samahy Is
ggihg that itMll outdo eVe sp#
in Hollywood and help him further secufe
connections with the :right people‘ }" ’

pretty sure they will au bethere L ”

Hub ‘
A couple’ 0 yéhrs‘

bnd othérs say that the Hub-
bard tie:i$. the. main-Feason *'Battlefield” .
., has niévér been madei Asked if he belieyes

¢ nde:

“Mri Travolta has contributed some of his |-
- own money -1




