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Son of Scienfology‘*
founder believes

Hubbard dead or ill

Petition filed reduesﬁng‘.esfafe frﬁstee'

By DICK LYNEIS
Press-Enterprise Statf Writer
The oldest son of L. Ron Hub-

bard, the founder of the Church of

Scientology, believes his father is
either dead or mentally incompe-
tent, according to a petition filed
in Riverside Superior Court.
The son, Ronald E. DeWolf,
also claims in the court papers
filed Wednesday that officials in

the church have stolen millions of -

dollars, gems and securities ei-
ther from his 71-year-old father
or from Hubbard's estate in the
last 12 months. DeWolf, 48, of
Carson City, Nev., is asking the
court to appoint him as trustee of
his father's affairs to protect the
assets,

DeWolf, a former Scientolo-
gist who now manages an apart-
ment complex in Carson City,
claims the worldwide organiza-
tion is now run by David Misce-
vage, described in the petition as
a *‘22-year-old with a ninth-grade
education.” He alleges Miscevage
and another church official,

James Isaacson, forged Hub- .

" bard's signature to loot the ac-
counts. - - - - o
“I am not attacking LRH (L.

~ Ron Hubbard) in a legal sense."

DeWolf said yesterday in a tele-
phone interview, “‘because no one
has ever been ahle to do that
successfully . . . The only way he
can contest all of this is to show
up physically in court. But I ex-
pect he may have trouble doing
that because I don’t think he is
alive.”

The son said he has not seen
his father since 1959, but DeWolf
said he has kept track of the
inner workings of the secretive
church _“through conversations
with attorneys, friends and a
lnose-knit network of former cult
members. "

DeWolf also left the Church of
Scientology in 1959. He said that
since then his life has been
threatened and he has been sub-
jected to **harassment” by the
church. The harassment prompt-
ed him, in 1972, to change his
name, which had been L. Ron
Hubbard Jr.

Allen Hubbert, president of
the Church of Scientology of Cali-
fornia in Los Angeles, declined to
comment yesterday on DeWolf's
petition. “I really cannot make a
comment until 1 have seen the
documents and have had a

‘i’u ; %
. L. Ron Hubbard

chance to ‘consult with our attor- .
neys,” he said. '
Gerald Armstrong, a former
personal aide to L. Ron Hubbard,
also said this week that Hubbard
may be dead. “There is every
chance that the man is in fact
dead,” said Armstrong, who left’
the church last year after being a .
member for 12 years. s
“But, it has been the habit,
the practice,” the policy of the
organization as long as I've been
in it to originate communications,
policies, bulletins, programs, or-
ders in his name and to sign his
name to it,” he said. '
Armstrong said that in the
1970s, when he spent considerable
time with Hubbard, the church -
founder had lost weight and suf-
fered a variety of medical prab-
lems. Hubbard, he said, was hos-
pitalized at least twice, once in
1975 in Curacao in the Caribbean
and again.in 1978 in Los Angeles
when he was living in La Quinta -
in Riverside County’s Coachella -
Valley. o
Hubbard’s former personal
medical officer, Kima Douglas,
declined to be interviewed yester-

~ day, but she acknowledged that -

the church founder suffered from
blood clots in the lung. Douglas,
who is not a physician, now works -
in a real estate office in Palm

Desert. : .
While he lived in La Quinta,
~ (See HUBBARD, Next Page)
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Hubbard . . .

: « (From County Page)
Hibbard laid out secret plans for
E ‘death, according to DeWolf.
bbard instructed Douglas to
ury him in the date fields” in
e area and not-to disclose his
déath. “Shortly thereafter,”
DeWolf states in his petition, “my
lather. disappeared.”
e AYmstrong said he last saw
Hubbard toward the end of last
ArC “His weight was way
owm’* he said. “He was very
shaky. He always shook a lot. His
ifands were never steady. I felt he
ed very weak and drawn.”
ﬁ.. he Church of Scientology
8s-sued Armstrong in Los Ange-
I5 Superior Court. As a personal
gervant to Hubbard, Armstrong
had- an estimated 30,000 docy.
gents — Hubbard’s early writ-
gs — which the church claims
belong to it. The case is pending.
- Hubbard's son filed his peti-
n.in Riverside County because
- father’s last known where-
@bouts was Gilman Hot Springs,
e former resort near Hemet

that is now owned by the Scientol- .

ogists.
& Hubbard had earlier lived in
#-compound in La Quinta where
e~ developed a fecar of germs,
according to DeWolf's petition.
Bis. father had “bursts of uncon-
trolled rage with attendant
reaming, requiring that his sur-
foundings be kept in ‘white glove’
Merility, that his food be tasted,

fhat_his clothes be rinsed in ‘13

buckets of water.’ ”

*. DeWolf contends that his fa-
;her‘s financial affairs have been
managed by people whom he be-
Beves to be officials of the Church
of Scientology.

" Since October, 1981,” DeWolf
contends, certain church officials
have-been stealing from his fa-
ther's multimillion-dollar estate.
‘DeWolf charges: .

» ¢ Millions of dollars have
‘been removed from Hubbard's
sbank accounts with forged signa-
stures. On June 14, 1982, an “Ara-
.bic™ man attempted to deposit a

3

$2 million check drawn on an ac-
count Hubbard has with E.F.
Hutton, the stock brokerage firm.
The check was payable to “Aquil
Abdul Amiar.”

The attempted deposit oc-
curred at the Mid East Bank in
New York City. The check was

drawn on an unspecified branch -

of the New England Merchants

. Bank. The New England bank in-"

vestigated the check. The son’s
petition claims the bank deter-
mined that Hubbard’s signature
on the account signature card had
been forged by an unknown Scien-
tology official, and the bank has
since frozen Hubbard's account.

DeWolf states in the petition”
that unidentified *individuals

who live and work in the area of
Los Angeles” manage Hubbard's
accounts with E.F. Hutton, and
the accounts contain “10 to 20

million dollars in liquid assets.”

The individuals have “routinely

forged” Hubbard’s signature in

the “past several years.”
Hubbard’s son said the per-

“sons also- control about $1 million

of valuable coins belonging to his
father.- :

v In June of this year,
James Isaacson, representing
himself as Hubbard's “personal
financial representative,” at-
tempted to sell about $1 million
worth of Hubbard’s gems on the
wholesale market in Los Angeles.
Wilkie Cheong of Los Angeles,
DeWolf's attorney, said DeWolf
does not now know were the gems
are or whether anyone has actu-
ally bought the stones.

v In March several Scientol-
ogy officials “surreptitiously ac-
quired all of the copyrights” to
Hubbard's books and articles,
which span 30 years. They also
have acquired the patent rights to

- the “E-Meter,” & device used by

- the church in personality testing. -
DeWolf claims in his petition -

“that there have been high-level

“purges” and “defections” inside
the Church of Scientology since
the beginning of 1980. The son
contends that church officials un-
der Hubbard's *total control™
have gone, “which suggests that

——————— o — A T N A AL e A R e i AT At Mt P ey

my father is either deceased or
incompetent.” '
Armstrong, the former aide
to Hubbard, said the church
founder himself started the
purges as his health declined. “It
seemed like his orders became

more bizarre and irrational,”

Armstrong said this week. “He
struck out at people more, either ;
verbally or at his messengers. .
“He got the idea he was sur- -
rounded by subversive persons. .
He originated this massive cam-
paign to purge the organization of
subversive persons. Hundreds qf
people were removed. And this
continues, today.” :
Armstrong’s last job with the
church was as the second-ranking
public relations officer for Hub-.
bard. He said that DeWolf's claim
that the church is actually being
run by a 22-year-old man — Da-
vid Miscevage — may be true.
When Hubbard moved from:
Gilman Hot Springs to an un-
known location in March, 1980, he .
was accompanied by Miscevage -

_and two other church officials.

“The conduit and communica-
tions lines to Hubbard was David

- Miscevage,” Armstrong said.

Miscevage, he said, was on
Hubbard's personal staff in 1976,
as a messenger, and he has risen
rapidly to a position of power in
the church.

Hubbard’s son contends in his ‘
petition that Isaacson was re-

-sponsible for looting Hubbard's

accounts. Armstrong said that in
1980 and part of 1981, Issacson
had been in charge of at least
some of Hubbard’s money.

“He was in charge of bank
accounts,” Armstrong said. “‘He
was in charge of investments.”

A hearing on DeWolf's peti-
tion filed this week has been
scheduled for Dec. 30.

In order for DeWolf to be
named trustee, a judge must first
decide whether to declare Hub-
bard legally dead. If a judge de--
termines Hubbard is alive,
DeWolf will argue that his father
is mentally incompetent to handle
his financial affairs, according to
Cheong, DeWolf’s attorney.
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Scientology assets are being

stolen, founder’s son charges

RIVERSIDE (UPI) — The oldest son of L. Ron

Hubbard, founder of the Church of Scientology,

has filed a court petition contending his father is -

either dead or mentally incompetent and asking
to be appointed trustee of his affairs.

The Riverside Press-Enterprise reported .

Ronald DeWolf also claimed in papers filed in
Riverside County Superior Court that officials of
the Florida-based church have stolen millions of
dollars, gems and securities from Hubbard’s es-
tate. .

DeWolf, 48, of Carson City, Nev., asked the
court to appoint him trustee of his father's af-:
fairs to protect the assets. :

The court action charged the worldwide or-
ganization was being run by David Miscevage,
described in the petition as a “22-year-old with a
ninth-grade " education.” DeWolf further
charged Miscevage and James Isaacson forged
Hubbard’s signature to loot the accounts.

DeWolf, a former Scientologist, said he was
not attacking ‘his father in a legal sense. In a
telephone interview with the newspaper, he
said: o

“The only way he can contest rall of this is to

. show up in court. But I expect he may have

tzl'puble doing that because I don’t think he is
alive.” '

DeWolf said he had not seen his father since
1959, the year he left the religious organization.
He said that since then, he has been subjected to
“harassment,” by the church, which in 1972
prompted him to change his name from L. Ron
Hubbard Jr. to DeWolf.

The senior Hubbard’'s last known
whereabouts was Gilman Hot Springs, the for-
mer resort near Hemet, Calif., owned by the
scientologists. He reportedly went to Gilman
Hot Springs after being hospitalized in Los An-
geles in 1978.




Purple monster spares the earth,
hawks science fiction book instead

—

. _ Staff Photo by Greg Crowder
The monster travels Magnolia Avenue in Riverside. '

There is some interesting,
more lively music and then a
voice says, “Be prepared, the
alien Psychlos may be here soon-
er than you think.” =~ .

Of course, we already know
that because there was one in
Riverside yesterday. Terl “also
has been dragged through the
streets of New York and made an
appearance at the US Festival
held in September. Ce

The regular hard-bound copy
of -the book sells for $24 and,
" according to Boyd, has made the
best-seller lists. :

Jeannine Boyd of Author Ser-
vices, the Los Angeles firm repre-
senting Hubbard and his book,
said there have been 500 orders
for the deluxe leather-bound edi-
tion, which sells for $125. She said
they’ve been sent to the author to
be autographed.

Hubbard’s son, Ronald E.
DeWolf, has filed a probate peti-
tion in Riverside Superior Court
in which he says his father may
be dead or mentally incompetent.

ﬁ_
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By SANDY PAVICIC

Press-Enterprise Staff Writer

A big purple monster with
hairy hands took a cruise along
Magnolia Avenue in Riverside
yesterday to promote Scientology
founder L. Ron Hubbard’s newly
released science fiction book
“‘Battlefield Earth.”

The monster rolled along in a
trailer with two Kkilted -actors
“riding shotgun” in the small sta-
tion wagon towing it.

A sign dangling from the
beast’s derriere identified it as
““Terl, an alien Psychlo from L.
Ron Hubbard’s ‘Battlefield
Earth.’”

. The 12-foot metal, plastic and
fur dummy sounded terminally
asthmatic as it sped along. It
turned out that the breathing dis-
order was nothing to worry about
— the wheezing came from a tape
recorder tucked inside its green
rubber boot. : :

"When the convoy pulled into a

arking lot, the two Scotsmen

‘ leaped out of the station wagon,
_ drew their laser pistols and put

on a display of bravado as they
teased the creature and rattled
its chains. Terl, the arch-enemy

of mankind, just stood there,

wheezing.

“We’re recruiting Psychlo
hunters,’’ explained Henry
McGee, one of the Scots. He hand-
ed out leaflets promoting Hub-
bard’s book. “We’re recruiting
for people to go out and catch
these terrible monsters. We
spend a lot of time watching out
for them.”

~ And just how did McGee get

into this line of work? “Since Jon-

nie Goodboy Tyler has inspired us
with great leadership, we've been
hunting them,” he said.

Jonnie Goodboy Tyler is the
book’s hero who rounds up a clan
of Scots to thwart Terl and his
Psychlo raiders. During the 819
pages of Hubbard’s book, Terl
and his motley militia conquer
Earth, and the Scots come to the
rescue. T o

Not only does the book have a
monster roaming the streets to
sell it, but this book has a musical
soundtrack, as well. First of its
kind, according to the voice at the
beginning of the tape. -

The narrator talks about the
films ‘“‘Superman,” “E.T.” and
“Tron.” Then, “Now there is Bat-

-tlefield Earth. For the first time

there is a musical soundtrack for
a book. And that soundtrack con-
sists of music of the future —
space jazz.” - )
The listener will first hear a

-~ snatch of music reminiscent of

the soundtrack from the corny
1965 Embassy film, “Village of
the Giants,” which featured a

. gang of unruly, scantily-clad,

over-sized teenagers who terror-

~ lzed-a town. After a few strains,
- the narrator continues, ‘“‘What is
" space jazz? It is music written by
‘humans but utilizing the terrific

potential of computers to create
anv desired sound.” .
J
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‘Hubbard wife
to oppose try
to rule church
founder dead

- By DICK LYNEIS \
Press- Staff Writer

The wife of L. Ron Hubbard, -

the founder of Scientology, filed
~notice yesterday that she will op- |

- pose an attempt to have her hus-
band declared legally dead or
mentally incompetent.

- Los Angeles lawyer Barrett
S. Litt, the attorney for Mary Sue
Hubbard, said his client thinks

- her husband is still alive even
. though she has not seen him since

1979. '

, The notice was filed in River-

- side County Superior Court in an
effort to prevent Hubbard’s son,
Ronald E. DeWolf, 48, of Carson
City, Nev., from being appointed
trustee of Hubbard’s .estate.

- . However, it is uncertain
whether Mrs. Hubbard, 51, will be
able to attend the Dec. 30 hearing
on DéWolf’s request. She. is
scheduled to appear in Washing-

. ton, D.C,, on Dec. 9 for sentencing
after her conviction on charges
related to a Church of Scientology
plot to steal federal government
documents.

Litt said Mrs. Hubbard en-
tered the trustee matter in River-
side. “because she feels there is
no need for DeWolf’s petition.”

““Her husband, as far as she

is aware, is perfectly capable of °

- handling his own affairs and is
doing so. ‘

- “*She is opposed,” the attor-

- ney added, “to an invasion of
(Hubbard’s) privacy.” o

" ond one. -

| DeWolf has been estranged

“from his father since 1959 and

legally changed his name from L.
Ron Hubbard Jr, in 1972. In his
petition, he.claimed that his fa-

- ther had not been seen since

March 1980, causing him to think
Hubbard may be dead or incom-
petent.

DeWolf also alleges that sev-
eral people within the Church of
Scientology have forged Hub-
bard’s name to documents and
are systematically looting the
church founder’s pérsonal assets.

Mary Sue Hubbard is Hub-
bard’s third wife.

Although she has not seen

~ Hubbard since 1879, her attorney

Litt said: ‘‘She hears from him
regularly by correspondence and

" she is comfortably supported by

her husband on a monthly basis.”
" He would not say where Mrs.
Hubbard is and, if she believes

her 71-year-old husband is alive, -

where she thinks he is staying.
Litt said Mrs. Hubbard’s ac-
tion is not meant to be an attempt
to substitute herself for DeWolf
as a trustee. '
*“‘But, under California stat-

- ‘utes,” he said, “if a trustee were

to be appointed, she would be the
presumptive person to be trustee
since state statutes give prefer-
ence to a spouse.”

- Mary Sue Hubbard was one
of 11 Scientologists convicted by
the federal court in Washington in
1979 of charges stemming from a
four-year church program to bur-

. glarize, bug and infiltrate various

U.S. government offices.
- She was church controller at

-the time of her conviction,

'Church of Scientology offi-
cials, such as Mrs. Hubbard,

- have denied that their church

founder is dead. They have point-

‘ed to the recent publication of a

novel credited -to Hubbard and

- the pending publication of a sec-

DeWolf, however, said he will
have substantial evidence at the
Dec. 30 hearing to back up his

- claims.
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HUBBARD:Son
‘Questions Status

Continued from Third Page : : :
public eye. During the 1960s and early 1970s, he alter-
nately spent time at his mansion in Sussex, England,
and on board his several ships stationed in Mediter-
ranean waters. : o
But in 1975, Hubbard and his third wife, Mary Sue,
came ashore in Clearwater, Fla., where the chu;ch ac-
quired extensive property for training and administra-
tive operations. Hubbard’s floating horne, the 3,287-ton
. yacht Apollo, was sold. ~ S '
Directed Films o
The mysterious figure was last seen publicly in 19{6
when he was directing Scientology training films in
- Clearwater. At the time, Time magazine described him
as “portly, in apparent good health” and “flamboyant
- and authoritative.” :

In a May, 1976, interview, one of Hubbard’s daugh-

ters, Diana Hubbard Horowich, said her father played

tennis in Clearwater and was in such good health tbgt

" he “keeps his secretaries 80 busy they’re out of breath.”

. But Armstrong, the Hubbard aide who said that he
had lived with Hubbard on the Apollo yacht as well as in

* Dunedin, near Clearwater, painted a different picture:

‘Boats of Anger’ ~ R .

" “Isaw a deterioration through the years I knew him,”
+ Armstrong said last week. “I saw him lash out at people
during that period in . . . huge, insane bouts of anger.
- (He was) . . . a blithering idiot. . . -. Shooting movies
- with the man was quite intolerable. He was childlike
' and bullying.” ‘ o .
~_Armstrong also said that Hubbard suffered a variety
- -of medical problems in the 1970s. He was hospitalized
and treated for a pulmonary embolism twice, Arm-

strong said, once in the summer of 1975 in Curacao in -

the Caribbean and again in 1978 when he lived in River-
side County in California. o '
Armstrong said he accompanied Hubbard to Culver
City in the summer of 1976, where Hubbard had “a se-
 cret’staging area” while he was arranging for the pur-
chase of properties at La Quinta, a desert resort in the
Coachella Valley, and at Gilman Hot Springs near
. Hemet. . — : . .
! Claiming that he was Hubbard’s archivist and _had
., been commissioned to produce a biography of the Scien-
' tology founder, Armstrong said he¥was in a position tg
observe a man “increasingly paranoid and sécretive'

during the two years Hubbard was sequestered_ in

" Southern California. -
Arrives Incognite, : »

“He lived in a secret Hemet location with 10 or 12 of
‘his closest associates,” Armstrong said, adding: “He
- would arrive in the back of a black panel van. I would
unlock a chain across the gate and he’d be driven in”—

incognito.

Armstrong left Scientology last year and was subse-

quently sued by the church. The complaint alleges that
Armstrong stple large quantities of Hubbard's personal
letters and journals and asks that they be returned to
* the church, A Los Angeles County Superior judge has

ordered the documents impounded pending disposition
of thé case. - : :

- e g g
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Meanwhile, Ronald DeWolf, Hubbard's eldest son (he
changed his name from Hubbard in 1972) is claiming
that a small band of Scientology officials has been forg-
ing Hubbard's signature and pilfering millions of dol-
lars, gems and securities that belong to his Tather or his

- estate.

DeWolf chiarges in the petitign that his father used
cocaine, practiced black magic and through the church
had established “one of the largest crime empires” in
recent history. S »

‘Evidence Is Strong’ ‘ ‘

“We can’t absolutely prove my father’s dead,” De-

' Wolfe said during a telephone interview from his home

in Las Vegas. “Wa have no body and no death certifi-
cate—but other circumstantial evidence is strong.”
DeWolf's petition alleges that: -
—Hubbard laid out secret plans for his death when he
lived at La Quinta. He is said to have told his personal
medical attendant: “Bury me in the date fields and don't

- tell anyone.” . . .
- . (The medical attendant could not be reached: for

comment. But Armstrong told The ‘Times he also had
heard her say what DeWolf alleges in the court peti-
tion.) . )

—Since 1980, according to DeWolf, no church official,
Hubbard relative or attorney has had any communica-

" tion from Hubbard.

" Outof Touch

(A statement executed Jan. 25, 1982 by Hubbard’s
wife, Mary Sue, and on file in Los Angeles County Su-

- perior Court, indicates that she had not been in touch

with him since March of 1980, “I cannot say where he

~~ has been since that time,” her statement says.)

—Millions of dollars have been removed from Hub- .
bard’s bank accounts during the past two years, DeWolf
claims. This, he s¢ys, would never have happened if his
father were alive or in control of his own affairs,

An attempted daposit of a $2-million check drawn on -
an account Hubbard has with E. F. Hutton, the stock

- brokerage firm, was forged and the bank subsequently

froze the account, DeWolf alleges in the petition. De-
Wolf also said several church officials control about $1
million of valuable: coins belonging to his father and that
in June of 1982 a church agent attempted to sell about $1
million of Hubbard’s gems in the Los Angeles wholesale

- market.

None of Hubbard’s other five living. children nor his
wife could be interviewed by The Times. They either
oou;cll‘ not located their attorneys declined to let them

Scientology officials, commenting on the DeWolf pe-
tition, did not directly address DeWolf’s claims that
Hubbard is either dead or mentally incompetent. .

Rather, they challenged DeWolf's credibility. They
presented apparent transcripts of earlier DeWolf state-
ments to show what they called his “contradictions and
retractions” regarding the church.

‘The church would seem to have little to gain by con-
cealing Hubbard’s death—if he has died. On the other

- hand, the church and Hubbard would seem to have little .
. to gain if he should reappear. He could then be sub-

poenaed to appear in several court cases in which plain-
tiffs suing the church feel Hubbard’s testimony would
be to their advantage. : R

Asked if he had any evidence that Hubbard had been

Seen since 1980, Allen Hubbert, president of the Church

* of Scientology of California, told The Times: “I cannot

give you that assertion. . . . I haven't seen or talked to
him myself.” ) . ’
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Cult Founder’s Son
Asks to Be Trustee

Riverside

The oldest son of L. Ron
Hubbard, founder of the
Chureh of Scientology, has

~filed a petition in Superior
Court, saying he believes his
father is either dead or men-
-tally incompetent,

The Riverside Press-Enterprise

- reported Saturday that Ropald De-

Wolf also claims in court papers

filed last week that officials in the

church have stolen millions of dol-

lars, gems and securities from Hub-
bard’s estate,

DeWolf further claims in the
court papers that his father had
been ill for decades, suffered from
venereal disease among other ail-
ments and was a heavy user_of
drugs. -

-

Nev,, asked the court to appoint

A,

- 10 protect the assets.

E The court action charges that
the worldwide organization is being

- run by David Miscevage, described

- in the petition as a “22-year-old with

. a ninth-grade education.” DeWolf

further charges that Miscevage and
. James Isaacson forged Hubbard's
. signature to loot the accounts,

The Church of Scientology was
founded by Hubbard, a former sci-
ence fiction writer, in the early

- 1950s. Its techniques have often
generated controversy and the
church has had frequent court
squabbles with government agen-

. cies.

DeWolf, a former Scientologist,
says he is not attacking his father.

L

DeWolt, 48, of Carson City,
- him a trustee of his father’s affairs -

L. RON HUBBARD :
He may be dead, said »hil__ son .
In a telephone interview with the
Dewspaper, he said: -

“The only way he ean contest.
all of this is to show up in court. But
I expect he may have trouble doing.
that because I don't think he is’
alive.” o :

DeWolf said he has not seen his
father since 1950, the year he left -
the religious organization. Since
then, he said, he has been subjected
to church “harassment,” which in ,
1972 prompted him to change his -
name from L. Ron Hubbard Jr. to
DeWolt. ' ’

Allen Hubbard, president of
the church in California, declined ;
comment on DeWolf’s petition.
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