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Y 1
‘xanked ifito. the atormc age when :
r Arnenu exploded thie first A-bomb,

indneg {and neglected literary genre—achi

‘world. Only tweiity years earher, »
sApnl, 1926, a Germian immigrant

named Hugo, Gérnsback started a -

maganne called Amazing Stories that -
 providéd a focuséd market for fiction

- his devotion to the genre, seems & lot.

youniger than most peoplea third hi$ " Boy's: Scnenhﬁctxdn Clubi;

age. Surrounding us were some of. 'Were ds raré. &§ pterodactyl’s teéth

the talisimans that kept him young:.: ‘among my correspoidents,” Ack
paintings by professional artist Frank .:man explamed
R. Paul, and others by writers sueh ' one, 5.

that Gemsback it first called “scien-

tifiction.”” For the next twd decades, -
‘science fiction hiad ‘a$ much social -

lvnluemdaooepmnoeasChnsnamry

did in Rome arounid 1 A.D. But sci-
‘nce fiction survived those formative - -
‘times and later survived the convul-

sive changes of the ninetéen-fifties

and sixties to bécoiné a recogmzed
* tober of 1926. Ac!;exmhn realls‘that

legitimate field of litefdty endeavor;

‘complete with its own lnstonan gid -

rcurator- Forest Ackerinan.,
& Forrest Ackermm known 10 hxs ‘

fnends as “Forry * has watchéd his
beloved genre grow; and, while he
may ot have always approved the
changu,hekepttmckofeverythmg. -
fAr the age of sixty-five; he still finds - -

it difficult to believe that his hobby -

‘ ‘henlwaulddandhad

e YR T

feceived copies of Duzneucs when i n

irst arrived ini Los Angéles in 1950. - .
At the time; public debaté Gentered - -

hmg valid t0:s4y.or was simply a :

raud. Van Vogt and his wife read the. ; *

ook twice in one everung, dnd thén ;

:xpmmented on 4 visiting relative.’ 1

Using technigues mentioned in the -
ook, they took her back to the o=
nent of her birth. The Van Vogts
lecided that Hubbard was xmponanr
nd asked Ackerman to participate
nasimple experiment, but they had -
0 assure hxm that no hypnosns was
nvolved. et :
“Hubbard had a reputanon as a2 !
naster hypnonst,” Ackerman said, .
‘and I wanted nothing to do-with .

hat, I agreed to the experiment. I K

lanked my mind. At first Isawnoth- -
ng, but then two disembodied éyes
ke Peter Lorre’s appeared Istarted
aymg poppxng eyes, then short-
ned it to ‘pop eyes,’ and finally to -
hoppies.’ From there I went directly

to a famous World War I poem

hat began ‘In Flanders's field the
oppies grow, by the crosses row-by-

W ;1 8 then I was standing by

years I had ‘aboutdtwenty—slx mag
“zines,” Ackerman said, peering at .
¢ e through black-framed glassesthat -

Science fiction-Za previously scortied .- .
eved - “My mother worried that if I con-
linstant respectability in the ¢ eyes $9fa
Gurious and suddenly science-miiided -

seemed nearly as thick as iy owii. "

tinued at that rate I would have over:

the world as Mr. Science Fiction fot -

as Ray Bradbuty and Robert Bloch. -

'Paul gave Ackeriin his first senSe-

of-wonder jolt one afternoon in Oc: -

day clearly.

ture in hi§ book Thé.Wa

_éntet college at the age of sixt
-Ackerman dxdn’t recexve ’;nnich

IO hobby 4 othér boys did. C
s "Iwaswalkmgalong Santa Moma his mother persuaded hzmmsdlms
“Boulevard near Western Avenue and :* ‘collectiofi to & tieighbothood boy. -
saw that month’s issué of Ariazing “'Ackermdn described hi¢ resulting
on a newsstand,” he said. “I had just - * condition as “palé, weak, arid listleds

on, and $oon beg Wntmg t‘ the
* genre magizin This i
-~ Ackerman to
-of science-fiction fasido:
a hundred magazines by thé time I -, Pohl, noWampected writef,
~ teached adulthood.” He laughed ogxst, and eritic, chroniclés this:
. and I found it difficult to resist join- .  Fut
ing him. This roundish man with', Was. Beforé Géinsback formed the ..
-the bad eyes, a tnan krowti around - first officlal fan ofgan
::Sciéhce Fictioh Le
. Ackérmai bad hi§ oiwn ¢

“I"think 1ha

A good student (h

visited the zoo and seen giraffes and - usitil she relented and retrieved the |

boa constrictors for the first. time. -

STWoRAEE fiX MohthlyT™
he let six months go by before he

* collection fréin the boy. I recovered ';
Paul’s cover illustration seemed as . immediately,” hé added withasmile
alien to.me as the 200 animals had,” ;.;‘
has ¢ booonie % xmniénsely popular Ackerman didn’t realize he coi'.ildr fice

w;&rﬂﬁ&mﬁﬂ) i vﬂ-‘»m« > Y

One of the biggest joys he e'xpen

, his voic¢e had softened.

ot . ‘would break down and weep

- and wail and be of no use to-

_ anyone. I didn’t break downi

" -over: my brother s d&th until that

“night.” :
o “Grief dxscharge, as Ackerman
; called it, was a favorite procedure
* used by the early groups of Dianetic’s

:. “My brother died on New Year’ s

.. Dayof 1945at the Battléof the -
" Bulge. I had always figired. "
that when a loved one died I

"ﬂ‘grave with rhy'onlybroth' ' "e"ﬂyﬁf’gnn el
t.” Ackerman stopped for a moment -
and leaned backon the couch; staring - -
: at the cexlmg When he contmued, :

4ctudlly begun in the hitieteen-fifties

as & protest agairist the figid taboos

‘%1

‘treme version of Ackérmanese miore |
thiaki twenty-five years ago; he found

s tad ne of the first known hsts

3 fantasy and scxence-ﬁcnon filmis,
of ‘eight yéars in the nineteen-for- =/
ties, f!e ‘published a fanzine called %

of ‘the Imagr-Nanon Those !
iagfizines were filléd with Acker-- !
maun‘s playful innovations with the
Enghsh language.: He' combined '
uinbers; ampersands, and various ;.
reviations With a puhning style that - -
€ to bé talled “‘Ackermanese.”’ !
though he uses a nilder variant ofit
1 his professional magazine Famous -
fonsters, Ackerinan gave uptheex- . 1

 that, after 2 while, even he could nor .
Iongér read it

Lt i

5 it

the fan community, estab-“::-
hshmg himseif as a literary agent in
1947, One of his most famotis cliénts, *
a man not normally associated with

e fiction by the general piiblic,
is Saentology guru L. Ron Hubbard, * -

~Now seventy-one years old and cele |
: brannghxsﬁfuethyearasapubhshed;;c‘

riter, Hubbard is returning to sci-
1ce ﬁcnon vnth two novels in the. v

aSience" ﬁ'ctm'ﬂoufd' ""f:d P
reader’s mental powers to thé page,” b |
explained, “’I‘henewwntersseemeda.y
to be thréwmg wny ‘their’ mtellea,*tf'

-~ science fiction. Hé déscribed: thé ‘novelist lelxam Burroughs did, ] 5
g emergehcé of the so-called “‘new ..
. wave” ini the early mneteéﬁ%mxes
-+ -with distaste. The aoverment had -

- tossing his manuscript in the aifdmd !
publlshmg itin the order it came: »
down 3 A

‘in fan cu'cls to his word “sCx-ﬁ” d:s‘ :

dnd stricturés of the “Golden Age” ",/

~* of science fiction; a period between -
1938 and 1945. The tiew breed of

-, writers wanted to experiment with -

* enthusiasts. During the early fifties;

" Ackerman worked with Hubbard as’
" a reporter, observing many of the .-

"meetings.:As his time became more
~ precious, and as Dianetics gradually
became what is now Scnentology,

- Ackerman lefi the Hubbard orgam-

L _zation,

. “Dianetics wasdevxsed to help peo-'
- ple lead a life without aberrations,”.
. he said. “It helped people to be in
. better physical and mental control -

- of their lives. Scientolégy went into -

+ the wild blue vonder with. UFOs, -

-mainstrearn notions of stylednd form

as well as upgrade the overall quality

-of wntmg in the genre; Arepresen
tative sample of the netw-wave stories -

can be found in tivo anthiologies edited -
by Hatlan Ellison, oni¢ of the move-

-ment’s most visible. practitioners: -

- Dangerous Visions and Again, Dan-
- gerous Visions. To theoldguard these -
. ‘stories were dull and uninteresting.’

Ackerman tried to give the new wave -

. a listen, but found few stories that .

had ariy sciénce of speculanon that
viould qualify thém as sc_xenoe ﬁcnon
to his wav of thinking.: s

tressmg. He created 1t late in 1954
and began using it in professxonnl
thagazines early the following year. -
His red Cadillac proudly bears the .
- words SCI-FI on its license plates. .
‘Many nonfans use the term in allin- -
‘nocence; but to many fans sci-fi has
come to stand for Flash Gordor, *
Godzilla, Buck Rogers, and similir -
. fare that is no longer representamre
of the genre. -Ackerman insists thal
“hedid, not crme the term as a pur
down. . -+
“It'people fecl they need a word
- for things like Godziila they should -
createone, like ‘skiffy’ [aword coined -

by Harlan® Ellison}, and leave my .

'word nlone,” he sa:d, gazmg at me
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,,wntten xn 1929 Ackerman saxd

- “The’ writer was protstmg the use
- of the word talkie. I always thought
it was nice to have a choice between
' talkié and silents and cinema and
“motion piciures when talking about.

film. If you’re writing about science .

fiction and have to refer to the genre
fity nmes, it gets boring to useonly .
‘SE’ or ‘science fiction.””’; -
 Ackerman does not let his distress
';with the current state of science fic-
. tion prevent him from adding to his
- collection. He reads the monthly
" newsmagazines (Locus and The Fan-
tasy Newsletter being the most im-
- portant) and -Publisher’s Weekly in
search of material that belongs in his
. collection, He wishes that publishers, -
‘' writers, artists, and studios would
+ provide him with hore material 0
. he wouldn’t have to purchase qiite
- so much. He also finds it a bit irritat-
ing that the Sciénce Fiction Writers
¢ "of America have selected the Uni-
. versity of Kansas as a repository for
" manuscripts and other material.

"~ *It seems vast foolishness to start *

another collection at this late date
. and hope to create the equal of what I
 took fifty-six years to collect,” Acker-
- man said with asigh. “Still, it’s worth-
“ohils to have Zdllactions. int. other:
; parts of the world ini case California
cracks off in 4 big earthquake, be-.
oommg the new Atlantis.”” :

Ackerman sgratatfwxsthathxs '

: oollecnon will go to ruins when he
" dies. About fifteen years ago the city
oﬂnsAngeluwaSplannmg to create -
a Hollywood Museum with a science-
fiction/special-effects wing. Despite
. strong support by special-effects
people like Mérian C. Cooper and
Marcel Delgado (the otiginal King
" Kong) the project failed. Ackerman
also shudders at thé thought of what
" happened to the collection of a wealthy
Australian science-fiction fan named
" Ron Graham.
- “There is a book mllcd The Four-
Sided Triangle by William F. Temple
that I like to give to people I think
will appreciate it,” he said. “Many
years ago I gave Graham a copy and.
signed it. Several years after his death
I ordered a copy of the book from
England and I was horrified to find
it was the same copy I had given to
Graham.” S o
- To prevent his collectiori from suf-
- fering 4 similar fate, Ackerman has
' been working closely over the past
year with Ethel Narvid, executive sec-
retary to Mayor Tom Bradley. Nar-
-vid, slong with the mayor and the

heads of the hbmry :md cultural af:

- fairs departments of the ¢ity, visited -
. the museum a few months back and
came away impressed. They have

no focation as yet, but Narvid has

. been working with the city attorney’s -
- office to draw up a document out~
lining the conditions of acceptance-

that will state the cond.mons under
which Ackerman will give the city’
»hxs collectxon, and thc condmons

‘under which the city will accept it.-

Narvid ‘hopes the city can finarice -
the museum through a special sup- K

port committee made up of promi-
nent names in the science-fiction/
fantasy field. She would not commit

- herself on the names of those who .

had responded to her inquiries.
‘Ackerman told me that those asked

to serve on the committee so far in- -

clude film makers Steven Spielberg
and George Lucas, and writers Ray

Bradbury and Isaac Asimov, The .
grandson of Edgar Rice Burroughs :
has promised to donate a selection -

of first-edition manuscnpts, foreign:
editions, and other items.

in control of the museum. He prefers

that people visit on Saturdays be-"

tween 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., and, though

he has never turned anyone away, he |

‘stiggests calling a day or two in adi-
vance; he often goes out of town on
busmws : v

mansion takes visitors past some of the
nicest homes in Hollywood. Drive
north on Vermont past Los Feliz and

turn left on Cromwell. After crossing -

Vermont on Cromwell, make a sharp-
right on Glendower and follow the

curves up to 2495 Glendower. A sign.
-on the side gate informs visitors that -
they are entering the Sci-Fi Ville i in.

the land of Karloffornia.

Once by the gate, a short path leads -

to a backyard dominated by. what.

‘looks, at first glance, to be a giant .
prehistoric fish: It is actually amodel -

used for the George Pal film Atlanzis.
The first part of the museum, the
Rainbow Room, is out back; and
contains a variety of posters from
films familiar and unfamiliar. More
posters, as well as pamungs, lobby

cards, and stills greet visitors at the
entrance to the main museum. Acker- -

man’s paperback books are there,
too. It is this section, right at the be-
ginning, that enchanted me most.
Sensual womeén and haunting aliens
from the mind of the gifted and sadly
neglected Virgil Finlay beckon in

both black-and-white and color; I

At the present, Ackerman is still f. phobic atmosphere

“'mmc back fo this séction oﬁen dunng

my three visits to the Son of Acker:
miseurn, Ackerrnan alsg has'a special -

~section for his carly favénte, Frank;
‘R. Paul, on the opposité side. .. |

Ackerman does ‘nét catalog his.

:material; but he does Kéep things in-

a certain order. Hardcover books by -
authors prominent over the past:
twenty-five years COmphse one sec-
tion, books with numbers in their

titles (such as 2001: 4 Space Odyssey)

another, and lost-contment books yet,

another R %

“P've also got 4 ection for books
written more for their social and po-

. litical ideas than fiction (Jack Lon-
‘don’ sImnHeeIandEdwardBdlamy’s
_ Loakmg Backward), and for books
- that only old-timers like myself* would

recognize,” Ackerman $aid."

~ Inaroom down an aisle that runs. ‘
‘behind leay s work, Ackerman .

keeps the majority of his movie stills,
as well as modeis from films like the:

original King Kong and Twenty Mil-
- lion Miles to Earth. Scattéred around

‘thebooks are more pictures and other -
items that create an almost. claustm'

Ackerman maintains this fascinat-

»mg clutter with the aid of several

assistants. The two most visible are:
 Harvey Clarke, who arrived in Los_ -

~Angeles a year ago from England
-and Brian Forbes. Frobes has been a -
‘ scxmpcrmanmt fixture at the museum

he dnvc ip'to what Ack e ‘sirice arriving from Detroit to attend

man calls the Son of Acker-"_

school four-and-a-half years ago. -
- “After he’d been working here 2~
while, I began to get-embarrassed,” -

Ackerman admitted. “Brian Wwas do- " .

ing as much work as my other assist-
ants and he wasn’t getting paid. One:

‘Saturday I called him over and gave -
: him 4 $100 bill. He looked flabber- -

gasted for a moment; theéi accepted it

and walked around and then handed -
it back to me. *Mr. Ackerinan,’ he -
said, ‘I would like to make a donation * -

10 your museum.’ Aftér six weeks it

“ became apparent he wasn’t goingto -

accept any payment,.so I left off

making the gesture and each weck L

added $100 to the board where I list .

all iny donations. So far,” Ackerman .~ " 7

added, ““Briarn has contributed close to

$l20000fhxsnmetothemuseum”

xstemng to Ack'rman talk
f about his museum, and watch-
ing him deal withi visitors and explain
the history of its different items, I

wondered how he could giveitall - - - .. ...
away: He had, he explained, tried to. -

-find a successor but couldn’t find.

-anyone with his single-minded de-'

“what rompted hun to tum over hls
- collection to the city.-

_“Ithurts me to stop,” Ackcrman o
admxtted, justasit hurts anyoneto -

stopahobbyhe’s been absotbed with
for s6 many years. fwon’t be giving
itall up, though I'migiving the cxty o
some 300,000 pieces, which is quite
.enough. Once they take it over, I

“ hope to be the mastermind behind
- spending the moncy that is allomted

o maintain it.’ -
4 “Ienjoy gmng mf‘ormanon to thc '

world ** Ackerman said, “‘and I feel. -

‘that’ my mission was to create the

most complete collection of science - .
fiction and fantasy iterhs that I could -

and Ieave it for postcnty Y sl

S

votion to science. fiction, That was. -

—a
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Scientology Victims Fund

From the St. Petersburg Times Mar. 5

Some of the secrecy is beginning to dis-
solve around the Scientology Victims’ De-
fense Fund in Clearwater. Because of in-
formation filed with the state, three names
have become public. The fund is sponsored
by a citizens’ task force of business leaders
who say they intend to raise money to ‘edu-
cate the public...” A document filed with
the Charitable Solicitation Section of Fiori-
da’'s Department of State indicates that the
group is being led by Robert Bickerstaff, sev-
en-time unsuccessful candidate for the Clear-
water City Commission, Patricia Winston, an
account executive with a stock brokerage
firm, and Ronald Wuifeck, president of the
Dunedin firefighters union.

.
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MARCH 5, 1982

Scientologist’s Convictions
Upheld
From AP

A federal appeais court on Mar. 5 upheld
the convictions of two members of the
Church of Scientology convicted in 1978 of
engineering a break-in at government offices
to steal documents about the church.

The three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of
Appeals unanimously upheld the guilty ver-
dicts of Jane Kember and Morris Budlong,

continued on page 13

Scientologist’s Convictions Upheld
continued from page 10

who had occupied high positions in the
church in England.

They appealed on technical grounds, say-
ing the lower court erred in not sending the
case to the District of Columbia court be-
cause the charges were local rather than
federal and in admitting evidence that had
not been submitted to British courts during
extradition proceedings.
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Michael Flynn

by Laurie Holiman

This story first appeared in the Mar. 5 ST.
PETERSBURG TIMES, to whom we sre
grateful for permission to reprint it here.

Clearwater city commissioners formally
agreed Thursday night to hire a Boston law-
yer to assist them in conducting public hear-
ings on abuses allegedly committed by the
Church of Scientology.

But the commission refused to pay an es-
timated $106,275 for the church to present its
side of the case. :

Commissioners said the organization is
welcome to testify at the hearings, tentative-
ly scheduled for mid-April. The offer should
quell possible charges that Clearwater was
trampling on the church'’s right to be heard,
said City Attorney Tom Bustin. But the com-
mission said no to a church request that the
city pick up the tab for the Scientologists to
hire their own consuitant and bring wit-
nesses.

The Church of Scientology was not happy
with the commission action. Talking to re-
porters outside the commission chambers,
church spokesman Hugh Withere denounced
the decision, saying “They have embarked
down a very dangerous path.”’ He likened the
proposed hearings to a witch hunt, a Star
Chamber and a kangaroo court.

The church’s position, contained in a letter
written by church attorney Peter Martin and
‘read to the commission by Wilhere, is that
Clearwater should be responsible for the

presentations.

costs involved in having both sides make.
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. Clearwater Hires Lawyer
to Battle Scientologists

But even if it did agree to the church's
money request, Clearwater would still be
susceptible to another charge, according to
Martin’'s March 4 letter: ... We maintain

“the position that any of the activities under+

taken by the city directed against the Church
of Scientology constitute a violation of civil
rights laws.” - L

Thursday night marked the first time an of-
ficial from the church has publicly com-
mented on the proposed public hearings.
After the decision, Wilhere said he will have
to consuit with attorneys about the church'’s
next move.

The hearings are to focus on whether the
Church of Scientology has violated state and -
county charitable solicitation and consumer
fraud laws. :

Commissioners formally agreed to hire
Boston attorney Michael Flynn as a con-
sultant to assist the city in preparing for and
conducting the legislative hearings. Flynn is
the author of a report chronicling ' alleged
church abuses and recommending Clear-
water enact charitable solicitation and con-
sumer protection ordinances to curb them,

Hiring Flynn is expected to cost about
$70,000.

Clearwater City Manager Tony Shoemaker
has estimated that consultants’ fees, witness
expenses and an analysis of the hearings will
cost the city approximately $110,000 in all.
The money is expected to come from funds
the city obtained in a one-shot windfall that
resulted in a change in Florida Power Corp.'s
payment procedures. = .
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Grand Jury Investigation :
Supreme Court Won’t Hear

Scientologists’ A ppeals

by John Harwood

This story first appeared in the Mar. 9 ST.
PETERSBURG TIMES, to whom we are
grateful for permission to reprint it here.

Mitchell Hermann and Francine Vannier
now have a choice: They can talk to a feder-
al grand jury about the Church of Scien-
tology or they can go to jail.

The U.S. Supreme Court Monday declined
to hear appeals by the two Scientologists of
their contempt of court convictions. The
contempt finds were issued in June 1981 by
U.S. District Judge Ben Krentzman in
Tampa after Hermann and Mrs. Vannier re-
fused to testify before the grand jury about
the church’s activities in Clearwater,

With their appeals now exhausted, Her-
mann and Vannier can decide for themselves
whether to testify or serve their jail sentences
of up to 18 months.

Said U.S. Attorney Gary Betz: “'Basically,
they have the keys to the jail cell.

“if they testify, they'll purge themselves of
contempt,’” Betz explained.

Mrs. Vannier has been fres on bond since
being held in contempt last June, but Her-
mann is already in jail in southern California
— serving a four-year sentence handed
down in 1979.

That sentence was in connection with an
extensive conspiracy to burglarize govern-
ment offices and steal government docu-
ments. Eight other Scientologists also re-
ceived prison terms in the case.

Lawyers for Hermann and Mrs. Vannier
could not be reached Monday on the U.S.
Supreme Court decision.

The Tampa grand jury investigation, nearly
a year old, reportedly centers on the church's
alleged attempts to harass and silence its
critics — Including former Clearwater mayor
Gabriel Cazares and the St. Petersburg
Times.

After hearing of the Supreme Court’s
ruling Monday, Betz said in a telephone inter-
view from Jacksonville that ““We will vigor-
ously go forward'’ with the investigation.

{Meanwhile, another long-standing inves-
tigation into church activities is also continu-
ing — this one by Pinellas-Pasco State At-
torney James T. Russell. “We're stili
involved,”” Russell said Monday. "“That’s all |
can say.”’)

Hermann and Mrs. Vannier likely will be
brought to Tampa sometime in the next few
weeks, Betz said. Assistant U.S. Attorney
Terry Bostic said he thinks Mrs. Vannier is
currently in the Los Angeles area.

If Hermann continues to refuse to testify,
he could serve his contempt sentence either
in Tampa or in California, Bostic added.

Hermann, once the southeast U.S. secre-
tary for the church’s information bureau, has
based his refusal to testify on the assertion
that the questions were the resu!t of iliegal
electronic surveillance by the FBI.

Mrs. Vannier, who is alleged to have infil-
trated Cazares’ 1976  congressional
campaign, invoked the right of a wife not to
testify against her husband. Her husband
Merrilt Vannier, a former Clearwater attor-
ney, has been accused of functioning as a
Scientology spy whiie representing Cazares
in litigation with the church.

At church headquarters in Clearwater,
Scientology spokesman Hugh Wilhere had
little to say about the Supreme Court's
ruling. Neither Hermann nor Mrs. Vannier are
currently employed by the church, Wilhere
said, so, "It would be inappropriate for me to
comment.’’

“This is sort of something that's coming
back from the past,’’ he remarked.

— Information from the Associated Press
was used in compiling this report.
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Press Report

Judge Aubrey E. Robinson, Jr. of the U.S.
District Court in Washington, ruled on Feb.
17 that documents seized from the Church of
Scientology by the FBI and made public in
1979 cannot be disseminated by private par-
ties unless prior approval is obtained from the
court.

The decision would seem to restrict the
right of news organizations, which obtained
copies of thousands of the documents, to
publish information about their contents, ac-
cording to the St. Petersburg Times (Feb.
20).

However, in a seemingly contradictory
footnote to the opinion, Robinson said his
order “makes no decision’’ on the “ultimate
right”’ of individuals who obtained copies of
the documents ‘‘to make use of the docu-
ments.”’ This question is pending before the
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia, Robinson stated.

But Boston attorney Michael Flynn said
the appeals court ruled on Jan. 19, denying a
church motion that would have required pri-
vate individuals and news organizations to
return copies of the documents to the court
to be sealed. “Robinson apparently was not
aware of that decision,” Flynn said.

Robinson’s  decision resulted from
petitions by Fiynn, who sought limited
access to some documents on behalf of a

Judge Restricts
Scientology Documents

client, and the IRS, which sought access to
one document in connection with a tax case
against the church.

Robinson granted both petitions, but
stipulated that all other future interested
parties would have to seek similar court ap-
proval before desseminating copies of the
documents.

Flynn termed Robinson’s ruling “‘the most
incredible decision | have ever heard of. How
can you seal millions of documents that are
disseminated all over the United States?”’

The documents in question were the basis
of the convictions of 11 ranking Scientolo-
gists on charges of conspiracy and theft of
government documents. The release of these
documents three years ago had revealed a
variety of church piots to discredit its critics
and to infiltrate government agencies and
news organizations.

Robinson’s ruling strictly curtailed dis-
semination of the documents by ‘third
parties” who obtained copies of the docu-
ments before they were sealed. Robinson did
not consider the possibility that “third
parties” might disseminate the documents in
alimited matter.

A Scientology spokesman in Washington
could not be reached for comment on the
ruling.

N
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Scientology Split-up Reported

Rebels Confirm Critics

From Press Reports
by Joan Guberman

The Church of Scientology is tacing an in-
ternal crisis. Dissidents report unrest and
demands for reform in local organizations
across the nation.

Local missions are breaking away in
Orange County and Riverside, California, and
"*The northwest is on the edge of rebellion”
according to Ford Schwartz, program co-
ordinator of the Freedom Counseling Center
in Burlingame, California.

In the northeast, F. Brown McKee, senior
executive of two reform-minded Connecticut

missions, charges the national church of -

Scientology with betraying its philosophical
teachings and bleeding its members finan-
cially. “The Waterbury and New London,
Connecticut, missions have become the first
church units in the nation to sever ties with
the parent organization,’’ said McKee. Mean-
while, the mission in Rochester, N.Y ., is also
breaking with church leaders, according to
its director, Dale Grady.

McKee told the Hartford Courant {(Jan.
29), that, “‘Scientology has gone from an in-
formal group of people with a philosophicat
bent...to a miniature Nazi, Germany, a mili-
tary type of organization.”” McKee has been
involved with Scientology for 23 years.

Jack Brighton, a church spokesman in
Boston, said the the dispute does not mark a
serious division in the church. However,
McKee and four other senior Scientologists

Called ““Nazi’’ by Dissidents

in three states have been suspended for not
restricting complaints about church policies
and practices to official church complaint
boards.

“There’'ve been some upsets with people
such as Brown, "’ Brighton said. "We've been
going through a period of rapid expansion
and there are some bumps along the way.”

Dissidents say the protest movement grew
out of a December church conference in
Clearwater, Fla., where field leaders unsuc-
cessfully pressed the church’s executives to
allow members to participate in church ad-
mininstration and to turn away from secrecy
and the financial exploitation of church
members.

McKee said the “*horror stories” he heard
from church colleagues at the Clearwater
conference convinced him and some others
that, “’All the sturies | had heard and put off
as government attacks were all true. it's
turned into an extremely regimented system

..you do it one way or your thinking is
‘corrected,’’ he said.

According to Brighton, McKee and field
officials in Dallas and Los Angeles have been
suspended. But McKee and Grady said there
also is church pressure on dissidents in
Columbus and Cincinatti, Ohio, St. Louis,
Los Angeles, and San Francisco.

Brighton said that many within the church
agree that some high church officials have

continued on page 15
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Split-up

continued from page 1

made major mistakes, but he said those of-
ficials have been removed.

The Waterbury, Connecticut group issued
a six-point condemnation of the national
organization saying it was leaving the church
because ‘’senior managing officials of the
church have departed from the original and
beneficial form of Scientology.”

The Waterbury group has six major com-
plaints. They are: the transformation of
managemeat of the church into paramilitary
units with naval ranks and the enforcement
of orders in a military manner; the orientation
of the church toward making money rather
than toward providing services; the ha:ass-
ment of individuals who question the policies
or practices of the church; the control of
Scientology by a secret group called the
“Watchdog Committee’’ that refuses to
reveal the names of its members; official
pressure to support and defend senior
church leaders, including Hubbard's wife,
who were convicted in 1979 of conspiracy in
the electronic bugging of government offices

i and the stealing of federal documents; and

the refusal of officials to reveal the where-
abouts or welfare of Hubbard, who has not
appeared in public for several years and who
McKee and others believe may be senously.
il

McKee said that he has been concerned
about the orgahization “for ‘many, many
years,” but.“‘put.up with the stupidities. . . in
the hope that the organization would grow
up.”

Ford Schwartz echoed Brown s cbmments
in his assessment of the causes for the rifts.
L. Ron Hubbard, Jr., meanwhile, son of the
founder of Scientology, claims that black
magic was practiced within the church, es-
pecially in ‘the ‘50s, and that the “OT3
training’’ in Scientology is really exorcism.
Hubbard Jr. further asserts that. the church
leaders have in the past been involved in sex
and drug orgies and the exploitation of
women, o
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British Report Cites German
Aid for Problem

International Cult
Conference

The following is reprinted, with thanks,
from the February newsletter of F.A.1, R., the
British cult awareness and education organi-
2ation.

Press report issued in Bonn on Nov. 24,
1981 entitled ‘International Concern
Regarding the Growth of Youth Sects.’

The influence and activities of destructive
cults (so-called youth sects) have increased
considerably, both inland and abroad., This
— according to Dr. Karbe, speaking on be-
half of the German Association — was the
conclusion of an international exchange of
experiences, organized by Parents Initiative
‘Groups in Bonn (20-22 November). The deep
concern of the participants, who included
representatives from USA, France, Spain,
Britain, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Holland
and Switzerland, was confirmed in lectures
given by isading psychiatrists. As the major-
ity of these cults had to be seen as multi-
national organizations of considerable fi-
nancial power, reciprocal support and public
information across national frontiers was
absolutely necessary.

Karbe stressed the point that the financial
assistance given to the German Parents Ini-
tiative by the Federal Government in the
framework of its Youth, Family and Healith
policy was regarded abroad as exemplary,
not forgetting the fact that Government and
Opposition were in agreement on this issue.
The conference was also supported by the
Federal Medical Board, the Federal Associa-
tion for Health Education and the German
Association for Child and Youth Psychiatry.
American experts had warned, said Karbe,
hot to consider control over obscure prac-
tices and psycho-techniques as possible in-
fringement on religious freedom. In his open-
ing address, Berlin Senator Dr. Bluem, Vice
Chairman of the CDU, asked for a resolute
family policy. '

Specially appreciated was the presence at
the conference of the wife of the Federal
President, who as a doctor expressed her
concern regarding the fate of affected young
people.

INTERNATIONAL

-

American Psychiatrists

Two FAIR Committee members attended
the conference, and found the exchange
with over 180 participants most stimulating
and encouraging. About 50% represented
the medical profession, 20% clergy, and the
remainder was made up of ex-members,
parents and members of action groups. The
opportunity to ‘put faces to names’ and es-
tablish new contacts was much appreciated,
and the common concern as expressed in the
lectures created a bond. The talks were given
in German or English, according to the
speaker's nationality, with simultaneous
translations available for those not fluent in
both languages. The speeches given by Dr.
John Clark, Dr. Louis West and Dr. Marvin
Galper, all American psychiatrists - weli
known for their research into the effects of
cult involvement, will become available later
in the year. A fult conference report will also
be published, but possibly in German only.

Special thanks must go to Dr. Klaus Karbe
and Dr. Ruediger Altmann, the chief organ-
izers, who did a marvelous job in spite of
many obstacles and strong opposition of sev-
eral cults who wanted to see the conference
cancelled. Some of this became evident dur-
ing a preceding press conference which was
attended by two U.C. spokesmen. Their at-
titude was aggressively hostile. Scientolo-
gists later handed out leaflets to arriving
guests, headed ‘Psychiatry Kills' and inform-
ing of supposed damage caused by this

branch of medicine, as well as of Scien-
tology's efforts to put things right. Half ex-
pected disturbances did not take place, per-
haps partly due to the coinciding visit by
Brezhnev, which attracted a lot of attention
in the form of demonstrations.

Though the conference did not offer any
solutions to the problems of cult involve-
ment, -particularly as regarding alternatives,
helpful suggestions were made for preven-
tion and counselling, and the deep concern
expressed by all will hopefully lead to a
greater awareness on international leve!, Dr.
Clark urged cioser cooperation among re-
searchers. Scholars ought to learn from the
experiences of ‘front liners’, such as counsel-
lors and clinicians, and they should all share a
workable vocabulary as well as issue a guide
derived from combined studies. An after-
thought: ‘Dr. Karbe's Parents Association
(equivalent to FAIR) receives substantial
annual contributions from the Federal Gov-
ernment which also largely financed the con-
ference. In addition to this, the Ministry of
Health issued a warning booklet and dis-
tributed 200,000 copies throughout the coun-
try. Why does our Government not show any
interest? How long will they continue to ig-
nore a problem which — according to Dr.
West — has reached epidemic proportions?
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Son of Scientology
Founder Speaks Oyt

Press Report

The son of Scientology’s founder, L. Ron
Hubbard, believes that his father became
psychotic in his just for money and s now
dead.

The younger Hubbard, who cails himself
Ron De Wolf to avoid "Continuously bump-
ing into the infamy of my father,” told CHIC
Magazine (Apri, 1982), that the church “is
just keeping up the charade (that the founder
is alive). . .1t's to their advantage. My father
was seen by the church’s followers as the
only creative force.” De Woif also said,
"When my father began making money he
became psychotic, always needing more. He

1982 APR/MAY

had an insatiable appetite for power, sex and
money,”’

De Wolf stated that his father, leader of an
organization claiming 5,000,000 members
world-wide, abused drugs and participated in
sex orgies where he encouraged others to
‘shoot up’ “mostly hard drugs such as am-
phetamines and cocaine.’’

Currently, De Wolf is writing a book that
exposes the corruption existing within the
church. He reports that the church has been
using “gestapo-like’’ harassment tactics to
try to stop him from writing the book.
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‘Lee’ recounts
sect horrors

By STEVEN GIRARDI religious background, she said she was “a
Sun staff writer : prilme person to become involved in a
As the woman they called “Lee” spoke cult.” . _
from the church pulpit, the crowd, esti-  An accomplished lanist, Lee said she
mated at 1,000, was deathly quiet, hang- was introduced to ientology by a Cali-
ing on every word. For most, it was the fornia piano teacher. She was taken (o a
first time ‘they had heard about the Scientolo center., "
alleged goings-on within the Church of - *] was mpressed,” she said. “The peo-
Scientology. ple were very friendly and gave me a
They listened, somewhat in awe, as the Freat deal of attention. They were very
34-year-old Wisconsin woman recounted oving. :
methodically her 12 years in the church, "It just seemed to be a happy experi-
Then, as she spoke more passionalely ence, Something I had looked for all
about the past two years, they heard of of my life." )
her emotional and physical struggle to  She said she was told it was a group
break away from the sect. “far advanced of any on the planet.”
Lee was introduced by local religious She was told about people who travel
leaders, who, apparently, had informed outsi ies to different plan-
the crowd of the Thursday night meet- _efs, stories that “really fascinated me."
ing at the Trinity Presbyterian Churc 5 Her Scientelogy training began will au-
2001 Rainbow Drive, Clearwater. diting, a form of counscling, she said.
Still, the meeting was shrouded in se- She sat in a chair, touching knees with an
crecy. The press was told it would not be auditor sitting directly across from her,
allowed to attend. Afterward, Dr. J. Jey and they stared eye-loeye for two
Deifell, pastor of the church, re- hours,
fused to say who was m?onsibfe for She wondered about the exercise, but
organizing tﬁe meeting or if the local quickly dismissed her doubts.
clergy was bhanding together. , “I lost my own will within a very short
“We have chosen not to make it public time,” she said. *'I became used to doing
in the ways some others have,” he said. what I was told.”

“With all due respect to your profes- She claimed the church works on a
sion,” he said, “people sometimes tend to fear-hope mechanism, first instilling
read things into it that aren't there." . fear in recruits and then offering

Lee offcred no proof of her in- Scientology as the only cure, “man’s one
volvement with the church, but relayed 8 chance.” Jh, said she was told the church
detailed story, sometimes quoting from wias the cure for insanity and crime,
what she contended were church docu-  which it would wipe out when Scientology
mcrlnts,lnhou( the l{nvcs:y she said began converts the world to its ways.
in the late 19%0s when she was 18. .

“ " Sect members believes the only race is
“bult irs)e:kvit(‘:?itma.'s' an exper(,” she said, bctwegn S%ienlology and " nuclear

She spoke of an unhappy childhood Weapons, she said.
and a broken home in Wisconsin she left “That's why Scientologists are so fa-
when she was 13. She drifted around the natical and dedicated,” she said. “They
United States, spending some time as s very strongly believe Scicntology Is the
“hippie.” Without a ‘strong family or (* See HIORRORS, page 3B)
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* Ex-Scientologist

‘recalls

{(from page 1B)
only hope any cf us have.

“}-fell for it and became a very
dedicated Scientologist.”

The lesson was repeated and re-
inforced in each of the classes she
attended during the next 12 years,
. traveling to different centers
throughout the country, eventually
coming to The Fort Harrison Hotel in
Clearwater as she pregressed in the
church.

Peer pressure mounted, instilling a
fear oP “expulsion or ostracism'
if one doubted the church or its
members. ‘Doubt was never allowed,”
she sald. .

Non-Scientologists, intent on imped-
ing the church, were called “‘Suppres.
sive Persons,” unenlightened and un-
fortunate. Outside institutions—
police, physicians, gsychiatrists and
colleges—were considered “‘enemies,”

she claimed.

Alter 10 years in the church, Lee
said she ame eligible for ad-
vanced “‘OT level” courses. :

Besides great status in the church,
OTs or “Operaling Thetans,” held the
powers of telepathy, travel outside
their bodies and controlling other peo-

le. .
p"u ‘was the dream of all my
friends,” she said.

It was September 1979 when she
started the course, nervous and excit-
ed, cloaked in secrecy.

She carried a locked briefcase
chained to her arm, which contained
the documents she would study.

“1 walked into the classroom and
opened the case,” she said, and *‘took
out the secret materials 1 had been
waiting all these ycars to read. It was
the most fantastic story I've ever
heard.”

She claimed to have read aboul an

overpopulated galaxy a trillion years
ago, ruled by a diclator called Xenu.
In "the story, penned by church
founder L. Ron Hubbard, Xenu killed
all the extra people and transported
them via space ships to two islands on
Earth, one being Hawaii, she said.
. Once there,
were set off and the electronic
force packed the ‘“‘clusters of de-
muns into people.”

As a sludving thetan, Lee said she
was (o spend her time exorcising those
demons from her body.

““That’s all you do,” she said. *1
wondered, but 1 had no capacity to
question. L. Ron Hubbard wes God to
mc-" )

She said she pracliced the exorcism
+ in California for two months, sit-
ting alone in a small room, her eyes
closed as she tried to visvahze, telepa-
thically communicate with and destroy
the demons,

She did it until she *‘collapsed. I
couldn’t go on."

She began feeling ill, paranoid and
was haunted by nightmares. *‘My
whole world collapsed,” she said. *1
was terrified of being alive;
afraid the demons would get me.”

Not knowing what to do with her,
lee said church leaders sent her W
Clearwater and The Fort Harrison Ho-
tel, which she called the *‘elite’ center
for advanced OT traiing.

She invested $16,000 for another
cqurse, financed by an inheritance
and by selling her piano, a diamond
ring and a collection of gold coins

' Yy

terrific explosions,

horrors

entology outlay to more than $50,000,
she &ﬁ which she had financed pre-
viously through s job as a "‘lop sys-
tems analysist for International
Business Machines Cor%'"

After four months Clearwater,
still finding no success with exor-
cism, she said she was “‘physically and
mentally in bad shape,” but afraid to
leave the church. :

Abcut the same time, in Februa
1880, she said a Swiss woman and Sci-

"entologist in Clearwater leaped to her

death from a causeway bridge. The
incident caused the church to guard
Lee closely, keepitng‘ her from out-

side help to prevent “more newspaper
stories on Scientology failures,” she
claimed.

Lee said she was told to pick a spot
in the country where the church would
send her, and she, under guard, was
flown to her rents' Wisconsin
home and “literally dumped on the
doorstep.”’

Having ‘‘become 100 percent depen-
dent on Scientology,” she has battled
for almost two years to readjust to
life outside the church.

Fon 18 months she lived in constant
fear. “l believed I would die,” she
said. She was unable to communicate,
having spent 12 years with no one out-
side the church, was haunted by para-
noia, and afraid to be alone or travel
even short distances.

Her thoughts were of returning
eventu-lly to the church until she “be-. !
fan to emerge from the world of
ear I lived in." |

She called the tramsition “‘terribly
overwhelming,” saying she still has
difficulty relaxing. \

Through sclif-study, \she began (o
de-program_ hersell, ireading ‘“‘four
or five books a day" sbout cults al-
ter quitting a waitress job she said she
could not handle,

“Finally, something in my mind
snapped and 1 saw I was pro-
grammed,"” she said.

That led her to call an attorney and,
in November 1981, she returned to
Clearwater to file suit against the
church. The suit is pendins.

“l was surprised to find out it has
a beach,” she said of her return to
Clearwater. "I was never more than a
few blocks from the hotel when 1
was here.” | , !

Hugh Wilhere, a spokesmen for the
Church of Scientology in Clearwater,
declined to rebut Lee's story, but of-
fered a statement.

“The description (of Lee) fits a
woman who, ause of her errstic
bechavior, was asked to leave the
church premises and was escorted to
the home of parents,” Wilhere said.
“‘She was not employed by the church
and had come to our Clearwaler re-
treat center at her own insistence.”

He said all donations she made to
the church were returned to her.

“Despite her assurances and written
statements that Scientology had helped
‘her,” Wilhere said, “‘we had come to
realize that the damage caused by the
psychiatric treatment she received
pgmtj to joining the church was beyond
repair

"It appears to us she has joined up
with Michael Flynn (s Boston atlorne
who represents several former Scl-
entologists in suils against the church)
and is using churches and the media in
Clearwalter to set the stage for fil-
ing 8 lawsuit in hopes of making &
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