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THERE COMES a time in
- the history of a community
‘when the talking has to stop
and direct action has to start.
It seems to the Sun such a
time has arrived for Clearwa-
ter, in its relation to the
~ Church of Scientology.

The cult has been here four
years. For a time, the possi-

 bility might have existed that
a form of detente could be
worked out between the Scien-
tologists and the people of

" Clearwater. But the recent re-
lease of thousands of Scien-
tology documents in
Washington,D.C. has put such
a possibility forever behind
us.

These documents have in-
delibly stamped Scientology
as an agency of vengeance
and wrongdoing, of malice
and mischief. :

For years the Sun’s editori-
al position has been that the
cult of Scientology is bad for
Clearwater and should leave
this city.

Now it is time to act. Here
is what we are doing:

“VAS OF today, the Cldar-
water Sun is ceasing all busi-
ness contact with the" Scien-
tology organization. We have
removed our vending ma-
chines from all cult-owned
property, and we hencefdfth
will . refuse--any advertising
irom the Scientologists.

v We are urging all
Clearwater-area businesses tp
cut off trade -with the .Scien-

tology organization. We do
NOT advocate that businesses
refuse to deal with individual
members of the cult nor fail to
honor contractual obligations,
but we do.encourage venders
ant‘tr&desmen to stop suply-.
ing .goods~and services tg fhe
it g8 and prdper-

ty_ IR . the S
vBeginning today' the Sune
will not publish the’rlame and

- address “of any “personwho -

writes 0 us with criticism¥or
adverse ‘comments’ on Scies-
tology. "Létters still must be
signed, Bt we will not re

the writers’ identities, to pro-
~ tect them from harassment b§
the Scientologists.

Some of these measures
are distasteful to us, but the
cult on Fort Harrison has
shown it is more than deserv-
ing of distasteful actions. We
particularly 'are concerned
that we must allow our letter
writers to resort to secrecy,
but the documents in Wash-
ington show that Scien-
~ tologists don‘t want our
-readers to have their sgy.
They have compiled Jn-
telligence~ff€s on those wi

e

~mies to be investigated.
& Normally the Sun requires
proper _identification to ap-
pear with any letter we print

on our editorial pages. How-
ever, we are persuaded that

continuation of this policy will

" serve_pity, ot hostilityenin

prevent the full use of our
pages as a forum on Scien-

tology because some would-be

writers will fear retaliation by
the cult.

. THESE ABOVE steps are
for openers. There will be oth-
ers. it is our passionate belief
that Clearwater must rid itself
of the offices of Scientology.
Action must be taken, not
merely by the Sun, and not on
-a short-term basis. But a start '
has to be made by someone.

The Sun is doing this be-
cause of our conviction that
the following things are true: -

' 1. Scientology is not a re--
ligion, as it claims to be, but
rather la.for-profit group 'thag
uses religion as a guise-to-
capéitaxes-and gep:

2. " Scientologists of béth
hiihaland low rank have, in
behalf of the cult, engage& in
lying, ‘theft, b urglary, bredk-
ing and entering, conspiracy,
and - illegal - harassment- of
private citizens. ,

3. The.presence off Scien-
tology in Clearwater
slitutes 2 clear and pri-

~danger to the continued
prosperity " of the community
and its citizens.

4. Despite the revelationg .
found in’the Washir “?
judications of guilt of con-
spiracy . by Scientology .lead-
ers, not one Iy

E

5. Individual Scientologists

‘have repeatedly and over sev-

Kol .l“b_‘ d- ‘
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Now it's time
for action

eral years'lied about their aé

tivities. *
6. The weight of what has

happened in the past four

years is evidence, too strong

to ignore, that Scientologigts -
will Tesort, to whatever rmads
’ \ v

.,rwlo;ﬂ,...,.. sur-
d_‘prosper, ‘Sun
does not ‘and c: iawe

that"SEfentology wil chm& ange.
Theréfore, it is.a blight upon
Clearwater. \

OUR ACTIONS in connec-
tion wth Scientology are not
taken lightly. '

We are especially con-
cerned that our oppositon to
the cult not be taken as malice-
toward individual members,
These men and women

Clearwater to behave: legally
and i moderation t&%ird

exen &t member.

- But the organization itself
is large, rich and well able to
defend its position. For that
reason we cannot undertake
these actions with a faint
heart or while sounding an
uncertain trumpet. ‘

And we do not.
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- Get Jail Terms

: In Plot on Files

Leaders Fined $10,000 in

t

. Data Theft Conspiracy

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 (AP) ~ Five
_leaders of the Church of Scientology were

‘ sentenced to jail today for directing a
conspiracy to steal Government docu-
ments about the church.

Four of the church members were or-
dered to jail immediately by Federal Dis-
trict Judge Charles R. Richey. They were
sentenced to terms of four years and were
fined $10,000 each. .

Mary Sue Hubbard, the fifth leader

" whois the wife of the church’s founder, L..

Ron Hubbard, was sentenced to five
years in jail and was fined $10,000. How-
ever, her sentence could be reduced in
three months after prison officials inter-
view her and make a recommendation on
" her length of sentence.

Mrs. Hubbard was also granted 10 days
of freedom. During that time, she can
petition the United States Court of Ap-

peals to grant her bail pending an appeal |/

of her conviction. :

Judge Richey turned down pleas from
the first five to do community service
work and thus avoid or reduce their jail
terms. Raymond Banoun, Assistant
United States Attorney, reacted with ap-

t anger to the pleas, noting that
equipment, lock-pickln% equip-

ment and a blackjack had been found in
the office of one defendant, Gregory Wil

‘What Is the Example?®

“What is the example that Mr. Willard-
son can set for young people he wants to
help?'’ Mr. Banoun asked.

Judge Richey said that prison was nec-
essary so others would be deterred from
committing similar crimes.

“One must understand the courts have
‘a responsibility to consider the interest of
society and the system of - justice in the
United States of America,’ hesald.

In addition to Mr, Willardson and Mrs.
Hubbard, Judge Richey sentenced Hen-
ning Heldt, Duke Snider and Richard
Weigand. Tomorrow, he will sentence
Mitchell Hermann, Cindy Raymond, Ger-
ald Bennett Wolfe and Sharon Thomas.

Eight of the nine defendants were con-
victed by Judge Richey Oct. 26 of conspir-
acy to obstruct justice or conspiracy to
illegally obtain Government documents.
The crimes carry a maximum five-year
jail term and a $10,000 fine. The ninth de-
fendant was convicted of a misdemeanor
theft count, which carries a maximum
one year in jail and a $1,000 fine.

Stealing U.S. Documents

The conspiracy included stealing docu-
ments from the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, the Justice Department and the
United States Attorney’s office. As part of
the plot, the Scientologists also bugged an
I.R.S. meeting about the church’s tax-ex-
empt status, planted spies in the Justice
Department and the revenue service and
kidnapped a church member who decided
to help the prosecutors.

Mr. Banoun, in pushing for maximum
sentences for all nine defendants, said the
conspiracies that resulted in the convic-
tions told only part of the story. He said
documents seized from the church
showed that the Scientologists also acted
to discredit individuals and organizations
who fought the church.

- %It wasn't only the Government they

went after,”” he said. It was anyone that
was critical of them. The Government
acted with restraint. There could have
been many more defendants.” o

Mrs. Hubbard and Mr. Heldt said they
were sorry for the crimes they commit-
ted. Mr. Heldt, however, said he was
motivated by the effort of Government
agencies that were ''trying to destroy”
the church. :

The church, which says it can improve

"the lives of its members through counsel-

ing, has been in a running battle for years
with the L.R.S. over its tax-exempt
status. The matter has not been finaily
resolved. .
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I . ‘Scientology infiltration -

Commission pPlans action ' ofcleawatorsun .

- By CRAIG ROBERTON..

- m - .ﬂ — ...ﬂ - StPutershurg Times Statt Weher
mmm—:m” ! n-m: ° cm-m m , - 855.2932!?5@3!&&§a.a&w3°
: N " : . Beanru-@o:runrﬁnro».m&ousginu&uumm&ﬁ
By DEBORAHBLUM mr_.ooo.._oomuﬁ.d& hvo_hn Bm.m.nunn.w of . the buyer of the Fort Harrison Hotery Clearwater, the
‘ f AL . i
Closrwater Times Staff Writer : Federal judge senten- | - ! FuBbrnuno nou:n .“.“:_ N e city's : &EEE&SE&EK the Q«a.ﬁsng. Sun, ac-
. h eroding ¢ . 8@:«8%5&&8:5393_«-8& Friday.
. CLEARWATER — Clearwater ces wife of Church of Clearwater has in the past ' wocThe documents show that the church had at least one
mq_.sssﬁ.nuﬁ.i ..MM....ES - | Scientology founder approved .E_._._.se.. %.__m.u for b © “FSM” (infiltrator) working at the Sun, gaining detailed
8 Oﬂb—g citizens govern- . congressiona. Investigation an . % ] ) i H i
ment — not the controversial Church, - | 0,8 maximum of five knowledge of Scientology-related discussions 1 the Sun

- repeatedly offered the county offi- : d well a3 intimate inf, ti th -

of Scientology — is running the city. | years. Story, 1-A. Clals aid in their tax battles with the | &t percors oo employeen. - "ormation on the person
In the wake of current outrage . ’ anmF . s . One document, dated March 31, 1976 and labeled
aver reports that the Scientologists Pinellas County tax officials have | “very sensitive” by its author, gave a detailed account of

_ have been trying to “control Clearws- - Washington to acquire all Scientolo-  been battling the church in court | one work day inside the Sun.

ter,” the commissioners r. epeated oy documents relative to Clearwater  since 1976 over its refusal to pay tax- . )

earlier calls for a federal investiga-  in church files fecently released bya es. The county has refused the ; IT TOLD of a visit by WSUN-Radio newscaster Lar-

tion of the organization. - -* federal court. The documents were  church a religious exemption becausd , Ty Crews to the néwsroom and of his verbal support for

They also approved a resolution  ;o4e public after.nine Scientolpgists Scientologists will not opentheir fin- ° the Sun'’s articles on the Scientologists,

to let Pinellas County officials know pleaded guilty to conspiracy to steal  ancial records, . . ’ . It told of a visit by Toronto Globe reporter John Mar-
- that Clearwater is willing to join in * from the federal government and County Tax Appraiser Ron shall, of several drinks Marshall and Sun reporter Mark
-any legal action to make th obstruct justice. . Schulty appeared before the commis- | Sableman had together that day and of Marshall’s
/= ¥ To send to county and state sion Thursday morning, saying he warnings to Sableman about Scientology, “because they
officiala a proposed bill to limit strict- * will fight “any attempt to use my will stop at nothing.” - . S L
ly all religious tax exemptions draft-  office as a vendetta against any - The Signature on the document is unintelligible but is
ed by City Attorney Tom Bustin.  group.” - Y labeled “Collections Officer — Flag.”(Flag is the code for

(e commission re ko endorse HE .PWNMU THE 859?#.5- : Eo.—ﬂmnmloh.»“.oﬂn_uo maﬂmﬂﬂoﬁonwﬂua%.u movanaon

. ill in Octs veral ! {E co n

water last Saturday drew a crowd of “W“u_.:__s.m.um..ﬂw_”owcﬂﬂoﬁuqm But °% .u.o»..ﬂo E.mo..».am n..:_o nov:“.@ ' whether Sableman should continue covering the
,000. ; - Thursday's endorsement was unanj. Mﬂﬂmﬂ:%smﬂ..whsonoa:_wos ® " Scientology story for the paper, or whether reporter Steve
TENNEY ADDED that. he ~ Wous. To instruct Bustin to contact . THe commissioners assured him ~ Advokat should take over.
- visited U.S. House of Representa- th -Fﬂo._u-vo a«_ncu n o con 5i. that they were only offering support "“SABLEMAN statéd that our PRs really looked
tives Speaker Tip O'Neil Thursday Other inetitatians n_sansu Mor  in this lawsuit and any further legal  stupid,” the document sdys, “and he repeated this three
-morning to lobby for an in-depth n.“m__“- natitu .o.._m Snﬂnm on...- Sw- action that might be necessary and  or four times ” .
congressional investigation of the “. things as police and fire protec-  ¢hat they plan to stay strictly within . . The document also described WWQT radio talk show
Scientologists. He said O'Neill, who . To write the Nationa] I8l confines themselves. ~ host Bob Snyder, an outspoken critic of Scientology, as an
is in town for the JCPenney Golf Co oom th. and ask -.o_.o%.nn “Whatever action we take will be “area paycho.” It says Snyder advised Sableman of plans
Classic, seemed very interested. o ..wan-n Wnnu-:.os.- help in pushing s URderthe U.S. Constitution, the Flor- ; ¢ bring Paulette Cooper, who wrote & book critical of the

- Commissioner William Nunama- congressional Feaw:. n:wu of u:_o - ida Constitution and our own city 7| church, as a guest on his radio show. ‘
ker -E.mmzsp Ernwanbgaow ooM? m&%-..ﬂ-oa..ut ¢ mv_“mﬁn.: Wosﬂ-..canﬂ_uﬁ.mg D M * The document even named a group of Sun reporters
ral Jim Smith has agreed to attend a - - er said. “We certainly do no ; ident’
town méeting in. Clearwater to The church began acquiring PrOP-  want to create any mass hysteria. I ho went to see the movie All the President's Men at o

discuss the Scientology situation. 7Y in Clearwater in 1975 and now would never subscribe to that.” ;' _ﬁwﬂhﬁﬂ.ﬁuﬁvﬁmgaaozzo investigative work”

Nunamaker said the meeting will o%he buildings. n__anu%oo:ﬂnnwm «_Nm . Mayor Charles LeCher praised - shoyld be done by the church on the Sun, Snyder and, ap-

. million. Scientolo : . . e ?
probably be in January. He plans to science fiction G:Nw L. Ron Hub- Tenney for raising the city’s parently, The St. Petersburg Times

In addition, Commissioner
Richard Tenney called for a second
anti-Scientology rally at 3p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 15, in Jack Russell
Stadium. A rally in downtown Clear. |

also invite several members of Flor- : . . . consciousness concerning the . :
A el T
. - In addition, the commission vot-~ 0 &N g hostilities.. . that “what we need now is period of | Tampa Tribune to show the Sun and Times what report- .
T ed: SINCE THE organization’s . calm, a time to give the laws a chancs ing is all about,” the document says. “, .. National PR
. L " ¥ To send city staffers to arrival, government officials have to work.” . , could be used to put the Sun in its place in journalistic cir.
! o § i + N ﬁ~8‘v .

.h::&ms_.zonmegoo&mno» be reached for com-
ment Friday night. ;
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Memo tells of
plan to safeguard
‘Red Box’ documents

By CRAIG ROBERTON —
8t Petorsburg Times Statr Writer

labsled “Red Boz."
The materials labeled Red Box usually contain sens;-

tive data — often government documents . marked “Se-

cret.”

On Monduy, reporfen sifting through the documents

came across one, dated March 1877, that defined for them
just what Red Box data is, :

;. RED BOX I8 “proof that « Scnist (Scientologist) is
involved in criminal activities,” said “Judy” in g memo to
*other church officials, : '

It is also a lot of other things, Judy writel,-amoné.
. them: )
 “Anything illegal that implicates MSH (Mary Sue’

Hubbard) or LRH (Sciontology founder L. Rop Hubbard,
. Mary Sue's husband).”
¥ “Large amounts of nor FOI (Freedom of Informa.
tion) documents.” :

sons.”
¥ "“All operations that contain illegal activitie_o."
¥ “Evidence of incriminating activities.” . L.
¥ “Names and details of confidentia} financial gc.
‘counts.” T

date documents under the Red Box label be shredded. In
‘the event of a raid, Judy continues, “this data will be
picked up and carried out of the building by ‘owner’ im-
mediately . . .

centrally located, together and in 5 moveable container
(ideally a briefcase), locked and marked,” Judy wrote.

THREE MONTHS later, in July 1877, the FBI rajd-.
ed church headquarters in Los Angeles and Washington

raids in their desire for security, They were also worried
about thefts of church documents. -
A detailed May 1974 momonndum' signed by Mo

methods of thieves.

“From time to time,” Budlong wrote, “files, policies,

technical materialy and documenta vital.to the church
have been stolen from organizations ., - It is important
that for the purposes of security we recognize the differ-
ence between a nut and a professional,

“Therefore,” he continues, “[ am giving a description
of how the professiona] operates in stealing materials by
infiltration or by straight breaking, entering and theft "

‘Budlong then describes how a professional thief
“‘cases” hig prey; how he insures security of the operation,

¥ “Operations against any gdvemment group or per- '

:| Papers carrying Berry's World and urge them to drop

Cartoon prompted

| “Op Funny Bone’

By CHARLES STAFFORD
8. Petersdurg Times Ws on Corre

ing waist deep in money while talking to a more mod-
ishly dressed fallow. : -

The vested man said: “I WAS into est, Primal
Therapy, Yoga, Scientology, Hare Krishna, Transcen-
dental Meditation, NOW I'm into moneyl!”

That 1977 cartoon did not play well at headquar-
ters of the Church of Scientology. '

Among church documents released by a‘federal
court in Washington Monday was a letter that Greg,
writing for Dick, sent to Sandy, Brian, Donna and*
Gary. = , .

“ATTACHED,” he said, " Op (operation)
Funny Bone. It was done off of a recent LRH order to
myself, 50 neediess to say I want the actions done
fast.” :

tons of persons that are Ing pressed, eg: A joke on
Poles, a joke on Catholics, a joke on Jews, a joke on any
ethnic groups, Make a list of this person types or
ethhice.” '

" Then church members were.to write leaders of
these sthnic groups suggesting they complain to news-

it.

ANOTHER DOCUMENT shows that a church
member did contact the Newspaper Enterprise Associ-
ation — the syndicate that circulates Berry’s World —.
in May 1977 to find out what he could about Berry.
There is no indication whether the scheme went any

her, - .

‘A Washington spokesman for the church said Mon-
day he was sure Hubbard did not order the operation
and that “it was a local invention,”

“It is in violation of the creed of the Church of
Scientology, which Mr. Hubbard wrote,” he said. “One
of the points of the creed is to work for freedom LfJ

speech f.lu:ouxhout the world.”

ST

of 'f.ho operatives and of the organization; how h!; invents "
A cover story and chooses hig tools and equipment; and
how he secures the gtolen materials at 5 later date; -

Nancy‘Reitze, a spokeswoman for the Church of
Scientology in Clearwater, said, “In .the red box', there

tion into constitutional violations perpetrated on Amer;.
cans by government agencies who long ago forgot what
the foundations of this country were all about.”
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Files: Church got access
to grand jury testimony

By CRAIG ROBERTON
8t. Petersburg Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Church of Scientology operatives
have successfully gained access to secret grand jury testi-
mony by posing as legal stenographers and infiltrating
companies that transcribe such testimony, church docu-
ments released Monday reveal. - ,

Church officials also considered a plan devised in De-
cember 1975 to infiltrate the tri-city communications cen-

* ter operated by the Clearwater, Largo and Dunedin police
. departments. ' e

. A February 4, 1977 letter from the church’s Deputy
Guardian Information U.S. to Deputy Guardisn U.S.

- pher to'infijtrate a New York court reporting company
and’ obtain. grand jury testimony in a New York. case
- involving the Hare Krishna sect. [ d

THE DAY BEFORE; on Feb. 3, Heldt had ordered
" Dick Wiegand, Deputy Guardian Information us,, to-

“find out what the scene is regarding access to this materi-
al through legal or other means” and to “get.the (Grand
Jury) minutes.” : .

" The unsigned response from Deputy Guardian Infor-

mation U.S, says that the grand jury testimony “is sealed

and not public data. . . Legal means then from a B1 view-
point is largely out. However, we have had some success

(limited) in the past with getting this type of data.
through the steno service which transctibes the tegtimo- .

ny.” . :
The letter-writer proposes three measures: .

¥ A ‘church official “checks out the steno company o

that would have handled the Grand Jury and do thg
" prelim work needed to make an approach. And to see
what other ways can be come up with to get the minutes.”
"- ¥ “This is followed up with a telex to all orgs to lo-
cate and (sic) stenographer on our lines we could send to
NY to go to work for this company.” ~ - - i
# Meanwhile, church attorneys would attempt to get

the data by other means; - :
Heldt wrote that-the grand jury minutes were neces-
“to ensure a win on the New York case against Hare

ri leaders for Mind Control.” He did not indicate

further the church’s interest in the case.

The documents do not indicate whether the plan was
carried out in the New York case, but it does reveal that
similar plans had been carried out, with at least partial
success, in the past. ' ) :

DOCUMENTS relating to the new tri-city communi-
cations center serving Clearwater, Largo and Dunedin
likewise do not reveal whether a proposal to infiltrate
that center was ever carried out. - :

But on Dec. 17, 1975, a church official identified only

as “Jimmy” proposed in a letter to other church officials .

that the time was ripe for placing a plant at, the center.
In a document marked “A Priority,” Jimmy noted

- that the new police communications network would evén- '

tually utilize only civilian dispatchers rather than
uniformed communications personnel. . i
“At present,” Jimmy wrote, “it’s about half and half,
The civilians by my observation are all lovely young
ladies — 100 percent foxes.” .

~_ing up

“I THINK this would be an excellent opportunity for
us,” Jimmy continued, “and I would like to see us repre-
sented in that communications center.”

Jimmy cautioned, however, that the Clearwater police
department, which apparently handles the hiring for the
center, was “very conscientious about checking person-
nel. They do thorough background checks on all appli-
cants, so care must be taken.” ,

Another problem mentioned by Jimmy was that most
Scientologists in the area are not Clearwater natives, but
newcomers. ,

“It would be nice, of course, if we had a bunch of peo-
ple who had spent all their lives in Clearwater, but we
don’t,” Jimmy wrote. “So this is a problem which will
have to be addressed and worked out. The locals just can't
imagine a youngo briglit. person from somewhere else show- -

work.”

Henning Heldt outlines a plan to use a qualified stenogra- .
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5 Scientology leaders
get prison terms, fines

WASHINGTON — (AP) ‘— Five

Church of Scientology leaders are.

‘heading for prison for conspiring to

. , APPHOTO
MARY SUE HUBBARD: Wife
of-church founder sentenced. -

steal government documents, infil-

-trate federal agencies and kidnap a

church official who decided to help
expose the crimes. -
US. District Judge Charles R. Ri-

" chey sentenced the church leaders to -

either four or five-year prison terms
and fined each $10,000 yesterday. He
said the punishment should be “a

. deterrent to others.”

Four other church leaders and
operatives were scheduled for sen-
tencing today. - )

All the .defendants sentenced
yesterday — including Mary Sue
Rubbard, wife of church founder L.
Ron Hubbard — said they were sorry
for their crimes. One, Henning Heldt,

. said the church leaders were react-

ing to government attempts to “de-

“stroy their religion and make a

mockery of their beliefs.”
Each expression of remorse was

. countered by-an angry denunciation

of church officials by Assistant U.S.

, Attorney Raymond Banoun, who has
5“ worked on the case for 2% years.

t
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~ Five Scientologists

Are Ordered Jailed

.E:\Washington. R | . v
A federal -judge told -a group -of ‘Scientologists
yesterday that their conspiracy to steal government

_ documents reminded him of Watérgate, and he
ordered five of them to jail. L

US. District Judge Charles Richey sentenced

:Mary Sue Hubbard, wife of church founder L. Ron

Hubbard, to the maximum five years in prison and a

$10,000 fine. SR . ;

.~ He gave four-year prison terms and $10,000 fines

- to the Revs. Henning Heldt and Duke Snider and two

other leading Scientologists, Gregory Willardson and -

" Richard Weigand, for what he called “heinous”
- crimes. Four other are to be sentenced. L

. “The crime you have been convicted of is very
- much similar to the Watergate crimes,” Richey told
Mrs. Hubbard, an alleged ringleader in the covert
‘spying and dirty tricks effort against those deemed to
be Church of Scientology enemies. He rejected
“defense arguments that church leaders only broke the
law to combat a broad campaign of government
‘harassment. , L .

: Richey said he may reduce the jail term of Mrs.

- ‘Hubbard, a 48-year-old mother of three, in the next

three months, after studying medical problems she
outlined in a letter to him.

. . United Press




-9 Scientologists
sent to prison

by federal judge

WASHINGTON (AP) — Five
Church_of Scientology leaders are
heading for prison for conspiring to
steal government documents,
infiltrate federal agencies and

kidnap a church official who decided -

to help expose the crimes.

U.S. District Judge Charles R.
Richey sentenced the church leaders
to either four or five-year prison
terms and fined each $10,000
Thursday. He said the punishment
should be “a deterrent to others.”

Four other church leaders and
operatives were scheduled for
sentencing today.

All were named in a 28-count
indictment that was trimmed to a

single count against each defendant

under a plea agreement.

All the defendants sentenced
Thursday — including Mary Sue
Hubbard, wife of church founder L.
Ron Hubbard — said they were sorry
for their crimes. One, Henning Heldt,
said the church leaders were
reacting to government attempts to
“destroy their religion and make a
mockery of their beliefs.”

Each expression of remorse was
countered by an angry denunciation
of church officials by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Raymond Banoun, who has
worked on the case for 214 years.
~ When a defendant asked for a
reduced jail term and the opportuni-
ty to do community service work
instead, Banoun noted that a
blackjack, lock-picking equipment
and bugging devices were found in
the Scientologists’ office.

“What is the example that Mr.
(Gregory) Willardson can set for
young people he wants to help?” the
prosecutor asked.

Banoun told Richey the Scien-
tologists’ crimes went further than
the conspiracy against the govern-
ment and the temporary kidnapping
of Michael Meisner, who became the
government’s chief witness.

“It was not only.the government
they were after. It was anyone that
was critical of them,” Banoun said.

The conspiracy included stealing
documents from the Internal
Revenue Service, the Justice
Department and the U.S. attorney’s
office; bugging an IRS meeting about
the church’s tax-exempt status and
planting spies at the IRS and the
‘Justice Department. :

Church documents released by
the court show that Scientology
<leaders also plotted to infiltrate law
firms, newspapers and medical
organizations that were critical of the
church.

Mary Sue Hubbard

7 DEC 1979
FLINT, MICHIGAN NEWSPAPER

v

Richey told the defendants who
asked him for public service work
that prison terms were needed in the
“interest of society and justice.” He
told one defendant that “the court is
not fully convinced” of his remorse
and said to another: “You're too
intelligent to have not known better.
Your conduct cannot be condoned
and to do otherwise would be to make
a mockery of our system of justice.”

Sentenced to four years in prison
and $10,000 fines were Heldt,
Willardson, Duke Snider and Richard
Weigand. Richey ordered each of
ghem to begin serving their terms
immediately, refusing their requests
for bail pending appeals of the
convictions.

He gave Mrs. Hubbard a five-year
term and a $10,000 fine, but also told
prison officials to interview her and
report back in three months with
their recommendations for length of
sentence. The judge held out the
possibility that the sentence would be

-reduced after the reportis

completed.

Richey also gave Mrs. Hubbard
10 days to ask the U.S. Court of
Appeals to release her on bail while
she appeals her guilty verdict.
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Scientdlogy defendant sentenced

Washington: Mary Sue Hubbard wife of Church of Scientol-
ogy founder L. Ron Hubbard was sentenced to a maximum of
five years in prison Thursday for her rolein a
Dateline conspiracy to steal government documents.
Michigan: U.S. District Judge Charles Richey re-

IChIGan: | s,ced to grant bail pending appeal of the case
Page 9C | and ordered her to report to fail in 10 days.
However, Richey held out the possibility of
;educing the prison term at a later date. She was also fined

10,000. / :

She was the first of nine co-defendants charged with
conspiring to steal government documents about the contro-
versial Scientology movement, ' :
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-4 More Scientologists Ordered to Jail

‘Three Get Terms Up to 5 Years for Roles in Conspiracy Case

~ WASHINGTON (UPI)-—A federal
judge Friday sentenced four more
scientologists to jail for their roles in a
conspiracy to infiltrate federal agen-
cies and steal government documents.

= Three church leaders got 4-year
and 5-year prison terms and $10,000
fines. The fourth, Sharon Thomas,
was sentenced to 6 months in jail and
b-years probation, some of it in com-
munity service, for a theft misdemea-
nor. She was fined $1,000.

--’On Thursday, U.S. District Judge

Charles R. Richey had ordered five
other church leaders to jail, including
the wife of church founder L. Ron
Hubbard. g

Friday, church member Cindy
Raymond pleaded for leniency be-
cause she has a 2-year-old child, but
Richey gave her the maximum sen-
tence, 5 years, saying, “I think she
wants to be a martyr. This court is
not convinced . . . that this defendant
is sincere.” .

Prosecutors said Raymond had

hired an operative to infiltrate the In- |}
ternal Revenue Service.

Gerald Bennett Wolfe, who admit-
ted lying to a grand jury about Scien- }
tology activities, received a maximum |
5-year term and $10,000 fine.

The judge sentenced one-time
scientologist Mitchell Hermann to 4
years in prison. X
" Thomas did not hold a high position
in the church but took a job as a
church plant -in the Justice Depart- }
ment and helped steal files pertaining |
to the church.
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Search Heard

BY ROBERT RAWITCH.

Times Statf Writer

A three-judge panel of the U S. 9th
Circuit Court of Appeals took under

here was illegally conducted.’

-'#An estimated 90,000 pages of doc-
uients were seized by the agents
operating under a court-approved

- s¢arch warrant and much of the data
‘wes used to. obtain. criminal indict-

ments against Scientology’s top lead- -

ers in the United-States and Great
Britain earlier this year.

- #The  defendants, includmg Mary
Sue Hubbard, wife of Scientology .
founder L. Ron Hubbard, are accused -

- oftaking part in a wide-ranging con- |
_apiracy - to steal government - doc- -

-* uments from federal office buildi

“:pany of ‘the documents reporte y? »

are. about the church, while others
* .are said to be on subjects of interest

\m'the church, - . .

. Those - criminal proceedings - in_

fmashxnmn. D.C., however, have es-
. geftially been stayed pending the cir-

cuit court’s determination of whether
- *me search was conducted in a valid, _

~-imanner by the FBI agents.

- Extradition from England of two of.
Scientology’s worldwide leaders, Jane:
. Kember and Mo Budlong, also has;
been s%hmled pendmg the appellat.ex

) ng
+The three-Judge panel—Herbert Y.; l

~hoy, Ben C. Duniway and Gus So-
mMon—gave no clear-cut indication
of How
-when. 8
But whatever their decision, it hke~

ey might rule in the case orj

jty will be appealed to the U.S. Su-¢

pr!me Court by one side or the other. %
o *Attorney Leonard B. Boudin, whoi
%represemed Scientology in Monday )
fhour-long hearing, argued that thet
*segarch should be declared invalid be-

%:S FBI agents read parts of nearly;:
lion documents in determining y

“what they should seize.

““"Pnder a.so-called “catch-all” pro-

vision of the search warrant, agents:
were instructed to seize virtually any.
and all documents that were evidence:
ofacrlme

As' a result, Boudm said, agents:
ad: commumcatlons between the:
f iea e

k¥ (AT

“eonfeuion

" submission Monday arguments by-the """

#+Church of Scientology of California /- :
t a July, 1977, search by 130'FBI
ents of Scientology headquarters .

8 a8 well u‘i‘

; earings,
k held the FBI search'was based on a
I...valid:warrant and conducted in a le-
‘ 'gal manner. It is Lucas ruling that is

on appeal.

+Asst, U.S. Atty.'Raymond Banouh
who is prosecuting the Scientolo

leaders and supervised ‘the 1977 F

search “contended” that:. thrbughol 3

the’ hearmgs before Litcas, Scientolps!

gy failed fo-cite ‘a“single documem”
: %(en inan illegal manner. © - .k

"The- prosecutor characterized - the..
churchs actions ‘a8, “dﬂatory" .afd:

i .d at postpomng a tnal of its lead*"
K : ‘ “h

‘dge Duniway at one pomt said ,‘it,
Bhppens all the time” that agents
dfted with search warrants or ma];»-

‘arrests can take documents of
6 br evxdence that is.in “plain vxew :
5 em .
oudm. however, count.ered that
#h “actions usually happen “inad-
edtently,” but that in the present
agents read every documentiin
dreds of filing cabinets to see\lﬁi
my involved the commission ut .
‘mnes ‘ pEn
“TMBanoun said abOut 200 of the seized
uments would be used in any, trnal, o
“he contended that all the d
“Sients had to be.scanned in order
il ermme what should be seized. - :
&} The prosecutor further conten
"ﬂat for' months the church has J
““pies of all but 100 documents seliéd

m the search. Those 100, Banoun said, .i

ere believed to be stolen from

pvernment offices.and have. Yarigus. -
Hc}assxﬁea”aons l

1979




